KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
June/July 2011
[image: image1.jpg]


RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Wednesday 18th May, at the Ram Jam Club: "Twilight of the theists?" foundered a bit on definitions: it seemed that the traditional theist definition of God as all-good, omnipotent, omniscient wouldn't do, perhaps because it's so easily countered, and God has evolved (or retreated) into something so intangible, transcendent and indefinable that argument about his/her/its existence is virtually impossible. Nevertheless, we had an entertaining discussion, thanks to the questions and arguments provided by Jack Bugden and Michael Lindsay, ably chaired by Ken Cottell. Much of the discussion focused on the more tangible Richard Dawkins and religious extremism, where atheists, theists and agnostics found much common ground.  
( Thursday 2nd June, at Bridges: "Free expression – where should we draw the line?" John Stuart Mill and Tim Scanlon, Professor in Harvard University’s Philosophy Department (a virtual presence) provided some philosophical weight to our discussion around Wikileaks, media intrusion, artistic experiment, the right to privacy, religious sensitivities, "political correctness" et al, with utility and autonomy offered as the main arguments for free expression – and protection of the vulnerable and public safety the main arguments against. In the main, we leaned towards the American libertarianism of Prof Scanlon, with our admittedly fuzzy line lying somewhere between expression that caused offence and expression that would cause violence. The quotations and questions we based our discussion on can be read at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/freespeech.doc. 
COMING UP

( Wednesday 15th June, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club**: "Rudolf Steiner – Occult Scientist", a talk by Doug Allanson on the philosophical basis for Steiner's work in exploring the spiritual world and a response to Cartesian dualism.
( Thursday 7 July, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*:  “Does authenticity imply (a life of) poverty?” The labour market depends on falsities; otherwise it would not be able to function. To stay in a job or make a living we are required to do things that we do not necessarily want to do. Society is not, therefore, structured to accommodate or take into consideration authentic styles of living. Does this mean that those who stay true to themselves can look forward to a lifetime of poverty? And if so, does it matter? asks Monica Booth, who will lead a discussion on a series of questions designed to elucidate further the somewhat “slippery” concept of authenticity, its role in modern society and whether staying true to yourself is really as bad (on the pocket) as it seems.

( Wednesday 20 July 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**: "Can there be any good without God?" Yvonne Plowright discusses the question, with reference to Plato's "Euthyphro" and Simon Blackburn's "Being Good: A Short Introduction to Ethics".

( August - BREAK: Kingston Philosophy Cafe will be taking a well-earned holiday.

(September and October: Kingston Philosophy Cafe will be 3 years old in September, when we have discussions on the work of Erich Fromm and Hegel coming up. In October, Kingston Philosophy Café's two slightly sceptical contributions to Think in Kingston's month on happiness will be from philosopher and writer Julian Baggini on the first Thursday, and from Richard Baron on the third Wednesday. More on these and other autumn events later and on the website. 
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                 
Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






