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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
August 2011
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Wednesday 15th June, at the Ram Jam Club**: in "Rudolf Steiner – Occult Scientist", Doug Allanson talked about the social, political and philosophical foundations of Steiner's work, which "attempts a philosophical justification for the acceptance of knowledge about the spiritual world which is obtained by direct perception as a result of meditation", and also about Steiner's involvement in the Theosophical and Anthroposophical Societies. It proved a complex topic, provoking interesting questions before the discussion ran out of time.
( Thursday 7 July, at Bridges*: Monica Booth's presentation on authenticity and the discussions that followed brought together the reflections of philosophers such as Kierkegaard and Sartre and some of the difficulties and compromises entailed in living in the real world. Problems of definition and ethics were explored too: what does "authentic" mean? What is this "self" that one is supposed to be true to? Is authenticity necessarily a virtue?  Are there satisfactions in living authentically that compensate for its low economic value? Can we reconcile genuine ambition with genuine lack of talent – or the many other conflicts both within ourselves, and between us and the external world? "Know yourself" seemed to be sage advice – though even that raised philosophical questions! Thank you to Monica for leading such a worthwhile discussion and to participants for their excellent contributions. Monica's notes and some of the questions we discussed can be read at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Authenticity.doc. 

( Wednesday 20 July, at the Ram Jam Club: "Can there be any good without God?" Yvonne Plowright explored whether ethics needs a religious foundation, with reference to Plato's famous "Euthyphro", Simon Blackburn's "Being Good", Divine Command Theory and theologian Richard Swinburne. Yvonne's challenged the idea that morality has its origin in religion, arguing that we have evolved the capacity for moral judgment, empathy, and reasoning. "It is our own nature, not some supernatural force that is the source of our morality," was her conclusion – no surprise to the many atheists and humanists present, but leading to a lively discussion about the origins and usefulness of religion, rules and principles, and the (in)adequacy of human nature as the final arbiter of morality.
COMING UP after our summer break
( Thursday, 1 September, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*:  Ken Cottell on the work of Erich Fromm. The discussion will focus on the "Anatomy of Human Destructiveness" in which Fromm adopts a secular approach, rooted in psychology and sociology, to the problem of evil. Fromm described himself as a humanist socialist, and his work represents a synthesis of the academic and the pragmatic.
( Wednesday 21 September 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**: Guy Woodall on “How Hegel develops Platonic Idealism in the Phenomenology of Spirit”. 
( Thursday 6 October, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: Julian Baggini on "The Politics of Happiness". The philosopher, writer, commentator, and editor of The Philosophers' Magazine provides the first of Kingston Philosophy Café's contributions to this year's Think in Kingston festival of ideas. See www.thinkinkingston.org.uk for more Think events.
( Wednesday 19 October, 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**:  Richard Baron on "Happiness: the end of a dream", will argue that we should stop wanting happiness for anyone. Then we can move on to a much richer concept of human flourishing.
( Thursday 3rd November, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "What's wrong with Kant's Categorical Imperative?" – a free-standing follow-up to July's discussion on morality and religion, led by Marilyn Mason.

[
( Wednesday 16 November, 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**:  Claire Khaw on "What is Consciousness and Why This Question is Important".    

SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
AND FINALLY, something more practical to think about 
Kingston Philosophy Café will have been going for 3 years in September, and managing pretty well with little or no money or formal structure. We do however have occasional expenses, which have been largely borne by those of us who organise discussions, and we have also accumulated a small surplus after donations towards Raymond Tallis' expenses – and these, and the need for a "parent organisation" to foster Think in Kingston, are making us consider opening a Kingston Philosophy Café bank account, which would require a constitution, a committee, accountability to our members – generally a bit more structure and organisation (though we anticipate that "membership" will remain as loose and informal as now), which might also ensure resilience and continuity. If you would like to help us to undertake this while keeping things as simple as possible, please contact me. 

Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






