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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
March 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( "Democracy in action", 1 March, at Bridges: this experiment in proposing and  voting for the topic of the evening confirmed my belief that people won't turn out for an unspecified topic, but also my experience (at the Philosophy Now birthday party) that this can be a fruitful process. Our select group provided five interesting questions, some of which will be saved for future meetings (see below); we chose to discuss "the price of everything and value of nothing", the connections between money and choice, whether choice was an unconditional good, and whether financial imperatives eroded other (more important?) values such as trust, integrity and impartiality, using the BBC, education and the NHS as examples. Website http://www.csun.edu/~dgw61315/thetwothings.html was recommended as was Danny Dorling's book So you think you know Britain? 
( Anja Steinbauer "In Defence of Sentimentality", 21 March, at the Ram Jam Club: Sentimentality tends to be associated with uncritical irrationality, unsophisticated "bad faith", and to be thought morally and aesthetically suspect – but co-editor of Philosophy Now Anja suggested a more nuanced, less prejudiced, view, using a range of entertaining examples from life and literature (including the wonderfully anti-sentimental Oscar Wilde). Are we just imposing our taste on others when we criticise sentimentality (defined as "sentiments we don't share" by Graham Greene)? Is sentimentality just an extreme (possibly manipulated) version of more obviously valuable, even essential, sentiments and emotions? And what's the harm in loving fluffy kittens or crying over the death of Diana or the departure of ET or at weddings? (Philosophy Now's weekly radio discussion on Resonance FM can be heard at http://www.philosophynow.org/podcasts.)
COMING UP 
( Thursday 5th April, 6.00pm – 7.30 at Bridges Café*: Is "democracy is the worst form of government except all the other forms that have been tried from time to time"? (Winston Churchill). "Imperfect democracy" was one of the runners-up in our March free-for-all, and this will be a chance to return to political philosophy and to debate whether the alternatives could produce better societies. We hope that there will be defences of communism, anarchism and enlightened despotism, perhaps even of fascism or military dictatorship – as well as of our imperfect democracy.
( Wednesday 18 April, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: Pino Deufemia on "The Wise Listen". "The Wise Listen" is the title of Pino Deufemia's book, described as "the accomplishment of one man's quest to allow a new understanding of our purpose, resulting in a universal change in morality and answers to the world's most profound questions."  
( May & June: Mat Czaczkes asks "Should we all be vegetarians?"; Phil Rowlands on Death; James Garvey on "The Story of Philosophy" (see Events on website).
ETCETERA
A Kingston Adult Education course on Metaphysics, Philosophy of Mind & Consciousness, taught by Fiiz Peach, vice-chair of Kingston Philosophy Café, starts in April. 
Podcasts from Oxford philosopher, teacher and author, Marianne Talbot are worth viewing and include "A Romp Through the Philosophy of Mind".
"Nothing Matters" PS – you can find out more about nothing at http://nothing-matters.org.   
"Kingston – Community of Cultures", Thursday evening discussions on religion and society continue on 26 April and 14 June in All Saints Church. See the flier here.
Ideas for future discussions picked up at  the very well attended and stimulating Philosophy Now anniversary party in December: "Should leaders and professionals be paid less that workers doing unpleasant jobs?"; "What is education for?" And from our March 1 discussion: "Does radicalism have to extreme?"; "Consciousness – what exactly is the problem?"; "Is philosophy just consolation, avoidance of reality?"
Café Philosophy on marriage: another useful collection of essays, including a fascinating one on Nietzsche on marriage, from www.cafephilosophy.co.nz – perhaps another topic for discussion sometime, particularly with gay marriage and definitions of marriage so much in the news.
SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on past and upcoming discussions + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic – and please subscribe to the website if you want to receive these monthly updates.                                                                                                                    

Marilyn Mason

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.  All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards occasional expenses are welcome.                                                                   
 







