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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
February 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( "Whose life is it anyway?", on Thursday 2 February: a bitterly cold night and a gloomy subject, but still enough people turned up at Bridges to have a really good discussion on suicide and assisted suicide, and whether personal autonomy trumps all other values when it comes to one's own life. You can read the outline of my introduction and the questions we discussed here.

( "Why Nothing Matters" on Wed 15 February: there was a good turnout for nothing, a topic that lent itself to such paradoxes, as well as to some challenging ideas and questions. Ronald Green talked entertainingly, not about the nihilism or futility that some might have anticipated, but about the distinction between nothing as an absence and nothingness, and the impossible yet important concept of nothing. 
COMING UP 

( "Democracy in action", Thurs 1 March, 6.00 – 7.30pm at Bridges café*: an opportunity to propose questions to discuss at the start of the evening, to vote for your preferred topic, and then discuss it. Don't worry about proposing a topic, you won't then have to improvise a talk or lead on it, but do come along with ideas and questions (or we'll be forced to talk about nothing again), and be prepared to think on your feet! We've discussed a lot of ethical topics recently, so other themes and questions would be particularly welcome.
( Anja Steinbauer "In Defence of Sentimentality", Wednesday 21 March, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: It is never socially advisable to confess to being sentimental. A liking for any kind of cosy fluffiness is generally associated with being uncritical, unsophisticated, even pathetic. But when and why exactly is sentimentality objectionable? 

ETCETERA
( Fuel on the Fire, Oil & Politics in Occupied Iraq, Thursday 23 February, 6.30pm: Greg Muttitt will be speaking about his book and answering questions at Kingston University, Penrhyn Road, in the Debating Chamber. All welcome, no charge, refreshments available. Jointly organised by Dr Andy Higginbottom of Kingston University and Kingston Peace Council/CND www.kpc.gn.apc.org. 

James Miller The Philosophical Life – special offer to Kingston Philosophy Café members: a 20% discount on this new book exploring the big questions about what it means to live a good life through short biographies of twelve famous philosophers (sample chapter available at http://bit.ly/philosophical-life, and review at http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2012/jan/24/philosophical-life-james-miller-review). To use the discount, shop at www.oneworld-publications.com using the discount code DIOGENES at the checkout stage. 
Café Philosophy on free will and determinism: this useful collection of essays and articles on topics that often come up at Philosophy Café and no doubt will again, comes from www.cafephilosophy.co.nz, (in New Zealand!) and is published on our website with the kind permission of editor Rob Mason.
"Kingston – Community of Cultures", Thursday evening discussions on religion and society, 26 April, and 14 June in All Saints Church. See the flier here.
More ideas for future discussions picked up at  the very well attended and stimulating Philosophy Now anniversary party in December: "Is benevolent dictatorship preferable to democracy?"; "Should leaders and professionals be paid less that workers doing unpleasant jobs?"; "What is education for?" 
SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on these discussions and more already scheduled for later in 2012 + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic – and subscribe to the website if you want to receive these monthly updates.  All our past discussions are also listed there.  

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.                                                                      
Marilyn Mason 







