[image: image1.jpg]


KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
October 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
[image: image2.jpg]THINK
KINGSTON



( Roger Jennings on "Money, Metaphysics and Morality" on October 2 rose admirably to the challenge of covering in 30 minutes(!), the salient points of his very comprehensive, well researched and readable 30-page paper, full of quotable quotes and accessible examples, including some local ones. You can read it in full at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Money,_Metaphysics_and_Morality.pdf. Thank you to regular participant Roger for this, and also for the handouts and excellent questions to discuss he provided. The fragile, "metaphysical", nature of economic theory (and other ideas too) when faced with "the massive onslaught of circumstances" (wonderful phrase from J K Galbraith) emerged as a key theme in Roger's contribution to Think in Kingston, the festival of ideas and events on Money which continues till the end of this month (and we will continue discussing related topics during November too – see below). 
( Wednesday October 17, “Philosophy in the Workplace”: Philosophy Café regular Monica Booth led a topical discussion the role of philosophy, virtue ethics, and  the “corporate philosopher” in the workplace, relating it to her and our personal experiences of work, the institutions that provide it, and some of the philosophical work on this theme, for example, Lou Marinoff’s “Plato not Prozac”. The depressing conclusion to our discussion seemed to be that there was little profit in ethics, but a lot of white- and green-wash! See http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Philosophy_in_the_workplace_v2.docx 
COMING SOON to Kingston Philosophy Café 
(  Tuesday November 6, 6.00 – 7.30pm at Bridges*, "How Much is Enough?": "How Much is Enough? The Love of Money and the Case for the Good Life" is the title of a recent book by economist Robert Skidelsky and philosopher Edward Skidelsky, and we will be discussing some of its conclusions, with the help of a recorded lecture or two – and, we hope, a few participants who will have read the book ahead of the discussion. You can also read a short essay by Robert Skidelsky on “The Bad Society” at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/The_Bad_Society_by_Robert_Skidelsky.docx (thank you, Roger, for spotting this).  

( Wednesday November 21, 7.00 – 9.00pm, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*, Dr Ron Beadle on “Virtue and Meaningful Work”: a discussion on the philosophical arguments required to understand the lacunae in empirical research which has found that although we can diagnose the components of meaningful work, not all workers find jobs with such characteristics meaningful whilst others craft “meaning” within routine repetitive work…

(  Tuesday December 4, 6.00 – 7.30pm at Bridges*: KPC AGM + suggestions/offers of topics for 2013 + a philosophical puzzle or two to discuss.  We will zip through the formal business of the evening as quickly as we can, leaving plenty of time for you to help shape our programme for next year + an informal café-style discussion. This is your formal notice of the AGM; the agenda follows on the next page.

( Wednesday December 12, 7.00 – 9.00pm, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club* Anja Steinbauer on Eastern philosophy. Anja is co-editor of Philosophy Now. Filiz has suggested that we take Anja out for dinner afterwards – please let Filiz know if you’d like to join us.
ETCETERA
(Eleanor Harris's lecture on "Maurice Merleau-Ponty, puzzle and illusion" can now be read at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Lecture_on_MP.pdf (There is a growing collection of papers and lectures on the website in Our Files – do have an occasional look.)
( Kingston Skeptics in the Pub on the first Thursday of every month.  
( The Royal Institute of Philosophy London Lecture Series, on Philosophical Traditions, began this month and continues weekly – see http://www.royalinstitutephilosophy.org/page/36. Thank you, Monica, for drawing these to our attention.

SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards our occasional expenses are welcome.   
KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 2012 AGM

4/12/12, Bridges Café, 6.00pm
AGENDA

1. Minutes of 2011 AGM, for approval 

(see http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/index?folder_id=6695317  for 2011 Minutes and KPC constitution)

2. Matters arising
3. Chair's report / review of 2012
4. Treasurer's report (accounts will be available to read)
5. Committee for 2013: Filiz Peach (Vice-Chair), Phil Rowlands (Treasurer), and Barrie Selwyn (Chair) are willing to serve again; Marilyn Mason would be standing down after July 2013. The Committee would  welcome volunteers / nominations to take her place and share some of their duties.  MM is currently Secretary, responsible for organising Tuesday evenings at Bridges + publicity (including monthly Update) + website.

6. AOB

