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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

April 2009
Thought experiments – “So much fun!” 
It was good to see so many new faces amongst the 40 to 50 participants (I lost count) at our April discussion of two thought experiments on equality and justice. It was also very pleasant having the Rose Culture Café to ourselves. Discussions that I joined included ones on: whether you ought to treat children, or anyone else, equally or whether needs should be taken into account; whether society existed, and, if so, was just survival of the fittest; whether someone “useless” should be chucked out of a space ship; whether equality of opportunity was the important thing and whether it would matter if that led to an unequal meritocracy; whether a 50;50 equality:meritocracy was a possibility… all interesting points, quite topical, and enough to keep people busy talking till 7.30 and beyond. Comment from one young participant: “So much fun! I thought it might be boring but it wasn’t!!”

You can read a tidied-up version of my brief introduction to thought experiments on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/About_thought_experiments.doc.  

Philosophical book exchange

Do you have philosophy books or periodicals that you will never read again (or perhaps never read in the first place) that other KPC participants might like? Why not dust them off and bring them along to a KPC evening to find a good home? The Rose will put any books left at the end of the evening into their free book exchange programme.  
KPC Thursdays and other though-provoking events coming up
Starting Monday 27th April,  7.00 – 9.00pm “Introducing Philosophy”, a 10-week course at North Kingston Centre, taught by Dr Filiz Peach and ideal for Philosophy Cafe participants seeking background and to develop their analytical skills. More information on KPC website and here.  

Wednesday 29th April, 6.00pm Professor Robert Plomin on “Genetics, Psychology and Education” in JG0001, Penrhyn Road Campus. Admission free, but book online at www.kingston.ac.uk/fass/activities/conferences/register/. More information on KPC website and at http://fass.kingston.ac.uk/activities/item.php?updatenum=1076 
NEXT PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ, Thursday May 7, 6.00 - 7.40pm *: talk by Professor Steven Connor on "Writing, Thinking, Playing and Laughing". During Kingston Readers' Festival, KPC features a talk on writing by Steven Connor (right), Professor of Modern Literature and Theory, Birbeck College, and Academic Director of the London Consortium. Professor Connor will maintain that playful and comic writing is to be taken just as seriously as other kinds, but also defend the view that writing is intrinsically and essentially ridiculous. More information at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk, and about Professor Connor at www.stevenconnor.com. 
Tickets £6.00, from the Rose Theatre box office on 0871 230 1552 or in person, or via www.rosetheatrekingston.org. This event is supported by Kingston Adult Education in celebration of Adult Learners' Week, and a limited number of free tickets is available to bona fide Kingston Adult Education students - contact Barrie Selwyn at barrie.selwyn@rbk.kingston.gov.uk. 

*NB, slightly later finish time than usual, to miss the audience arriving for a theatre performance. We are requested to leave quietly in order not to disturb the play.
Thursday 4th June, 6.00 – 7.30pm – discussion on the environment / environmental ethics, t b c, The plan is to have an evening of scene-setting, information and evidence, followed by a discussion of the ethical issues in our July meeting – more details nearer the time.
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