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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
September 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Tuesday September 4 at Bridges: "Good enough?": Mat Czaczkes revisited  some ethical questions and challenges, and added yet more. Can we be ethical on our own (and would we need to be)? Is being ethical just another way of furthering one's own interests/ happiness? Do we need meaningful lives in order to flourish? Is there a universal, criticism-proof meta-ethical principle? Why are social contract and pragmatism so often dismissed as plausible meta-ethical theories? As is often the case, it proved a lively but inconclusive discussion, leaving much to think about.  
(  Wednesday September 19 at the Ram Jam: Eleanor Harris on "Maurice Merleau-Ponty, puzzle and illusion" raised yet more questions that we will have to return to – on the accuracy of our perceptions, how we learn to understand illusions and know the world beyond our minds, and the role of experience… Cartesian rationalism/intellectualism, empiricism and naïve realism were criticised and then, it emerged, resolved by Merleau-Ponty. A stimulating evening, thanks to Eleanor, who teaches philosophy (Beauty and Aesthetics this term) at Esher College Adult Education – see http://www.esher.ac.uk/aded/Pages/humanities.aspx. Her excellent lecture will appear on our website in due course.
COMING SOON at Kingston Philosophy Café 
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with pianist
Wendy Norman




( Tuesday October 2, 6.00pm – 7.30 at Bridges Café*, Roger Jennings on Money, Metaphysics and Morality will explore a wide range of philosophical issues, including: money as a feature of the "social and institutional world" in which we live; whether this world has to be the way it is; how, if at all, inequalities in the distribution of income and wealth can be justified; whether we are even sure what we mean by "wealth"; whether an obsession with the GNP is the hallmark of a society that "knows the price of everything and the value of nothing (Oscar Wilde)... Our contribution to October's Think in Kingston – a month-long festival of ideas on Money. 
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( Sunday October 7, 7.00pm at the Rose, "The Diary of a Nobody" – see  flyer at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/assets/other/diary-of-a-nobody-flier and buy your tickets from the Rose box office.
( Wednesday October 17, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*, Monica Booth  on Philosophy in the Workplace: Monica leads a topical discussion the role of philosophy and the applicability of time-honoured principles, such as service and reciprocity, to the business community, asking whether there is a place for concepts such as “truth”, “virtue” and “wisdom” in our working practices, whether there are any benefits to applying them, and examining some of the work done in these areas to date. 

(  Coming soon: discussions on: "Virtue and Meaningful Work" and "How Much is Enough?"…
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( Happy 4th birthday, Kingston Philosophy Café!  On the first Thursday of September we were 4 years old – not bad for an informal specialist group run on a shoestring! Thank you to everyone who has kept it going – by leading and joining in discussions, by giving us venues, and by helping with admin. 
( Kingston Skeptics in the Pub on the first Thursday of every month.  

( Kingston Community of Cultures discussion, "I'm spiritual but I'm not religious", Thurs 27 September , 7.30 - 9.00pm, John Bunyan Baptist Church, Queen Elizabeth Road, KT2 6RJ, introduced by Ken Walker, Minister of John Bunyan Baptist Church and Danny Rich, Chief Executive of the Liberal Judaism organisation and former Rabbi at Thames Ditton Liberal Synagogue. 
( WANTED: an "auditor" to look over Kingston Philosophy Café accounts before our AGM at the end of the year, on behalf of everyone who has donated during 2012. Our turnover is very small and our accounts very simple, so no great expertise is required – just the ability to read and reconcile bank statements and balance sheets. Please talk to Phil Rowlands, our treasurer, or me if you can help.
( "The Philosopher's Arms" – for those who just can't get enough pub philosophy, Radio 4's occasional series in which Matthew Sweet examines philosophical problems with a live audience in a pub is back.  
SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards our occasional expenses are welcome.      






