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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

September 2008

Thank you everyone who came along to our opening session on the 4th, and special thanks to our two speakers, Barrie Selwyn and Rod Piggott, to those of you who were brave enough to join in the discussion, and to those who gave some very helpful (quite polarised) feedback afterwards as well as some useful suggestions and offers. It was good to see so many people there, confirming my impression that there is indeed an appetite for intelligent conversation in Kingston. 
Rod Piggott’s introduction to Philosophy, which proved surprisingly contentious and provoked a lively response, was a lot to take in all at once, and is now up on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/introphilosophy.doc for anyone who’d like to revisit it or who missed the session. Book recommendations from Barrie Selwyn are listed at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/useful-reading/barrie-selwyn-s-booklist/ .
Our next meeting, “Is it Art?”, on Thursday October 2 at 6.00 pm prompt (come along earlier to meet and buy refreshments in the Rose Café) will be the first of two. I will be introducing a few concepts and questions and bringing along some pictures of artworks, some controversial and some not, and then it will be over to you. We won’t be aiming to discuss all the arts, just the visual ones, but of course other art forms may come up or could be covered another time. The atmosphere in the upstairs bar area will be more café-like than our first meeting, and I hope the session will be very informal and participative. It will end at 7.30 or just before, as the theatre audience goes into the auditorium. 
Some notes with questions to think about and suggested reading if you want to get ahead, are now on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/IS_IT_ART,_prep.doc My draft slide show is also on the website, if you want a preview, at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/assets/other/is-it-art-slide-show/, and I hope that some of you will bring along illustrations, the more border-line and puzzling the better. 
Our third meeting on Thursday 6th November at 6.00 pm prompt, will be an opportunity to recap, to have read and thought a bit between meetings, and then try to come to some conclusion. Can we together arrive at a definition of art that includes all the things we want to and excludes the rest? That is really the question, and it’s quite a tough one.

I know that a few of you will find the new start time of 6.00pm difficult so we may lose some people, but gain others, and as we go along different topics and different formats will inevitably appeal to some and not others. If you don’t like the way we are doing things, show us how to do better by choosing a topic and leading or chairing a session!  But, to consider: if we found a format that everyone really liked (big if!) would we then stick to it for every meeting, or is there something to be said for varying methods as well as content? We’ll come back to all this in our December meeting.

Think-in-Kingston 2009: I’m discussing with Colin Bloxham, Arts Officer at RBK and organiser of Think-in-Kingston, the possibility of the Philosophy Café hosting one more formal event with a guest philosopher-speaker, during Think-in-Kingston, Spring 2009, probably at a different time and place. Watch this space. All other monthly meetings in 2009 remain open to your suggestions.
Marilyn Mason

