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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
May/June 2011
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Wednesday 20th April, "Why Neuroscience Will Never Explain Consciousness". Raymond Tallis discussed the problem of consciousness: that it seems to be intangible, hard to define, non-physical, yet we are aware of it, it distinguishes us from most other animals and it can cause physical events. According to Raymond Tallis none of the answers so far offered are satisfactory, from Cartesian dualism to the "neuroscientism" of the claim that "you are your brain". The brain is certainly necessary for consciousness, but is it sufficient? Components of consciousness such as intentionality, memory and tense, the ability to unify a range of perceptions into one experience, and subjective viewpoint, challenge the currently conventional materialist explanation, though Tallis claimed to be a  heretical neuro-agnostic rather than a dualist  An abstract of the talk can be read at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Ray_Tallis_talk_abstract.doc. 
( Thursday 5th May: "What is the point of philosophy?" Guy Woodall went back to the ancient Greeks for an answer, contrasting classical ideas about truth, illusion, experience, reason, recollection and initiation to those of the Enlightenment philosophers and their followers. This led to a wide-ranging discussion about the relative merits of classical and Enlightenment / empiricist philosophy, the absoluteness, or otherwise, of concepts such as truth and beauty, the point of philosophy and even Philosophy Café. See http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/on-philosophy/Guy_Woodall_on_Philosophy.pdf for Guy's notes on the subject. Guy will be returning to some of the questions raised when he leads a discussion on Hegel in September.
COMING UP

( Wednesday 18th May, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club**: "Twilight of the theists?", a  discussion, led by Jack Bugden and Michael Lindsay, on what it means to be an atheist and how atheism is growing and defining itself, with some answers to basic criticisms levelled at atheists by theists. They will also look at the classic Problem of Evil to see if atheists can convincingly demonstrate that God does not exist or, at least, cannot be the all-good, all-loving God of the theists.
( Thursday 2nd June, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "Free expression – where should we draw the line?" In an era characterised by Wikileaks, freedom of information legislation, media intrusion into private lives, artistic experiment, the right to freedom of expression, versus the right to privacy, state censorship and legal restrictions, injunctions and super-injunctions, religious sensitivities and "political correctness", we will be discussing what, if any, are the reasonable limits on free expression. John Stuart Mill and (audio equipment willing) Tim Scanlon, Professor in Harvard University’s Philosophy Department will provide some philosophical weight. See also the Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy on Free Speech – though "free expression" is a wider topic which also takes in, for example, the arts. Come along between 5.30 and 6.00pm to buy refreshments before the discussion begins – and carry on afterwards at a nearby pub.

( Wednesday 15th June, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club**: "Rudolf Steiner – Occult Scientist", a talk by Doug Allanson. 

( Thursday 7 July, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: Monica Booth will lead a discussion on authenticity – more details nearer the time.
( Wednesday 20 July 7.00pm – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**: "Can there be any good without God?" Yvonne Plowright discusses the question, with reference to Plato's "Euthyphro" and Simon Blackburn's "Being Good: A Short Introduction to Ethics".

( AUGUST - BREAK: Kingston Philosophy Cafe will be taking a well-earned holiday – and in September we will be 3 years old!
( October: "Think in Kingston" on Happiness/Wellbeing. We will be contributing two slightly sceptical views – from philosopher and writer Julian Baggini on the first Thursday, and from Richard Baron on the third Wednesday. More on these and other autumn events later.
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                 
Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






