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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
September 2011
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Thursday, 1 September, Ken Cottell on the work of Erich Fromm focused on the various influences – cultural, sociological and historical – which produced the "Anatomy of Human Destructiveness", with its analysis of human nature and needs, and the problem of evil, which Fromm saw as the negative realisation of needs such as identity, creativity and rootedness, which could also be realised positively. The discussion broadened out into politics, psychology and religion, and doubtless continued along these interesting paths at the Druid's Head afterwards. Thank you to Ken for introducing Fromm, who definitely merits a revisit, probably in February, and for his notes, now at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/2011-08-31,_Fromm_notes..doc. 
( Wednesday 21 September, “How Hegel develops Platonic Idealism in the Phenomenology of Spirit”: Guy Woodall gave a quick recap of his earlier talk on Platonic idealism before moving on to show, with the aid of a diagram (a first for Philosophy Café?), how Hegel had updated, interpreted and made real Plato's abstractions – Hegel was probably one of the few philosophers who had in fact made "footnotes to Plato" (supposedly a description of all philosophy). Thank you to Guy for taking us so knowledgeably through so many complex themes, especially for those unfamiliar with Hegel.
COMING UP 
( Thursday 6 October, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: Julian Baggini on "The Politics of Happiness". The philosopher, writer, commentator, and editor of The Philosophers' Magazine will discuss whether the increasing interest of governments in "gross domestic happiness" is welcome or happiness is the right objective. If you would like to join members of KPC's interim steering committee in taking Julian out for dinner afterwards, please let me know asap so that I can book a table somewhere nearby.
( Wednesday 19 October, 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**:  Richard Baron on "Happiness: the end of a dream", will argue that we should stop wanting happiness for anyone. Then we can move on to a much richer concept of human flourishing.
( Thursday 3rd November, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "What's wrong with Kant's Categorical Imperative?" 
( Wednesday 16 November, 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**:  Claire Khaw on "What is Consciousness and Why This Question is Important" 
( Thursday 1 December, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "What next?" + AGM
( Wed 14 December, at the Ram Jam Club**: Roger Harrison on "Plato's Euthyphro, short but interesting" 
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information on all these events, and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
MONEY MONEY MONEY: September marked our 3rd anniversary, not bad for such an informal set-up. But we are now opening a bank account, which entails becoming a little more formal and accountable in future. We do have expenses, which so far have been borne by the small group of organisers, so from now on we will be asking for small voluntary donations to help build up KPC funds for future expenses such as visiting speakers, printing and publicity. Thank you to those of you who donated at September's meetings, £40 of which will soon be banked in our new bank account.

ALSO OF INTEREST
Philosophy at Kingston Adult Education – a new evening course, led by Filiz Peach, begins next Monday at North Kingston Centre, Richmond Road, KT2 5PE, and there are still a few places. See Kingston Adult Education or telephone 020 8547 6702 for details or to enrol. 
Throughout October, Think in Kingston 2011 on Happiness: Kingston Philosophy Café is one of many participants in Kingston's month-long festival of ideas, which this year includes events and discussions exploring the sometimes controversial concepts of happiness, well-being, flourishing, contentment… including the two October discussions above. See www.thinkinkingston.org.uk for details and http://content.yudu.com/Library/A1tx12/ThinkinKingstonfesti/resources/index.htm for the flier. 

Pub philosophy on the radio: "The Philosopher's Arms" is 4 R4 programmes in September on Tuesday evenings at 9.00pm, in which Matthew Sweet examines philosophical problems with a live audience in a pub. See http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b014b73y. 

Pub philosophy in a pub: "Big Ideas": (http://bigi.org.uk/) "a series of events, mostly held in pubs in London. Anyone is welcome to turn up. Sessions generally start with a question. Someone who has some relevant expertise gives a very brief, informal talk. After that a discussion develops in a free and unstructured manner. It's not a lecture, and it's not a debate; it's a pub argument, but unlike any you've had before." Sound familiar? 

"Kingston - A Community of Cultures", an autumn 2011 discussion programme on Thursday evenings at All Saints Church Kingston on 22 Sept, 20 Oct, 24 November. See flier at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/assets/other/community-of-cultures  for details.
Apologies that this Update is longer than usual, but there is so much good stuff going on!
Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE (not far from Kingston Station), and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






