PRESS RELEASE, March 09

For May

Kingston Philosophy Café celebrates Adult Learners’ Week and Kingston Readers’ Festival with a talk by Professor Steven Connor on "Writing, Thinking, Playing and Laughing" 
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On the evening of Thursday 7th May, during Kingston Readers' Festival and national Adult Learners’ Week, Kingston Philosophy Cafe features a talk on writing by Professor Steven Connor (left). He will maintain that playful and comic writing is to be taken just as seriously as other kinds of literature, but also defend the view that writing is intrinsically and essentially ridiculous. Professor Steven Connor is a writer, critic and broadcaster, Professor of Modern Literature and Theory at Birkbeck College, London and the Academic Director of the London Consortium. He is the author of books on Dickens, Beckett, Joyce, ventriloquism, skin, flies, and other topics in literary and cultural history, and “Next to Nothing”, a forthcoming book about the historical poetics of the air.

Marilyn Mason, organiser of Kingston Philosophy Café comments: ““We considered several topics with a literary flavour for the month of the Readers’ Festival but top of the list was Steven Connor, so we were delighted when such a distinguished academic accepted our invitation to speak during May.”
Kingston Philosophy Café meets monthly in the Rose Theatre Culture Café, and anyone interested in discussing philosophical topics in a convivial atmosphere is welcome to come along. Most meetings are informal and free, though the May talk is a ticketed event in the Rose Studio. Tickets cost £6.00, available from the Rose Theatre box office on 0871 230 1552 or in person or via www.rosetheatrekingston.org. The talk is supported by Kingston Adult Education in celebration of Adult Learners' Week. 
NOTES FOR EDITORS

Steven Connor on "Writing, Thinking, Playing and Laughing" is on Thursday 7th May, 6.00 - 7.40pm in the Studio, Rose Theatre, High Street, Kingston upon Thames KT1 1HL. 
Steven Connor is Professor of Modern Literature and Theory, Birkbeck College, London and Academic Director of the London Consortium, a Graduate Programme in Humanities and Cultural Studies taught in collaboration between Birkbeck, Tate, the Institute of Contemporary Arts, the Architectural Association and the Science Museum. He is a writer and broadcaster for radio and the author of books on Dickens, Beckett, Joyce and post-war British fiction, as well as of Postmodernist Culture (Oxford: Blackwell, 1989, 2nd edn 1996), Theory and Cultural Value (Oxford: Blackwell, 1992), Dumbstruck: A Cultural History of Ventriloquism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), The Book of Skin (London: Reaktion, 2003) and Fly (London: Reaktion, 2006). His forthcoming book Next to Nothing is an historical poetics of the air. More information, including lectures, broadcasts, unpublished work and work in progress, at www.stevenconnor.com. 

Photo of Steven Connor available on request.

More about Kingston Philosophy Café at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk 

More about Adult Learners’ Week at http://www.niace.org.uk/alw/2008/default.htm. 

More about Kingston Readers’ Festival at http://www.kingston.ac.uk/krf/.
