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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

June 2010
“Licence to kill? Does Sartre’s existentialism mean we can do absolutely anything?”, the discussion led by Gerald Jones in May, involved participants in thinking critically about the logic of Sartre’s provocative statement in his 1946 lecture/book Existentialism and Humanism (misquoted from Dostoevsky) that “If God did not exist, everything would be permitted”. Guided by Gerald and assisted by quotations from Sartre and Camus, the discussion ranged from the arguments for God’s existence (none very convincing) to the possible (and perhaps necessary) alternatives to God as foundations for morality. Sartre, who was quite capable of contradicting himself, suggested in the same lecture that we should ask ourselves, “What if everyone were to do as I am doing?” – a question that moves us towards something like Kantian universalisability. 
“Gross National Happiness” – is this what our new Government should be aiming for?, our first 

June discussion, was a post-election special on the politics and philosophy of happiness. Various philosophical answers were on offer to some big questions about happiness / well-being / life satisfaction / contentment…: Can we define it well enough to pursue it? Is pursuing it the wrong way to achieve it? Is it a matter for the individual – or can only collective or government action increase GNP? My table discussed many possible aspects of happiness, including historical and national comparisons, the role of architecture and town planning, the work-life balance, choice, and inequalities of wealth – and enjoyed the discussion without coming to firm conclusions. You can find my introduction to the topic and the extracts and questions some of us got round to discussing on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Gross_national_happiness_discussion.doc. 

PS from “What did the Romantics ever do for us?": extracts from Keats and the alternative views of some scientists are now on the website in Our Files/Philosophy Café discussions, where you will also find notes and quotes from other KPC discussions.
TWO EXPERIMENTS BEGIN: not thought experiments this time, but a place experiment and a web-experiment. Over the summer months, when the Rose can’t accommodate us on our usual first Thursday evenings, we are going to try out a couple of other central Kingston cafés for our discussions (see below). We will have both venues to ourselves, which might appeal to those of you who have found noise levels in the Rose Culture Café too high. And Phil Rowlands has kindly set up a Kingston Philosophy Café Wiki for those who’d like to continue or start discussions on-line – there’s a link to it from the KPC website – so please give it a go. And please tell us what you think of both experiments.

COMING SOON TO KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ 
( Wednesday June 16, 7.00 – 9.00pm, Richard Rorty – a presentation and discussion led by Barrie Selwyn, at the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston.

( Thursday July 1, 6.00pm – 7.30: “The purpose of life is to avoid boredom”, in Le Traiteur, Crown Arcade, Kingston: Arthur Howarth will lead a discussion on the philosophy of Michael Winner, with reference to the approaches of some other philosophers and "Crop Rotation" from Either/Or before getting on to the important business of the evening – sitting round tables and talking in small groups. Le Traiteur is licensed and has good food too – so do come along to eat and drink as well as talk, and  make it worthwhile for Felina, the manageress, to open specially for us. 
( Wednesday July 21, 7.00 – 9.00pm:  Alison Evans on Gnosticism, at the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston. (More KPC “pub philosophy” evenings, up to December, on the website.) 
( Thursday August 3, 7.00 – 8.00pm: “Pre-emptive justice”, a thought experiment, in Patisserie Valerie, Kingston Market Place. Should we lock up “criminals” before they commit crimes rather than afterwards? Please note different time as well as place for our discussion – but come along earlier to stock up on coffee and one of Patisserie Valerie’s wonderful cakes or cookies or something more substantial. We’ll just have time for a “thought experiment” on this hot political topic before drifting towards a local pub – or home.
MORE DATES at Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk + more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic. 

Marilyn Mason 







