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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
May 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Thursday May 3, at Bridges Café*: "Should we all be vegetarians?" Many thanks to Mat Czaczkes for his entertaining combination of provocative questions, illustrated thought experiments and group discussion on the ethics of eating and whose interests should count in moral decision-making. No vegetarians were present, though the moral arguments against farming and killing animals got a fair hearing. Mat will be returning next month to some of the wider meta-ethical questions raised by this discussion of practical ethics (see below)
( Wednesday May 16, at the Ram Jam Club*: “The fact that we die is the most important fact about us.”? Phil Rowlands' well argued talk stemmed from his disagreement with this over-generalised claim by philosopher Todd May in his book Death (Art of Living) (Acumen, 2009).  While it was hard to dissent from the idea that there were indeed more important things about most of us than the inevitable fact of our death (or so we hoped), the discussion also acknowledged the significance of our awareness of finiteness and hence its impact on our lives. You could follow up with the discussion on "Four Ways to Live Forever" at Conway Hall, London, on Thursday 31 May.
COMING UP 

( Thursday June 7, 6.00pm – 7.30 at Bridges Café*: James Garvey on "The Story of Philosophy". With Jeremy Stangroom, James Garvey, editor of The Philosophers' Magazine, has recently written a lavishly illustrated history of western thought for the general reader, and this evening he will be talking about the book. For many of us the history of philosophy or ideas was a first step towards an interest in philosophy, so this could be a good evening for novices, as well as perhaps challenging the common assumption of more experienced philosophers that philosophical discussion should be a-historical.  You could listen to Philosophy Bites on "Philosophy and its History" as prep.
( Wednesday June 20, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: Mat Czaczkes asks "Why should we be moral anyway?" Philosophers talk at length about what is good and what the right things to do are – as we often do. Almost all these discussions presuppose that we ought to take account of other people, that we should be moral. Mat Czaczkes will be exploring whether there are any reasons why other people matter and some of the consequences if we don't find an answer to this.
( COMING IN JULY: Philosophical Fun Night and Business and Philosophy, details later!
( AUGUST – Kingston Philosophy Café will take a short break
( SEPTEMBER – when we return to Bridges it will be on first TUESDAY evenings of each month.
ETCETERA
( "Doing Philosophy" (the aspiration of Kingston Philosophy Café) is an interesting sounding new book by Gerald Rochelle of www.practicalphilosophy.org.uk. The popularity of doing informal philosophy is the subject of an item in The Independent in May – see http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/features/the-musings-of-the-ancients-what-can-dead-thinkers-teach-us-about-modern-life-7697690.html. 
( The latest Café Philosophy magazine Momentary Man, kindly emailed all the way from New Zealand and filed at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/assets/documents/cafe-philosophy-momentary-man, focuses on the idea that things are not necessarily as real as we think they are.  
( Looking In, Looking Out: Philosophy on Film Festival, 27 June - 5 July 2012, Conway Hall, London: an innovative series of screenings, workshops and talks in which cinema is examined and enjoyed in a philosophical context. Early bird tickets available until 1st June. Details here.
( WANTED: an "auditor" to look over Kingston Philosophy Café accounts before our AGM at the end of the year, on behalf of everyone who has donated during 2012. Our turnover is very small and our accounts very simple, so no great expertise is required – just the ability to read and reconcile bank statements and balance sheets. Please talk to Phil Rowlands, our treasurer, if you can help.
( Topics and volunteers to lead discussions later in the year welcome – see Filiz for a Ram Jam Club Wednesday evening or me for a Bridges Tuesday.

SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic – and please subscribe to the website if you want to receive these monthly updates.                                                                                                                    

Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards occasional expenses are welcome.                                                                   
 







