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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

March 2010
(  “Nietzsche, A Philosopher for the 21st Century” at the Ram Jam Club on, Wednesday 17 February, employed a standard philosophy conference dialectical format, though one untried so far by Kingston Philosophy Café, when Barrie Selwyn’s enthusiastic readings from Nietzsche and defence of his philosophy and influence was countered by a rather less enthusiastic response (from me) focusing on Nietzsche’s lack of logic and coherence, his tendency to make wild generalisations from metaphors or very specific examples, and his damaging influence on Continental philosophy. But we both agreed that Nietzsche’s very distinctive language and his iconoclasm were striking and admirable.
Thank you to Barrie for arranging this new venue, which was quiet and cosy, so the 30ish people who came along could fit in and hear each other with ease, which made a nice change – and we had our own bar. So we plan to keep up meeting twice a month, alternating our venues, days and times for as long as we can manage it and participants appear to want it.
( Professor Kate Soper on "Beyond Consumerism?" brought us back to the Rose Culture Café on 4 March, for a very popular talk on “pleasure, politics and the good life in the age of climate change” – a good theme for the dual centre of shopping and environmentalism that Kingston has become. Professor Soper talked about the treadmill of work, stress and consumption that many of us find ourselves on, and what a post-consumerist, time-rich society might be like (more philosophy cafés, less need for holidays perhaps?)  How freely do we choose this life-style, she asked, and why don’t governments recognise the benefits, both psychological and environmental, of a less productive, less materialistic economic system? The theatre was busier than usual because of its very popular current production of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” – nice for the theatre, but noisier for us! Those who missed the evening, or any of the discussion, or who didn’t manage to get hold of one of the very interesting papers Kate Soper brought along, can find out more about the “Cultures of Consumption” programme to which she contributed at www.consume.bbk.ac.uk – and we also hope to have some of Kate’s articles on the website soon.
KPC Wednesdays and Thursdays coming up
( A Think-in-Kingston event on Wednesday 24 March: Kingston Adult Education presents “Diary of a Nobody” with philosopher Filiz Peach and actor Clive Ward, 6.30 – 9.00pm in the back room of the Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston. This is another chance to see Filiz and Clive’s unique combination of philosophy and drama, this time introducing the notion of selfhood with extracts, some musical, from the well-known Edwardian comic novel “Diary of a Nobody”. Come along and enjoy!  NB, day, venue and time.
( Thursday 1 April, “Peter Singer, secular saint or utilitarian monster?” 6.00 – 7.25ish in the Rose Culture Café. Philosopher Peter Singer applies utilitarian ethics so rigorously to real life issues such as poverty, infanticide, and animal rights that he has become one of the most (in)famous and polarising of contemporary philosophers. Come along to find out more about Singer’s contribution to philosophy, particularly ethics, and to discuss whether it can ever be right to kill a baby or an aged parent, or to treat yourself to a luxury while there are starving people in the world. Some advance reading and useful weblinks on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/Peter_SingerKPC.doc. 
( More Philosophy Café Thursdays for your diary: May 6 (possibly a discussion on the contribution of the Romantics to philosophy), and June 3 and July 15 (topics still to be decided). Recent suggestions and offers have included: John Rawls’ Theory of Justice; Collective responsibility. “The purpose of life is to avoid boredom.”; Schopenhauer; Sustainability; Which ideas, assumptions and practices current today might our descendents come to regard with incredulity?; What is the point of philosophy?; Free speech; Richard Rorty; John Stuart Mill; “known unknowns…” - is that really such nonsense? If any of these dates suit any of you who have volunteered to lead on topics, do please let me know.
Keep an eye on Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional evenings and unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic, as well as occasional other events that might be of interest, such as many of this month’s Think-in-Kingston events.                                                                                                                           
Marilyn Mason 






