[image: image1.jpg]


KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
April/May 2011
RECENT DISCUSSIONS
( Wednesday 16th March on "Scientific progress and its effects on humanity" – Filiz Peach led what was reported as a stimulating discussion on whether the effects have been positive or negative or both – and I'm sorry to have missed it.
( Thursday 7th April on "Wiser politics?" – the discussion led by Claire Khaw ranged from the problems of democracy, the inadequacies of party politics and party Whips and the irrationalities embedded in our political system, to the benefits (or otherwise) of ideology – or explicit principles and values, even those one disagrees with – and of independent MPs / a one party state and referenda in reviving true political debate about justice, fairness, taxes, war, morality, "thought crime"… God was invoked as a useful model and enforcer of political wisdom and morality, even if non-existent (and "cheaper than CCTV"). Claire engaged participants in some lively and wide-ranging argument which continued in the pub afterwards and some aspects of which will be revisited in future KPC meetings (see below).
COMING UP AT PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ
( Wednesday 20th April Raymond Tallis on "Why Neuroscience Will Never Explain Consciousness": the belief that "you are your brain" is now widely accepted but, according to eminent author, poet, doctor, philosopher and polymath Raymond Tallis, mistaken. The failure to arrive a neural account of consciousness is not a temporary problem which will be resolved by further research and this "hard problem" of philosophy may not be resolvable; what we need is a fundamental re-think to help us understand the difference between brains and people. An abstract of Professor Tallis's talk can be read at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Ray_Tallis_talk_abstract.doc. This is bound to be a very popular event so come early to ensure a place. 
N B - unusually for Philosophy Cafe we will be seeking donations to cover costs, as getting this very distinguished speaker to Kingston and looking after him will incur some expense (travel from Manchester, dinner...).
( Thursday 5th May, 6.00 – 7.15pm, at Bridges*: Guy Woodall asks "What is the point of philosophy?" and offers some possible replies to this question (which was in fact a topic in the first ever KPC discussion, over two years ago). Our discussions, including the April one on wisdom in politics, have often offered implicit responses to this challenge – but it's definitely worth exploring more explicitly. See http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/on-philosophy/Guy_Woodall_on_Philosophy.pdf for Guy's notes on the subject.
( Wednesday 18th May, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club**: "Twilight of the theists?", a  discussion, led by Jack Bugden and Michael Lindsay, on what it means to be an atheist and how atheism is growing and defining itself, with some answers to basic criticisms levelled at atheists by theists. They will also look at the classic Problem of Evil to see if atheists can convincingly demonstrate that God does not exist or, at least, cannot be the all good, all loving God of the theists.
( Thursday 2nd June, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: Free expression (tbc). This has come up as a Kingston Philosophy Café issue a few times recently, so, unless someone volunteers something more exciting, I propose to lead a discussion on it, with a little help from John Stuart Mill and a recording of Tim Scanlon, Professor in Harvard University’s Philosophy Department. See also the Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy on Free Speech – though "free expression" is a wider topic which also takes in, for example, the arts. 
( October: "Think in Kingston" on Happiness/Wellbeing. We will be participating in both our October discussions, one already confirmed: Richard Baron on "Happiness: the end of a dream".
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                 
Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






