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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
July 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Thursday July 5, Philosophical Fun Night: our contribution to Olympic-fever was indeed fun, with a game, and some philosophy and democracy in the form of "open mic". Congratulations to The Philanderers, the winning quiz team. The questions seem to have proved sufficiently challenging, in that no team knew all the answers and all teams got at least half of them right, so well done, all. I hope a Philanderer will set the questions next time so that I can have a go! The 5-minute open mic rants produced some interesting arguments: Gramschi's on state exploitation of common sense and "voluntary assent"; against size, with the Shard and banks as topical examples; on the complete inadequacy of the Ten Commandments as a moral guide; and on the folly of anthropic conceit and "man as the measure of all things". Thank you to everyone who contributed their five minutes' worth of good ideas.  
COMING UP AT PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ  

( Wednesday July 18, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*, The Status of Music as an Art Form:  Chair of Kingston Philosophy Café and jazz aficionado Barrie Selwyn will lead a discussion with music historian and author Meirian Hughes and music critic Geof Diggines.
( AUGUST: Kingston Philosophy Café takeS a short break. 
( SEPTEMBER: when we return to Bridges it will be on the first TUESDAY evening of each month. Ram Jam evenings will continue as usual on third Wednesday evenings. More in late August about what to expect in our autumn programme, which will include will include talks and discussions on: Merleau-Ponty; money, metaphysics and morality; the philosophy of business; Eastern philosophy; and a performance of The Diary of a Nobody… 

ETCETERA
( Friday 13th July, 7.00 to 8.45pm, "Nightmare on Fleet Street... and Downing Street" at C-SCAIPE, Kingston University Penrhyn Road Campus, KT1 2EE: Transition Town Kingston presents ex-Reuters journalist Patrick Chalmers reading from, and answering questions on, his highly topical insider's account of our media's complicity with power, "Fraudcast News - How Bad Journalism Supports Our Bogus Democracies". Could be an interesting follow-up to our recent discussion on the limitations of democracy. See http://fraudcastnews.wordpress.com/ and http://ttkingston.org/.
( Thursday August 2, 7.30pm, Kingston Skeptics in the Pub: Andrew Taylor on Formula for the Perfect X at the Ram Jam Club may fill the gap in your diary left by our August break. And from now on sceptical philosophers can go to both Kingston Philosophy Café (on first Tuesday evenings) and Kingston Skeptics in the Pub (on first Thursday evenings).
( For those who'd like to study Philosophy as well as talk about it, Kingston Adult Education Philosophy courses restart in September – have a look here. 
( "We think, therefore we are" – the FT looks at the growth of philosophy groups – and includes the answers to two of our quiz questions. Thank you, Kieran, for drawing our attention to this.
( WANTED: an "auditor" to look over Kingston Philosophy Café accounts before our AGM at the end of the year, on behalf of everyone who has donated during 2012. Our turnover is very small and our accounts very simple, so no great expertise is required – just the ability to read and reconcile bank statements and balance sheets. Please talk to Phil Rowlands, our treasurer, or me if you can help.
( Topics and volunteers to lead discussions later in the year welcome – see Filiz for a Ram Jam Club Wednesday evening or me for a Bridges Tuesday.
SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic – and please subscribe to the website if you want to receive these monthly updates.                                                                                                                    

Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards our occasional expenses are welcome.                                                                   
 







