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LAST MONTH
( Were we dreaming… or did we really have a good discussion on this and other questions raised in Descartes' Meditations on January 6th at Bridges? What can we really, really know for sure? How plausible is Descartes' foundation for knowledge? Could we just be cleverly programmed computers (more along these lines in February - see below)? Apologies for being so engrossed in discussion that I left no time for summing up, so we may never know if anyone came up with a better response to these radically sceptical questions than my group's rather tentative pragmaticism. It was good to see (or imagine) some familiar and some new faces at our first discussion of 2011, and I hope to see (or dream about) you again soon.

( Wednesday Jan 19, at the Ram Jam Club: Ken Cottell on "Alienation and Beyond" continued our December discussion of Marx, and introduced philosophers Hegel and Marcuse into this discussion of some of the most important revolutionary ideas of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

ANOTHER CHANCE TO SEE… political philosopher Michael Sandel, who is discussing Justice on BBC4 this week (available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00y4y46). Whether you agree with his conclusions or not, Sandel is an excellent communicator and well worth watching. I'm thinking of using videos and podcasts like this as discussion material for KPC if I can think of a way of saving them long-term and sharing them (laptop screen a bit small?). Philosophy Bites (www.philosophybites.com/) has some excellent interviews with philosophers, and TED ("Ideas worth spreading" at www.ted.com/)  is another good source of short but stimulating lectures, some of which are philosophical. We could hear snippets from Daniel Dennett, Peter Singer, Michael Dummet, Martha Nussbaum… 
COMING SOON
( Thursday Feb 3, 6.00 – 7.30pm at Bridges*, Mark Vernon on "The Good Life": Mark spoke to Kingston Philosophy Café in our first year, and has just published The Good Life (Hodder) and a Good Life Quiz at www.thegoodlifequiz.com. Mark questions some popular self-help messages and recommends instead the wisdom of the old thinkers as a supplement to the empirical findings of the new psychologists. With New Year behind us and spring just around the corner, perhaps this will be a good time to enquire whether some of the great philosophers can help us lead better lives. Mark may bring along some of his books for sale, and will definitely bring along some life-enhancing ideas.
( Wednesday Feb 16, 7.00 – 9.00p, at the Ram Jam Club**: Jeremy Smithers asks "Computers – will they succeed humans?" What does it mean to be human? We talk a lot about how good and varied humans are at communicating, which is of the mind, but many issues are concerned with the body, e g climate change, health, old age, dementia. Computers are free of these constraints, learn in a different way, can pass on all their knowledge immediately to their offspring, evolve – and they are just at the beginning of their life. Maybe computers will be our successors, and how might that happen? This talk will explore some of those issues.
( Thursday March 3, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*, Peter Cave asks "Why save the whale?" or "Ecology movements: altruism, selfishness or simple conceit?" (a slightly sceptical contribution to Kingston's "Paint The Town Green" festival of all things environmental). A range of ecology movements – from light to deep green – seek to save species from extinction, have regard for future human generations and protect planet Earth. "Britain’s wittiest philosopher” asks what values are really in play here. Individual tigers, whales and polar bears can suffer; but can a species? Looking after the interests of existing people makes sense, but does looking after the interests of people five generations down the line? Can a planet be respected?  Come along for a challenging evening, especially if you are a committed environmentalist. 
SEE EVENTS at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                
Marilyn Mason 
* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings. Come between 5.30 and 6.00 for refreshments, before a prompt start at 6.00.

** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston, KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.






