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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
October 2011
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( On Thursday 6th Julian Baggini asked whether the increasing interest of governments in happiness was welcome, and pointed out some of the problems: the potential for state interference in personal lives; the pathologising of normal unhappiness; the emphasis on changing ourselves rather than changing society; the is/ought problem; and the difficulties of turning research data into action, and indeed the weakness of some of the data. This stimulated some good discussion and questions. If you'd like a good clear introduction to another philosophical problem we have occasionally dipped into – personal identity, the self – do read Julian Baggini's latest book The Ego Trick. 
( Richard Baron on "Happiness: the end of a dream on Wednesday 19th was another provocative contribution to Think in Kingston's month on happiness. Participants happily ( engaged in contesting some of Richard's arguments, which included a critique of utilitarianism and defences of absolute rules, autonomy and individualism, though few disagreed with his conclusions that human flourishing and the alleviation of misery were appropriate goals for the individual, and perhaps even for society. Thank you to Richard for leading a lively discussion.
COMING UP 
( Thursday 3rd November, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "What's wrong with Kant's Categorical Imperative?" At first sight, the two famous formulations of Kant's Categorical Imperative look like plausible and useful meta-ethical theories – but they have been widely criticised.  We will discuss the flaws in the theory and also whether even flawed theories can be useful. This is a free-standing follow-up, led by Marilyn Mason, to July's discussion on goodness and religion, when Kant was one of the philosophers cited, as well as to the critique of utilitarianism in the last meeting.  Quotations from Kant will be available on the evening, and you do not need to be an expert on Kant or ethics to participate. 


( Wednesday 16 November, 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**:  Claire Khaw on "What is Consciousness and Why This Question is Important". Claire Khaw responds to earlier Kingston Philosophy Café discussions on the "intellectual blind alley" of consciousness by claiming that consciousness is the same as self-consciousness, which leads inevitably to the wish to maximise pleasure and minimise pain through the use of reason, a wiser and more useful area for philosophers to explore. See her notes at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Claire_Khaw_notes_on_consciousness.doc
( Thursday 1 December, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "What next?": Our annual space for suggestions of topics to discuss next year and volunteers to lead them, with a philosophical puzzle or two to discuss as well. This year we revisited several topics and philosophers, not an indication that we are running out of ideas or repeating ourselves, more a sign of the richness of some of these philosophical subjects and the range of views about them – if there are others you'd like to return to in 2012 do let us know. New this year, we will also hold a very brief AGM in which we will account for your donations and review the past year. 
( Wed 14 December, at the Ram Jam Club**: Roger Harrison on "Plato's Euthyphro, short but interesting" will describe briefly the dramatic context of Plato's shortest dialogue, identify its principal arguments and show how they raise important issues in logic, ethics and the philosophy of religion. 
NB, this is on the second, not the usual third, Wednesday of the month, because of Christmas.
( Sunday 18 December: Kingston Philosophy Café will probably be joining the celebration of 25 years of the magazine Philosophy Now at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, WC1. Watch this space.
Also of interest 

Guy Woodall's philosophy blog www.campaignforrealphilosophy.blogspot.com – comments and criticism are very welcome.

SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on these events, and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






