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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
April 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Thursday 5th April, Is "democracy is the worst form of government except all the other forms that have been tried from time to time"? Despite democracy's plentiful imperfections, there was much support for its essential fairness, and the value of limited terms of office and pragmatic "muddling through", though it remains possible that only a benevolent despot could overcome the economic, energy and environmental problems facing humanity. We didn't discuss triumvirates, which have certainly been tried, and could perhaps mitigate the worst aspects of despotism?
( Wednesday 18 April, "The Wise Listen": it was brave and kind of Pino Deufemia to share his books and his personal journey, wisdom and enlightenment with us, though I suspect that most listeners remained unenlightened.
COMING UP 
( Thursday May 3, 6.00pm – 7.30 at Bridges Café*: Mat Czaczkes asks "Should we all be vegetarians?" This discussion on the ethics of eating is Philosophy Café's contribution to this year's "Paint the Town Green" in Kingston. Vegetarianism is certainly the green option – but is it, or indeed is environmental sustainability, an imperative? 
( Wednesday May 16, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: Phil Rowlands, “The fact that we die is the most important fact about us.”? This claim (which the author admits is a bold one) is certainly a striking one and may seem counter-intuitive. Even if mistaken, it opens upon questions about the significance of the fact of mortality: what aspects of mortality might make it so important; how much regard should we have to it in both our daily lives and the overall view we take of the course of our lives; what might human lives be like if we were not mortal; how far are we justified in disregarding and even actively denying whatever significance mortality might have?

( Thursday June 7, 6.00pm – 7.30 at Bridges Café*: James Garvey on "The Story of Philosophy". With Jeremy Stangroom, James Garvey, editor of The Philosophers' Magazine, has recently written a lavishly illustrated history of western thought for the general reader, and this evening he will be talking about the book. We haven't looked much at the history of philosophy, so this should be a useful and interesting evening. You could listen to Philosophy Bites on "Philosophy and its History" as prep.
( Wednesday June 20, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: Mat Czaczkes asks "Why should we be moral anyway?" Philosophers talk at length about what is good and what the right things to do are. Almost all these discussions presuppose that we ought to take account of other people, that we should be moral. Mat Czaczkes will be exploring whether there are any reasons why other people matter and some of the consequences if we don't find an answer to this.

ETCETERA
( Skeptics in the Pub starts in Kingston this summer unfortunately also on first Thursday evenings of the month, thus compelling people to choose between rather similar local opportunities for discussion. It seems that SiP had no choice of evening, but we could avoid the clash and enable people to go to both if Philosophy Café Thursday discussions at Bridges moved to first Tuesday evenings or to a later Thursday in the month (though that would disrupt our roughly fortnightly spacing). Or we could just ignore the Skeptics and carry on as we are. Please let me know what you think, by email or at a meeting, and I'll try to choose the solution that suits most of us. 
( The "Public Philosopher" Michael Sandel was back this month on Radio 4 – though the programme might have been better with more philosophy and less prattling from LSE students!

( "Doing Philosophy" (the aspiration of Kingston Philosophy Café) is an interesting sounding new book by Gerald Rochelle of www.practicalphilosophy.org.uk.

( Michael Frayn's "Here" at the Rose, Kingston – philosophical and fun.
( Topics and volunteers to lead discussions later in the year welcome – see Filiz for a Ram Jam Club evening or me for a Bridges one.

SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic – and please subscribe to the website if you want to receive these monthly updates.                                                                                                                    

Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards occasional expenses are welcome.                                                                   
 







