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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

November 2008

“Is it Art?” 

Once again around 40 people turned up, some regulars and some new faces, eager for intelligent and focused philosophical conversation. I’m not sure that we fully resolved the question, though it definitely seemed worth two sessions with conversations still in full flow as the session drew to a close. Some kind of “institutional theory” had support, as had the idea that the visual arts should be visually engaging, with an emotional impact on the viewer. The artist’s expression and originality were also considered important – but whether all this adds up to a coherent definition, or whether we are left with something more like Wittgenstein’s “family resemblance” theory is anyone’s guess! The notes from both sessions are on the website here and here for anyone who missed either of the discussions or wants to go on thinking about this ever-topical question.
Our December meeting, “What next?”, is on Thursday 11th (N B change of date from some earlier publicity) at 6.00 pm prompt (come along earlier to meet and buy refreshments in the Rose Café).  “What next?” is not a philosophical question this time, but your opportunity to help shape the programme for 2009, to tell us what and how you’d like to discuss. Don’t worry that you’ll be “volunteered” to lead a session – if you’d like to do that you’d be very welcome, though Barrie or I could probably start off a discussion on most things, even those we know little or nothing about!  But if you don’t like the way we are doing things, this is your chance show us how to do better by choosing a topic and leading or chairing a session.  We’ve already had lots of good suggestions and ideas and offers (collected up here if you want a preview), including some stimulating questions and quotations on the good society compiled by Michael McCarthy here. 
Also to consider: should we stick to the same format at every meeting, or should we vary our methods as well as our topics? Some of the ways we could discuss these topics can be found here.  I’ll also say a bit about the Philosophy Café concept for the benefit of new participants (you can read about it here), and bring along a philosophical puzzle or two in case we have time to try out this kind of discussion. 

"British values"?
Something else to think about: could Philosophy Café make a useful contribution to the current Ministry of Justice consultation on British values, a "nationwide discussion to talk about what we might include in a Statement of Values, what form it should take and how it could be used"? See
http://governance.justice.gov.uk/about/statement-of-values/ 
http://governance.justice.gov.uk/what-others-are-saying/ 
http://governance.justice.gov.uk/british/
If we decided to do this, it would have to be in January (meeting date Thursday 15th) to meet the MoJ’s deadline. But see also http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2008/nov/09/gordon-brown-british-national-identity  – it’s possible that a national Statement of Values will never emerge. Would it still be an interesting discussion topic, even without a usable outcome?

Think-in-Kingston, March 2009:  Our meeting on Thursday 12th March will be part of Think-in-Kingston, with a talk by a guest philosopher: Dr Mark Vernon, philosopher, writer, broadcaster, journalist and editor of new series of books on "The Art of Living" will talk about "Philosophy and the Art of Living". This will be a more formal event than usual, with tickets and a charge to cover the cost of a room in the Rose. See http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/calendar/item/2101566?cal%5fitem%5fid=2101566 for more on the event and www.markvernon.com for more about our speaker.
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