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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

July 2010
( Barrie Selwyn on Richard Rorty on June 16 at the Grey Horse was a clear account of a philosopher that some find difficult or puzzling, illustrated with some well chosen extracts (now at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/index?folder_id=4279464). The influences on Rorty included traditional analytic philosophy, American Pragmatism, Continental philosophy, and the philosopher Quine, quoted with approval by Barry: “Before you can say what is there, you have to say what there is.” Much of the quite polarised but good-humoured discussion circled around the connections between language and truth and whether there is any truth independent of our capacity to describe it.
( Thursday July 1, 6.00pm – 7.30: “The purpose of life is to avoid boredom”: Our experimental venue, Patisserie Valerie, could  only gave us one hour to sort out the purpose of life, a topic avoided by many contemporary philosophers – but Kingston Philosophy Café, led by Arthur Howarth, dived fearlessly into these murky waters, and carried talking at the Druid's Head afterwards. Thank you to Arthur for providing so many varied and stimulating quotations and ideas on the topic of boredom, now on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Boredom_quotes.pdf.  My group was coming round to the idea that boredom might not be such a bad thing, but we didn't get onto the purpose of life – maybe another time? 
KPC EXPERIMENTS CONTINUE: our place experiments began with our July 1 meeting at Patisserie Valerie. Although the room upstairs looked viable for the 20 or so who had gathered by 7.00pm, it proved a bit of a squeeze as more people turned up, and there was background noise to contend with too. We will try downstairs on August 3, and in September we will be trying out yet another venue.
And do give our web-experiment Kingston Philosophy Café Wiki a go, kindly set up by Phil Rowlands for those who’d like to continue or start discussions on-line – there’s a link to it from the KPC website.  Or let Phil know if you'd prefer a discussion forum on the main KPC website.
COMING SOON TO KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 
( Wednesday July 21, 7.00 – 9.00pm:  Alison Evans on Gnosticism, at the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston. 
( Thursday August 5, 7.00 – 8.00pm: “Pre-emptive justice”, a thought experiment, in Patisserie Valerie, Kingston Market Place. Should we lock up “criminals” before they commit crimes rather than afterwards? Please note time and place for our discussion – but come along earlier to stock up on coffee and one of Patisserie Valerie’s wonderful cakes or cookies or something more substantial. We’ll just have time for a “thought experiment” on this hot political topic before drifting towards a local pub – or home.
( Thursday September 2, 6.00 – 7.30: back to our normal time but in yet another experimental venue – Bridges, the café at the back of Milletts, which looks quite promising in that it has a licence (if you buy food), will open between 5.30 and 7.30pm just for Philosophy Café, and is big enough for us to spread out in – evening entrance from Kingston riverside, next to the Gazebo pub. Topic (art? / democracy and climate change?) t b c – keep an eye on Events on the website.
( Wednesday September 15, 7.00 – 9.00pm:  Richard Baron “In Defence of Circular Arguments at the Grey Horse.
( More Philosophy Café Wednesdays at the Grey Horse: October 20, Paddy Gormley on “Big Bang”; November 17, discussion on Kierkegaard and Religion chaired by Filiz Peach; December 15, general discussion.
( Future Philosophy Café Thursdays: after August only our December session is so far allocated, for our annual "What next?" session, so suggestions and offers that would work well café-style are very welcome. You don’t have to know all the answers to lead a session – just some good questions to discuss!  Suggestions and ideas from previous 'What next?' sessions can be found on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/some-possible-topics/. 
MORE DATES at Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk + more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 
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