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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
March / April 2011
RECENT DISCUSSION
( Thursday March 3, at Bridges, Peter Cave's discussion on "Why save the whale?" focused on the values behind conserving species and caring about the interests of not yet existing people. Was there something intrinsically good about diversity or about life, particularly human life? Was the value of diversity an aesthetic one and/or instrumental/utilitarian? Peter, in his inimitably droll style, offered challenges to environmental concerns based purely on sentiment or the assumption that species had interests, but also suggested that there were some intrinsic values independent of human concerns.  
COMING UP AT PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 
( Wednesday 16th March, at the Ram Jam Club**: "Scientific progress and its effects on humanity" – Filiz Peach asks what progress there has been, and whether its effects have been positive or negative or both.

( Thursday 7th April, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "Wiser politics?" – Claire Khaw leads a discussion on politics as the combination of the possible with the moral, and the potential of philosophy to improve the lot of humankind through the use of reason. For those who'd like to do some advance prep, Claire's introduction and questions are available at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/wiser_politics.doc. 
(See also BBC R4's "Analysis" (at http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4vz), which examines "the ideas and forces which shape public policy in Britain" – and often finds them lacking in solid philosophical foundation. Recent programmes include ones on "The Big Society" and "Orange Book Liberalism".)
( Wednesday 20th April, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club**: Raymond Tallis explains "Why Neuroscience Will Never Explain Consciousness" – keep the evening free to hear this distinguished author, poet, doctor, philosopher and polymath's critique of the widespread belief that "you are your brain". An abstract of Professor Tallis's talk can be read at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Ray_Tallis_talk_abstract.doc
( Thursday 5th May, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: Guy Woodall asks "What is the point of philosophy?" and offers some possible replies to this question (which was in fact the topic of the first ever KPC discussion, over two years ago). KPC discussions have often offered implicit responses to this challenge, and April's discussion may suggest more – but it's definitely worth exploring more explicitly. See http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/on-philosophy/Guy_Woodall_on_Philosophy.pdf for Guy's notes on the subject.
ALSO OF INTEREST

( Until April 3, Paint the Town Green, the tail end of Kingston's green festival, for the environmentalists amongst you – calendar of local green events at  http://www.kingston.gov.uk/browse/environment/environmental_events/paint_the_town_green/paint_the_town_green_calendar_2011.htm
( Mon 28 March, 7.30, Simon Singh  on "Alternative medicine in the NHS – broadminded and far-sighted or wrong-headed and blinkered?" at Kingston Market House, for the sceptics, rationalists and medics amongst you – and others too. Free, but book your place via info@swlhumanists.org.uk or 07946 465 701.
( Wittgenstein (The Crooked Roads) – world premiere of a play about the life of Wittgenstein by William Lyons, directed by Nick Blackburn, at Riverside Studios, Hammersmith, April – May, previews 19, 20 April, discounts for group bookings if anyone wants to organise one. More info at http://www.riversidestudios.co.uk/cgi-bin/page.pl?l=1297858086. 
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                 
Marilyn Mason 

* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






