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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

August 2010
( Alison Evans on Gnosticism at the Grey Horse in July – I missed this but gather that the talk went well and that those who were there now have a good grasp of what gnosticism is and its historical context.  
( Thursday August 5th's discussion on “Pre-emptive justice” at Patisserie Valerie was about whether we should lock up “criminals” before they commit crimes, based on a thought-experiment from Julian Baggini's The Pig that Wants to be Eaten, which was based on ideas from the film Minority Report, which was in its turn based on a story by Philip K Dick – all of these being only loosely based on the real world. Most people present felt that, even if our understanding of the (pre-)criminal mind were perfect, and even if predicting the opportunities and circumstances that might turn criminal propensities into crimes were possible, the costs (including widespread unease and fear of being labelled and locked up just for intentions or thoughts, abuse by the state…) would be too high, even though the victim of a crime that could have been prevented by locking up and ''curing'' the perpetrator before he had done it might disagree. Despite the topic being described as a "no-brainer'' and a ''contradiction in terms'' at the outset, and general agreement at the end that pre-emptive justice was neither feasible nor right, in between there was much discussion of the nature of justice and crime, and about how far some states have slid down this slippery slope already. 
OTHER KPC EXPERIMENTS: our venue experiments continued with our August meeting downstairs in Patisserie Valerie. A dozen people chatting round tables worked quite well, and an hour seemed long enough for the above discussion, though manager Geovanna is prepared to stay open a bit later if we liked – and is hoping to get a license to sell alcohol.  In September we will be trying out yet another venue, Bridges, which looks quite promising in that it has a licence (if you buy food), will open between 5.30 and 7.30pm just for Philosophy Café, and is big enough for us to spread out in..
Our experimental Kingston Philosophy Café discussion forum has now moved to the main Kingston Philosophy Café website (http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/discussion/), where we think it will be simpler to navigate and to link to KPC events and resources. It will still be administered and moderated mainly by Phil Rowlands (though we hope it won't need too much moderation). If you’d like to continue or start a discussion on-line do give it a go.
COMING SOON TO KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 
( Thursday September 2, 6.00 – 7.30: Ken Cottell on "John Stuart Mill, The Revisionist Utilitarian" at Bridges café (NB, normal time, new venue – evening entrance from Kingston riverside, next to The Gazebo pub ). Ken has provided some preliminary reading on Mill for the KPC website..  
( Wednesday September 15, 7.00 – 9.00pm:  Richard Baron “In Defence of Circular Arguments" at the Grey Horse. It looks like a bad idea to argue in a circle. You cannot use the conclusion of an argument to support the premises you started from. When Descartes got caught arguing in a circle, his argument for the existence of God was in big trouble. Richard Baron will claim that circular arguments are not as bad as they look. We should avoid them in physics and chemistry, but we should welcome them in subjects like history. And when we use them, that does not undermine the value of the conclusions we draw. Richard Baron teaches philosophy at the Mary Ward Centre in London. He has written two books, one on ethics and one on free will. You can find out more about his work at http://www.rbphilo.com. 
( More Philosophy Café Wednesdays at the Grey Horse: October 20, Paddy Gormley on “Big Bang”; November 17, discussion on Kierkegaard and Religion chaired by Filiz Peach; December 15, general discussion.
( Future Philosophy Café Thursdays: after September only our December session is so far allocated, for our annual "What next?" session, so suggestions and offers that would work well café-style are very welcome. You don’t have to know all the answers to lead a session – just some good questions to discuss! Suggestions and ideas from previous 'What next?' sessions can be found on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/some-possible-topics/. 
See Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
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