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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

January 
                 LAST MONTH
( Thursday December 9, (postponed from 2nd because of snow – apologies to anyone who turned up on the 2nd but if you'd been on our e-list and read our email it would have saved you the trouble!) A small but perfectly formed group had a very good discussion on whether US soldiers should have killed unarmed, possibly innocent, civilians in Afghanistan – a real-life moral dilemma taken from Michael Sandel's Justice. What moral principles could have been employed beyond the two invoked by the soldiers: the "right to do everything to save our own lives" and "Christian" / Kantian objections to executing unarmed men in cold blood? Consequentialism seemed to offer an alternative, but even when we knew the outcome we couldn't know the whole truth and the right moral choice remained far from obvious. You can read the dilemma at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/thought-experiments/The_Afghan_goatherds_1.doc and the outcome at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/thought-experiments/The_Afghan_goatherds_2.doc. 
( Wednesday December 15: "Come back, Karl Marx, all is forgiven": Barrie Selwyn provided a wide-ranging introduction, including Marx's historical materialism, dialectic, class struggle (nowadays globalised) and ideology, and provoking questions and speculation on what this economist, sociologist and philosopher would have made of the banking crisis, the failures of communism, and future competition for diminishing natural resources. To be continued – see below.
( P S to November's discussion, "Has Stephen Hawking finally killed off God?":  On Radio 4's "The Infinite Monkey Cage" on 6th December, Robin Ince, Brian Cox, Alexei Sayle, Julian Baggini and Professor Raymond Tallis tackled a very similar topic in "Is Philosophy Dead?". You can hear their discussion at http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/timc. 
COMING UP IN JANUARY 2011
( Thursday Jan 6, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*: "How do you know you're not dreaming?" Was your delicious Christmas dinner only a delightful dream and that New Year's Eve party just a nightmare? How do know you're not a brain in a jar being artificially stimulated by a mad scientist, and your life and memories all imagined? Come along to see if you agree with Descartes' solution to this problem (in his Meditations) – or whether you can come up with anything better. Discussion led by me.
( Wednesday Jan 19, 7.00 – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**:  Ken Cottell on Alienation and Beyond: our discussion of Marx continued, nut don't worry if you missed the December introduction – this one will be self-contained.
AND LATER…

( Thursday Feb 3, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*, Mark Vernon on "The Good Life". Mark spoke to Kingston Philosophy Café in our first year, and has just published The Good Life (Hodder) and a Good Life Quiz at www.thegoodlifequiz.com. The quiz and book question some popular self-help messages and recommend the wisdom of the old thinkers as a supplement to the empirical findings of the new psychologists. With New Year behind us and spring just around the corner, perhaps this will be a good time to enquire whether some of the great philosophers can help us lead better lives. 
( Wednesday Feb 16, 7.00 – 9.00pm, at the Ram Jam Club**:  Jeremy Smithers asks "Computers – will they succeed humans?"  See next Update and Events on website.
( Thursday March 3, 6.00 – 7.30pm, at Bridges*, Peter Cave asks "Why save the whale?" or "Ecology movements: altruism, selfishness or simple conceit?" See next Update and website.
See Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                
Marilyn Mason 
* Bridges Café is at the back of Milletts store on Thames Street, Kingston, KT1 1PH – but only its riverside door, set back between two pubs, the Bishop out of Residence and the Gazebo, is open from 5.30pm just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.
** The Ram Jam Club is at the back of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston KT2 5EE, and is open just for us on Kingston Philosophy Café evenings.
Wishing everyone a happy amd thoughtfu l 2011      











