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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE
March 2013



	
	Date
	Start Time
	End Time
	Title

	Tue
	05/03/13
	18:00
	19:30
	"Freedom to offend?" 

	Wed
	20/03/13
	19:00
	20:30
	Whatever did we do before psychology? A consumer's view 

	Tue
	02/04/13
	18:00
	19:30
	"Social contract theory and its shortcomings". 

	Wed
	17/04/13
	19:00
	20:30
	tba (Prof. Simon Blackburn) 

	Tue
	07/05/13
	18:00
	19:30
	Jules Evans, Policy Director for the Centre for the History of the Emotions at Queen Mary College, London 

	Wed
	15/05/13
	19:00
	20:30
	"Stuff and Nonsense: Berkeley and Immaterialism" 

	Tue
	04/06/13
	18:00
	19:30
	Stoicism 

	Wed
	19/06/13
	19:00
	21:00
	"Art, truth and knowledge: inside and outside the frame" 

	Wed
	17/07/13
	19:00
	20:30
	On Quantum Physics 


VENUES: click here for how to find us.  Tuesday meetings are at Bridges Café, Wednesdays at the Ram Jam Club. All meetings are open to all and free, though donations towards our occasional expenses are welcome.   
ALSO OF INTEREST in Kingston and nearby
( Kingston Skeptics in the Pub meets on the first Thursday of every month at the Ram Jam Club. And members who live or work near Ealing might like to check out Ealing Skeptics in the Pub too. 
( Cafe Scientifique in Kingston meets on the last Tuesday of every month at Woody's, Ram Passage, Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 1HH.
( The current Royal Institute of Philosophy London Lecture Series is on Philosophical Traditions, with talks on Buddhism, the so-called continental and analytic divide, Daoism, African Philosophy, Jewish thinking, Feminism, Islamic philosophy, and more - see the list and dates of talks at http://www.royalinstitutephilosophy.org/page/36.

( 3rd – 22nd June, The Meddlers Theatre Company presents "Socrates and His Clouds" by William Lyons, at the Jermyn Street Theatre, London SW1. Online booking should start soon - perhaps someone would like to organise a group trip?  See poster here.

( Lent Lunchtime Talks on "Faith & Secularism", Thursdays, 1.10 to 2.00pm at All Saints Church, Kingston: 
7 Mar - An Islamic Perspective, Raficq Abdulla MBA, broadcaster and poet; 14 Mar - A Buddhist Perspective, James Peel, Buddhist meditation teacher and faith associate, Kingston University; 21 Mar, A Humanist Perspective - Jeremy Rodell, Chairman, SW London Humanists
COMING TO THE  Café THIS MONTH





( Tuesday March 5th, 6.00 - 7.30pm at Bridges*: "Freedom to offend?" - the merits of freedom of expression and speech (as argued for by John Stuart Mill and the poet Milton) versus an apparent need to restrict and regulate the media (as argued in the Leveson report). A relevant bit of pre-reading would be philosopher �HYPERLINK "http://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/fileadmin/documents/presentations/The_Rights_of_Journalism_and_Needs_of_Audiences.pdf"�Onora O'Neill's 2011 lecture on "The Rights of Journalism and the Needs of Audiences"�. There will be extracts from some of the above to start off the discussion.�





( Wednesday March 20th, 7.00 - 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club*: "Whatever did we do before psychology?: a consumer's view", a talk by Natalia Doran�








LATEST  DISCUSSION REVIEWED





( Wednesday February 20th  "A 'Just War' or 'Just a War'?" Thank you to Rick Lewis, editor of Philosophy Now,  for coming along to talk to us starting such a rich discussion,  from the origin of just war theory in mediaeval theology, to its current  relevance in attempting to make war as humane as something so innately violent can be.  The theory underpins much international law, it has its weaknesses -  and discussion focused on those, as well as on applications to contemporary conflicts Marilyn Mason





In his talk about A Just War Rick Lewis detailed the criteria which were proposed by Thomas Aquinas then developed up to 15th century. These seemed reasonable (cause, intentions, proportionality, success) and they may have been relevant then but today's wars seemed to be governed by reason rather than justice. This led to a debate about pacifism though it was justified could it ever work. Maybe modern wars are all about journalist hubris viz "the Arab Spring" Jeremy Smithers











Participate


Write a review at on the �HYPERLINK "http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/blog/"�Blog�


Continue the discussion on the �HYPERLINK "http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/discussion/"�Discussion Page�


New Speakers will always be considered








