
Question List

Definition.    The IHEU definition “affirms that human beings have a right and a responsibility to give meaning and shape to their own lives”.  We are used to speaking of basic or natural human rights (although this concept is not without its detractors).  The idea of basic or natural responsibilities is less commonly discussed – (Responsibility: a thing which one is required to do as part of a job, role or legal obligation, OED).  

What would be the basis or originating authority for the imposition of such responsibilities?  
Humanism as an ideology.  Taking just two examples from the manifesto, Realism and Activism / Quietism, there appears to be a degree of ambivalence which might be seen to detract from the rigour required of an ideology.  In the former we are enjoined to exercise both pessimism of the intellect and optimism of the will.  In the later we must act on behalf of ourselves and others but quietly refrain let others live as they may.  At best these ambivalences may be no more than appeal to the Aristotelian golden mean.  At worst they may indicate lack of intellectual rigour 

Are the beliefs and ideas of humanism sufficiently self-consistent to constitute an ideology?

Is the appeal to ‘optimism of the will’ consistent with the primacy of reason.

Humanism – Manifesto entry.  This section refers to ‘the human species as a collective entity’.  

Is there such an entity?  

If so, how can the individual relate to it.

Also if so what part does rationality play in its functioning?  

(see http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2013/jun/30/population-growth-wipe-out-life-earth?INTCMP=SRCH for a view of the current condition of the species and its effect on the environment.)

Eudemonism Manifesto entry.  Eudaemonia is often loosely translated as happiness but also has fuller interpretations in terms such as flourishing.  Its full meaning has been the subject of extensive study and debate.  That there is more to it than Eudaemonia is indicated by the ancient saying (source?) ‘call no man happy until he is dead’.  

Is the assertion ’that happiness is the only good’ an adequate basis for what the International Humanist and Ethical Union state to be ‘a democratic and ethical life stance’ ?
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