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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
November 2011
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Kant's Categorical Imperative – not so categorical after all?  Though Kant's famous formulations had some appeal to participants in our November 3rd discussion, for example in their egalitarianism and closeness to how we feel we ought to treat each other, there was also much to criticise, with discussion often falling back on consequentialist arguments against Kantian absolutism. The Categorical Imperative could provide useful rules of thumb and tests of moral principles and actions, we agreed, but exceptional situations would always require exceptions. My notes and questions here.

( Wednesday 16 November, 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**: Claire Khaw on "What is Consciousness and Why This Question is Important". Apologies for missing this – Claire's notes are at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Claire_Khaw_notes_on_consciousness.doc.
COMING UP 
( Thursday 1 December, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: 
-  "Hearts v Heads" - a philosophical puzzle (and a bit of a follow-up to the discussion on Kant) 

- AGM (new this year and necessary, but we hope it will be brief). On the Agenda: confirmation (or amendment) of the new Constitution (see http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/about-the-philosophy-cafe/constitution/); ratification /election of Committee (currently Marilyn Mason, Filiz Peach, Phil Rowlands, Barrie Selwyn, nominations / volunteers welcome), review of past year; Treasurer's report, AOB. 
- "What next?": Kingston Philosophy Café's annual space for suggestions of new or old topics to discuss next year, and volunteers to lead them. This year we revisited several topics and philosophers, an indication of the richness of some of these philosophical subjects and the range of views about them – if there are others you'd like to return to in 2012 do let us know. See http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/calendar/view for discussion topics already programmed for 2012 at the Ram Jam Club – and help us to fill the gaps.
( Wed 14 December, at the Ram Jam Club**: Roger Harrison on "Plato's Euthyphro, short but interesting" will describe briefly the dramatic context of Plato's shortest dialogue, identify its principal arguments and show how they raise important issues in logic, ethics and the philosophy of religion. 
NB, this is on the second, not the usual third, Wednesday of the month, because of Christmas.
ALSO OF INTEREST
( November 24th "300 Years of Hume": Peter Millican, Professor of Philosophy at Hertford College, Oxford University gives The Bentham Lecture 2011 at Anatomy J Z Young Lecture Theatre, UCL, Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT. Doors open at 6.15pm, lecture and discussion, 6.30 - 8.00pm, followed by a drinks reception. Organised by the Humanist Philosophers' Group, with support from the British Humanist Association and University College London Philosophy Department. Free, but book your place at http://www.humanism.org.uk/meet-up/events/view/165?page=1&utm_source=e-bulletin+subscribers&utm_campaign=7b3efd070e-BHA_e_bulletin_2011_07_18&utm_medium=email. 
( Sunday 18 December: Kingston Philosophy Café will probably be joining in the celebration of 25 years of the magazine Philosophy Now at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC1. 
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on these events + some already scheduled for 2012, and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






