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July 2009
( KPC going green?

Environmentalist and writer Shaun Chamberlin gave an excellent introduction, aided by some alarming graphs, to current environmental challenges: climate change, peak oil, species loss, population growth… Despite all these threats to our survival and his awareness of how much has to be done to counter them, Shaun remains “unashamedly positive about the kind of world humanity could create”, very much the approach of the Transition Town movement of which he is a leading light. Shaun, who has a philosophy degree, also raised some of the philosophical and ethical questions that we will return to next month, when he hopes to join us again: How much do we need to consume to achieve a good life? What constitutes reliable evidence for climate change? (See http://www.darkoptimism.org/DenialismDebunked.pdf.) Do extinctions matter? It was, as one participant said a “very clear and well paced talk”, and the forty or so people who came along have a very good foundation for next month’s discussion.  
A big thank you to the Rose for the room, which was just right for this event, and to Shaun, whose slides can be seen at http://www.darkoptimism.org/KPCslides.ppt. His book The Transition Timeline (Caroline Lucas MEP: “A hugely valuable manual... use it to change your world.") is available at http://tinyurl.com/TransTimeline.

Pub philosophy

July’s discussion continued afterwards at the Gazebo, on the riverside towards Kingston Bridge from the Rose, which seems a reasonable place for regular post-KPC drinks and conversation. It’s a big pub and, while it’s not exactly quiet, there is usually space for a group, either downstairs or upstairs (perhaps the quieter space, accessible via stairs outside). 

Philosophical book exchange

Do you have philosophy books or periodicals that you will never read again (or perhaps never read in the first place) that other KPC participants might like? Why not dust them off and bring them along to a KPC evening to find a good home? The Rose will put any books left at the end of the evening into their free book exchange programme.  
KPC Thursdays coming up (the next few are all on the first Thursday of the month)
( Thursday 6 August, 6.00 - 7.30pm, Kingston Philosophy Café in the Rose Culture Cafe
“It might cost the Earth – but why should we care?”: an informal follow-up to the June discussion, on some of the philosophical and ethical issues raised by our relations with nature and environmental concerns. A free event. If you want to think and prepare ahead there are some questions and topics on the website and an excellent presentation by Naomi Oreskes on the background to climate change denial at http://www.darkoptimism.org/DenialismDebunked.pdf. 
( Thursday 27 August, 6.00 - 7.30pm, Kingston Philosophy Café in the Rose Culture Cafe
Bob Churchill on “Whatever you think about rationalism is probably wrong.” Free.
( September: Having crammed the September meeting into August while the Rose is quiet, Kingston Philosophy Café will be taking a short break to celebrate its first birthday, returning on October 1.
( October 1 & November 5: a dialogue on guilt, and some philosophical poetry to discuss – probably in that order, but dependent on the availability of quiet space in the theatre. Both free.
( December 3: time for a review and forward planning for 2010, probably coupled with a thought-experiment to discuss. Suggestions for next year’s topics and volunteers to lead discussions welcome – post-it notes will be provided. Free.
( January 2010: Barrie Selwyn will be leading the discussion. Free.
Keep an eye on www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for the most up-to-date information including changes of time, venue or topic and whether events need to be booked in advance or paid for. The further ahead the meeting, the more likely it is to be subject to change!
Marilyn Mason                                                                       www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk 






