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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 
November 2009
Philosophy Café X 2 
At our meeting on Tuesday October 27 Dr Filiz Peach, philosopher, Vice-President of Philosophy For All and philosophy tutor at the North Kingston Centre, led a wide-ranging discussion on aspects of lust and “this thing called love", to tie in with the Rose Theatre’s “Behind Closed Doors” season. Love proved a very big topic, and the discussion referenced philosophers and poets through the ages and ranged through unconditional (parental?) love, friendship, desire, biological necessity, materialism, selflessness, embarrassment, possessiveness, “true love” (“like ghosts, which everyone talks about and few have seen,” as la Rouchefoucauld said?), love of country, love of money, love of God …with an argument along the way about the role of religion in expressing or suppressing love/lust – too much really for just an hour or so, but leaving much to think about. You can find more thoughts about love and lust on the website: the poems Atlas by U A Fanthorpe and Browning’s Two in the Campagna, and Philosophy Café regular Michael Northcott’s notes on the topic. Also of interest is  

Lust (OUP) by philosopher Simon Blackburn. Seeing “Miss Julie” in the Rose immediately afterwards made a fascinating follow-up, as that involves impassioned discussion of lust and love (and some guilt too, see next paragraph) – it’s playing till 28th November and well worth seeing. 
Then on Thursday November 5, the Gallery was filled to its capacity of 60 as Filiz and actor Clive Ward followed up with “Guilt: a philosophical exposé”. Filiz introduced the topic of moral and existential guilt, followed by a monologue from Albert Camus' "The Fall” powerfully performed by Clive, and then a discussion. Was Camus’ protagonist’s guilt, keenly felt though it seemed to be (or was this yet another pretence?), disproportionate? A lot of debate revolved around whether guilt was the rational, inevitable, result of having a moral sense, and whether it was innate or learned, useful or pathological. Where our moral sense comes from, and whether we really have a choice about what we do and how we feel about it, also came up, to be returned to in a future KPC evening, no doubt. Pub philosophy followed, in two nearby pubs – we’ll be taking over central Kingston soon. 
Double thank-yous to Filiz for leading both these discussions, and thank you, too, to Clive for his terrific contribution, to Barrie Selwyn for chairing both evenings, and to Rose Theatre staff for their help and support.

KPC Thursdays coming up
( Thursday December 3, 6.00pm – 7.25ish: “What next?” in the Rose Culture Café: A couple of  thought-experiments, probably returning to topics we’ve touched on this year and/or anticipating possible topics for next year to discuss round tables.  If you’re unfamiliar with thought-experiments and would like to know more about them, have a look here on the website. And in the conversational gaps, your opportunity to help shape our 2010 programme by suggesting topics or volunteering to lead a discussion – post-it notes provided. We already have some ideas and offers, but more are always welcome. Free. 
( Thursday January 7, 6.00pm – 7.25ish in the Rose Culture Café: Barrie Selwyn, Principal of Kingston Adult Education and occasional chair of KPC events, will be talking on “Nietszche, a personal view”. If you want to start thinking about Nietzsche, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_Nietzsche is not a bad place to begin, and Barrie recommends advance reading of the 1873 Nietzsche essay “On Truth and Lies in a Nonmoral Sense” which is now on the website.  Free.
( Other 2010 KPC dates for your diary: 4th February, 4th March, 1st April. We hope that one of these will be a Think-in-Kingston event. 
See www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information about these events, including occasional changes of time, venue or topic. The further ahead, the more likely things are to change!  
Marilyn Mason  






