Kingston Philosophy Café is two years old!

On September 2nd Kingston Philosophy Café will be celebrating its second birthday with a discussion in Bridges Café on "John Stuart Mill, the Revisionist Utilitarian". Ken Cottell will be talking about how the traditional emphasis underrates this important philosopher, who remains as relevant today as he was in the 19th century, as this quote from "On Liberty" demonstrates: 

"At present individuals are lost among the crowd. In politics it is almost a triviality to say that public opinion now rules the world. The only power deserving of the name is that of the masses, and of governments while they make themselves the organ of the tendencies and instincts of masses. This is as true in the moral and social relations of private life as it is in public transactions."
Kingston Philosophy Café was founded in September 2008 by Barrie Selwyn, principal of Kingston Adult Education, and Marilyn Mason, who had organised a 10-evening festival at Kingston Market House earlier that year and noticed that the evenings involving discussion and refreshments went particularly well. "People seemed to enjoy serious but informal and convivial discussion," she says, "and our regular Philosophy Café provides that in Kingston." 
Kingston Philosophy Café began monthly meetings at the Rose Theatre on Thursday evenings, and later expanded to a second monthly meeting on Wednesdays at the Ram Jam Club at the Grey Horse pub. Currently, the Thursday discussion group is on the move, experimenting with various central Kingston café spaces to find the ideal venue, one that is big enough and flexible enough to cater for numbers between 20 and 70, and has the right acoustics for talks and informal discussion round tables. "The Rose Theatre's Culture Café has been very welcoming and supportive since our start," says Marilyn, "but it has become much busier and noisier in the early evenings – lovely for the Rose but not so good for philosophical discussion."  


Since it started, participants have discussed a fascinating range of topics, including free will, boredom, environmental ethics, guilt, happiness, Drama, "the Good Society", art, identity and consciousness, the impact of the Romantics; and philosophers including Peter Singer, Richard Rorty, Nietzsche, and Sartre. Coming up later this year are a defence of circular arguments, “Big Bang”, and a discussion on Kierkegaard and religion
Discussions are open to all – anyone interested in philosophy is welcome and no prior knowledge or expertise is needed, though experts, philosophy teachers and students are very welcome. Most meetings are free and quite informal – and discussions often continue afterwards at a nearby pub or bar.  You can find out more about Kingston Philosophy Café and events coming up at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk .
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Further info at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk or from info@kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk or from organiser Marilyn Mason on 020 8546 4086.

