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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

May 2009
Was Kant funny?
Not very, if the joke passed on by Professor Steven Connor in his entertaining talk on "Writing, Thinking, Playing and Laughing" on 7th May was anything to go by, though it came as a surprise to some that Kant ever joked and that there were laughs to be had in philosophy. But there were many such surprises, jeux d’esprit and jokes during the evening, ably organised and chaired for Kingston Philosophy Café by Barrie Selwyn of Kingston Adult Education. Professor Connor’s wide-ranging talk is impossible to summarise or even to select from, but it will appear in due course at www.stevenconnor.com. Those that missed it missed a fascinating discussion as well as his demonstration that he can indeed, as a Finnish conference-goer once asserted, say “phenomenological” faster than anyone. 
Apologies to those of you who hadn’t realised that this event in the Rose Studio was a ticketed one, or who had trouble buying tickets in advance – but much of this was beyond the control of KPC. For the most up-to-date information we recommend that you keep an eye on www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk, where we always make it clear if events need to be booked in advance or paid for.

Philosophical book exchange

Do you have philosophy books or periodicals that you will never read again (or perhaps never read in the first place) that other KPC participants might like? Why not dust them off and bring them along to a KPC evening to find a good home? The Rose will put any books left at the end of the evening into their free book exchange programme.  
KPC Thursdays (the next few are all on the first Thursday of the month)
(Please note change of schedule from earlier updates, owing to availability of speakers and quiet spaces in the Rose.)

( NEXT PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ – Thursday 4th June, 6.00pm in the Rose Theatre Studio 
A philosophical conversation about theatre and drama with Stephen Unwin, Artistic Director of the Rose Theatre: What is theatre today for? Can or should plays explore philosophical questions? Free. 
( Thursday 2nd July, 6.00, Kingston Philosophy Café in the Rose Theatre Studio 
Environmentalist and writer Shaun Chamberlin on contemporary environmental challenges: 
unusually for Kingston Philosophy Café, we are going to consider facts and evidence with the help of an expert before moving on to the ethical issues underlying them next month. Free. 
( Thursday 6 August, 6.00 - 7.30pm, Kingston Philosophy Café in the Rose Culture Cafe
“It might cost the Earth – but why should we care?”: an informal follow-up discussion of some of the ethical issues raised by our relations with the natural world and environmental concerns. Free.
( Thursday 27 August, 6.00 - 7.30pm, Kingston Philosophy Café in the Rose Culture Cafe
Bob Churchill on “Whatever you think about rationalism is probably wrong.” Free.
( September: Kingston Philosophy Café will probably take a short break in, returning at the beginning of October.
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