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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
January 2012
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Thurs 5 Jan: "What is cheating in sport?" Even for those completely uninterested in sport and games, the muddles of definition, rules and ethics surrounding the Olympics and other games raised some fascinating questions about fairness, human nature and the essence of games, and, though perhaps consistency and logic are too much to ask, the "level playing field" emerged as one requirement of sport. See http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/sport_and_cheating.doc for some of the questions we discussed and some further reading, and listen (again) to philosopher Michael Sandel on sport and genetic enhancement at http://www.open2.net/ethicsbites/sport-genetic-enhancement.html.
( Wed 18 Jan: "Historical Narrative and the Metaphysics of Time". Filiz Peach led the discussion, which I'm very sorry to have missed.

( PS to December's talk "Plato's Euthyphro, short but interesting": Roger Harrison's paper can be read here.  
COMING UP 
( "Whose life is it anyway?", Thurs 2 February, 6.00 – 7.30pm at Bridges café*: a discussion on whether suicide is simply a matter of rational personal choice, whether it is selfish and cowardly or selfless and noble, whether some suicides are less permissible than others, and whether assisted suicide should be legal (read some recent arguments on legalisation: Mary Warnock at http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jan/01/mary-warnock-assisted-suicide?intcmp=239 and a range of opinions, including from supporters of the status quo and Raymond Tallis, at http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/change-unsafe-law-on-assisted-dying-says-ex-police-chief  -6283818.html?origin=internalSearch)… 
( Ronald Green on "Why Nothing Matters", Wed 15 February, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: a talk about the importance of Nothing: the problems of coming to terms with “nothing” in history and why the Church banned number systems containing zero, the contemporary influence of “nothing” in the arts, science and religion….
( "Democracy in action", Thurs 1 March, 6.00 – 7.30pm at Bridges café*: an opportunity to propose questions to discuss at the start of the evening, to vote for your preferred topic, and then discuss it. Come along with ideas, and be prepared to think on your feet! 
( Anja Steinbauer "In Defence of Sentimentality", Wednesday 21 March, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: It is never socially advisable to confess to being sentimental. A liking for any kind of cosy fluffiness is generally associated with being uncritical, unsophisticated, even pathetic. But when and why exactly is sentimentality objectionable? 

ETCETERA
Kingston Debating Society is debating the motion "that philosophy is pointless" on 9 February. For more information see http://www.kingstondebating.co.uk. They are also looking for debaters for a range of motions, - if interested, please contact Bryan Augarde, 020 8540 7214 or lwba@blueyonder.co.uk.
Café Philosophy on free will and determinism: this useful collection of essays and articles on topics that often come up at Philosophy Café and no doubt will again, comes from www.cafephilosophy.co.nz, (in New Zealand!) and is published on our website with the kind permission of editor Rob Mason.
"Kingston – Community of Cultures", Thursday evening discussions on religion and society, on 9 Feb  26 April, and 14 June in All Saints Church. See the flier here.
More ideas for future discussions picked up at  the very well attended and stimulating Philosophy Now anniversary party in December: "Is benevolent dictatorship preferable to democracy?"; "Should leaders and professionals be paid less that workers doing unpleasant jobs?"; "What is education for?" 
SEE www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on these discussions and more already scheduled for 2012 + and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.  All our past discussions are also listed there.  

*VENUES: click here for how to find us.                                                                      
Marilyn Mason 







