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ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

 
KINGSTON INTER-FAITH FORUM  

 
meeting on Wednesday 6 April 2011 at 3:00 pm in  

 
THE GUILDHALL, KINGSTON, KT1 1EU 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

OPENING REFLECTION 
  
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND WELCOME TO ANY NEW MEMBERS AND 

GUESTS 
   
2.  NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING Appendix A 

To agree the notes of the meeting held on 22 November 2010. 
 
3.  PLANNING FOR FUTURE EVENTS  

To discuss draft proposals for the following events:  
 

 

3.1. Young People's Involvement in Inter Faith Activities  

Revd Stuart to discuss. 
 

3.2. National Inter Faith Week - 20-26 November 2011  

 
 

4.  KINGSTON LOCAL SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN BOARD  
Harminder Jagdev, LSCB Business Manager from RBK, will brief the Forum on the 
pan-London Culture and Faith project. 

 
 

5.  THE JOEL COMMUNITY  
John Bond from The Joel Community will speak briefly about its hopes to develop a 
range of local community services with St Peter's Church of England, Norbiton. 

 
 

Interval for refreshments and socialising 

  
6.  KINGSTON POLICE AND CHAPLAINCY  

Superintendent Paul McGregor from Kingston Police will attend to speak on this 
item. 
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7.  COMMUNITY CHAPLAINCY  
   
8.  MEMBERS' REPORTS BACK FROM EVENTS  

To consider members’ reports back from past events including: 
 

8.1. National Inter Faith Week - 21-27 November 2010  

 

8.2. The Mayor's Civic Service - Sunday 12 December 2010  

 

8.3. Equalities Forum - Monday 17 January 2011  

Fleur Standring and Lally Malik to report.  
 

8.4. Holocaust Memorial Commemoration - Sunday 30 January 
2011 

Appendix B 

Revd Mandy Beck will give a oral report at the meeting.  
 

8.5. Mayor's Community Awards - Monday 7 March 2011  

 
 

9.  OTHER INTER-FAITH ORGANISATIONS AND OTHER COMMUNITY 
ORGANISATIONS 

   

9.1. Kingston Community & Police Partnership  

For the Forum to consider a representative to sit on the Kingston Community and 
Police Partnership Panel. 

 

9.2. Richmond Inter Faith Forum  

Rashid Laher to present.  
 

9.3. Faiths Forum for London  

Summit for religious leaders, 8 February, Kings College, the Strand, for the Launch 
of a ‘Social Bond’ fund. 

 

9.4. South London Inter Faith Group AGM - Sunday 13 March 2011  

Revd Stuart and Rashid Laher will update the Forum.  
 

9.5. South East England Faiths Forum (SEEFF) 2011 Annual Conference - Monday 
11 April 2011 
Revd Stuart will present this item.  

 
10.  DRAFT TIMETABLE 2011/12 AND OTHER WORKING 

ARRANGEMENTS 
Appendix C 

To agree a programme for 2011/2012. 
 

 
11.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

To consider any items for discussion which were not submitted for the agenda (as 
time allows). 
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11.1. INFORMATION SECTION Appendix D 

To note information about events or resources as listed and any provided by Forum 
members at the meeting. 

 
12.  DATE AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT BUSINESS MEETING  

Further to discussions under Appendix C (Draft Timetable for 2011/2012 and Other 
Working Arrangements), the date for the next meeting will be agreed after this 
meeting. 
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INTER FAITH FORUM 
 

Notes of the meeting held on 22 NOVEMBER 2010 at 10:33 am in Guildhall, Kingston 
upon Thames 

 
 

Present 
 
Local Faith Group Representatives 
Revd Amanda Beck Church of England 
Rabbi Charley Baginsky Kingston Liberal Synagogue 
Joanna Efstathiou Greek Orthodox Church 
Anthony Freedman Kingston, Surbiton & District Synagogue 
Nazim Ghauri MBE Ahmadiyya Muslim community 
Ali Jaffri Shia Muslim community 
Edith Jayne Kingston Quakers 
Dianne Mahboubi Baha’i community 
Rosita Niknafs Baha’i community 
Rabbi Michael Rosenfeld Kingston, Surbiton & District Synagogue 
Fleur Standring Kingston Liberal Synagogue 
Revd Bruce Stuart (Chair) Free Church representative (URC) 
 
Local Organisation Representatives 
Revd Stan Brown Kingston University 
Regula Hug NHS Chaplain SW London and St 

George's Mental Health NHS Trust 
Rashid Laher (Vice Chair) Kingston Local Involvement Network 

(LINk) 
Sgt Andrew Rice Kingston Police 
Rabbi Danny Rich (Vice Chair) NHS Chaplain SW London 
 
Guests 
Nabil Mustapha Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum 
Jonathan Crook Census Area Manager for Kingston upon 

Thames and Richmond upon Thames 
 
In attendance 
Simon Pearce RBK Head of Community Care Services 
Ola Olaluwoye RBK Democratic Support 

 
 

OPENING REFLECTION  
 
The opening reflection was to be given by Charanjit Singh Makan, who, due to 
unforeseen circumstances, had to give apologies a few days before the meeting. 
The Chair, Revd Bruce Stuart, instead shared with the Forum thoughts on an article 
recently published in USA Today which claimed that religious people tended to be 
better neighbours than their secular counterparts. A survey carried out and 
published in the book “American Grace: How Religion Unites and Divides Us” 
showed that, amongst other activities, 40% of people who regularly attended 
services were more likely to help out in the community compared to 15% of non-
believers. 
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25. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND WELCOME TO ANY NEW MEMBERS AND 

GUESTS  

 

Apologies were received from Charanjit Singh Makan, and Revd. Ken Walker. The 
Chair also welcomed Sgt Andrew Rice from Kingston police, Nabil Mustapha from 
the Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum and Jonathan Crook, Census Area Manager for 
Kingston upon Thames and Richmond upon Thames. 
 
 

26. NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

 

Appendix A 

The notes of the last meeting were AGREED.  
 
 

27. ATTACK ON KINGSTON MOSQUE  

 
 

Sgt Andrew Rice from Kingston Police had been invited to address the Forum 
following attacks on Kingston Mosque the previous day (Sunday 21 November 
2010). Rashid Laher advised that Kingston Mosque had already sent a message to 
its members that if they saw anyone from the march, to walk away rather than 
engage with them. A few English Defence League (EDL) members had come to the 
Mosque last Sunday and had thrown things at it, but had gone away before the 
police had arrived. Sgt Rice advised that after the incident, the police had followed a 
few EDL members into a pub to ensure no other incidents would follow thereafter; 
however some alcohol-fuelled members did go back to the mosque and threw raw 
bacon and sticks at it. The police arrested them and charged them with affray and 
damage. They had now been released on bail, but there was a very good chance 
they would be convicted. Sgt Rice added it was unfortunate that some of the 
incidents had taken place after they had left the scene, but it was good they were 
still able to make some arrests. Sgt Rice added that lessons had been learnt from 
this incident; if police had been at the mosque an hour longer, the incident may not 
have happened. 
 
Forum members queried whether the incident had started in Kingston or from 
outside the area. Sgt Rice advised that some people had “piggy-backed” on from 
marches/events outside the borough, and that those charged were not local people. 
 

With the agreement of the Forum, Rabbi Rich stated the Forum supports the 
manner in which the police responded to the incident, and that they do not welcome 
people who come to our area to commit such acts. It was agreed that Forum 
representatives would visit the mosque to show their support. 
 
Nazim Ghauri stated that on a similar note, Ahmaddiyya Muslims condemned the 
actions of a minority of Muslims who had gathered in Hyde Park on Remembrance 
Sunday to demonstrate against the war in Iraq and burn poppies. He noted that 
Remembrance Sunday had been marked long before the current invasion in Iraq, 
and that recently the Ahmaddiyya Youth had raised £21,000 for the poppy appeal 
and donated it to the Royal British Legion. 
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It was AGREED that Revd. Stuart, in consultation with the Vice Chairs, would draft a 
response and send it to the mosque. 
 
 

28. PLANNING FOR FUTURE EVENTS   

28.1     Holocaust Memorial Commemoration Sunday 30 January 2011    Appendix B    
Revd Mandy Beck updated the Forum on preparations for next year’s Holocaust 
Memorial Commemoration. It would be held on Sunday 30 January 2011, at 2.30pm 
in the Guildhall. The theme was “Untold Stories”. The main speaker, Prof. Philip 
Spencer from Kingston University, would talk about listening to survivors of the 
Holocaust. Edith Jayne would email posters to Forum members in Word and pdf 
formats for them to print and distribute in their various places of worship or work. 
 
Anthony Freedman added that he had heard Prof Spencer speak twice before, and 
found him to be exceptional on both occasions. 
 

28.2     Second Seminar - 10 February 2010        

The seminar planned for February 2011 would look at Britain and faith, how the two 
work together, and the role of faith in the market place. The working title for the 
seminar is “A Briton of Faith…!”. Both Revd Stuart and Rabbi Rich would meet in 
December and draft a programme and forward to the Forum before the holidays. Ali 
Jaffri advised that he would be happy to help with the organisation of the seminar.  
 

28.3     Richmond Faith Forum        

Rashid had suggested doing a joint programme with the Richmond Faith Forum 
(RFF), but this was still only at “discussion” stage. Forum Members suggested 
seeing RFF’s constitution first before any further planning.  
 
 

30. 2011 CENSUS  

 
 

Jonathan Crook, Area Manager for Kingston and Richmond gave a presentation on 
next year’s census. It was the only poll that attempts to count every person and 
household in the country. It has been held every ten years since 1801 (apart from 
during the war in 1941), and is compulsory for all residents in the country under the 
1927 Census Act. The nominal day is 27 March 2011, though you can complete it 
before then, up to three months beforehand. The census is needed in order to make 
the best use and to allocate resources. If the numbers from the census are not right, 
we may all lose out financially. The census gives very detailed information on 
different population groups. During the last census, RBK had almost a 90% return 
rate of the census, whilst Richmond had nearer 92%. The responses were mainly 
from the “general public”; whereas the elderly (over 80), ethnic minorities and the 
disabled (including the blind) were massively underrepresented in the census. 
 
Changes since the last census included: 

• more eastern Europeans in the country who may be suspicious about this 
type of survey 

• there are 25% more elderly people now; 

• the considered backlash emanating from the identity cards proposals; and  
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• issues surrounding confidentiality. Mr Crook added that information from the 
census is not shared with local or central government. 

 
At present, there are about 90 part-time and full-time jobs involved in the census. 
The roles were temporary and flexible, and they were looking for local people to help 
out, and those who speak other languages were most welcome. The minimum age 
is 18 years at a rate of £8.02 per hour. Applications were being accepted online. 
There were also supervisory roles, all full time at 37 hours per week, though these 
are also on a temporary basis. Mr Crook ended by asking the Forum to spread the 
word. 
 
In response to questions from the Forum, Mr Crook also advised the following: 

• The question on religion is the only optional question on the census; 

• To ensure compliance, the compliance team would co-ordinate people 
knocking on doors to advise people of the census. The maximum fine for not 
taking part is £2,000; 

• There is a “Post 2011” working group, as this was almost certainly the last 
census in this format. It currently costs £500,000 to administer, and in future 
smaller surveys will possibly take place. We now live in a world where a lot of 
people voluntarily give away a lot of information about themselves anyway; 

• To ensure compliance with young people, Mr Crook had a meeting with 
student representatives that afternoon to advise on the census; 

• This was the first census to be done online; though if done online it could only 
be for a maximum of six people per household. 

 
The chair thanked Mr Crook for his informed presentation. 
 
 

31. ELMBRIDGE MULTI FATH FORUM  

 
 

Nabil Mustapha addressed the Forum on how the Elmbridge Multi-Faith Forum 
(EMFF) worked. Some of the points highlighted were: 

• It was established in 2004 and had an executive set up. 

• They had a Gala in 2004 and invited people of different faiths. Mr Mustapha 
invited the Forum to the next Gala on 22 January 2011 at Claremont Fan 
Court School. 

• The EMMF pay for the food that is provided. 

• Activities of the Forum allowed members to discover things they never knew 
existed, for example, the Japanese Buddhist temple. 

• Their website has regular visits, demonstrating that they are not just a talking 
shop, but a talking and doing shop. 

• They have their own room in Thames Ditton, but at present do not have 
enough activity to use it every Tuesday. Mr Mustapha welcomed KIFF to join 
EMFF during their meetings in order it is used regularly. The room also has 
books of different faiths there. The room is in Thames Ditton village hall, with 
a good car park. They were happy to let it out to other groups, but they would 
have to pay, as they are charged £5 per hour. 

 
The aims and objectives of the EMFF are that they wanted to make their resources 
available to different statutory bodies regarding faith and also ethnic minorities, for 
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example, responding to requests for a Portuguese-speaking person, or the Fire 
Service asking for women or ethnic minorities. 
 
Mr Mustapha added that it was important to have an identifiable multi-faith focus so 
that people can find the information they need easily. Either Mr Mustapha or one of 
his colleagues can direct people to where they can find the information they are 
looking for. They involve people of all and no faiths, including humanists and 
atheists. 
 
Mr Mustapha ended the presentation by sharing some photographs from the last 
Gala event. 
 
 

32. INTER FAITH WEEK - 21-27 NOVEMBER 2010  

 
 

Forum members raised the following points: 

• Rashid Laher apologised for the information that had been filtered to Forum 
members at the last minute, but had picked up on a number of events 
happening both here and at Richmond. There was a push for the week’s 
Faith Fest (25 November), though events such as these tended only to 
interest those who already have an interest in faith events. 

• Rabbi Rich took responsibility for the late response to the Pulpit Swap, 
though this was still going ahead as planned. 

• Rabbi Rosenfeld advised that the Mitzvah Day (21 November) had now been 
adopted by other faiths. Lots of clothes had been given to Kingston Refugee 
Action. Although this was new to Kingston, the initiative had taken place 
nationally for many years. 

• The Forum also wanted to record its thanks to Andrea Campanale for her 
work during Inter Faith Week. 

• Edith Jayne advised that it had been difficult to get information from 
organisers regarding available space. 

• Ms Jayne also suggested that for next year’s event, more information should 
be sent to the RBK website earlier, as she felt the event had not been well 
publicised this year. 

 
 

33. INFORMATION SECTION  

 

Appendix C 

The information contained within the report, including details of the attack on 
Ahmaddiyya Muslims in Kingston towards the end of summer and the Forum’s 
response to it, was noted. 
 
 

34. AHMADDIYA MUSLIM INTIMIDATION  

 
 

Further to the event described in item 4 of the Information Section. Nazim Ghauri 
advised that the police had been very supportive, and that the incident was still 
undergoing investigation. 
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The Chair and Vice Chairs had co-ordinated a response on behalf of the Forum 
responding to the event. Ali Jaffri advised that he is happy to contribute to 
responses to any Muslim-related event. 
 
 

35. HM GOVERNMENT'S COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW - IMPACT ON 
INDIVIDUALS  

 

Fleur Standring noted that there would be a number of problems people would face 
with their housing benefit being capped. She added that there had been something 
like a 60% increase in rent over the last ten years, and that the increase in evictions 
and homelessness would be an issue the local authority would have to deal with. 
Revd Stuart advised Forum members to keep an eye on the housing situation within 
their various communities. 
 
Revd Stuart also noted that Democratic Support was also currently undergoing a 
review which may affect its servicing the Forum, and took the opportunity to record 
the Forum’s thanks to Andrew Bessant and his team for the support given to the 
Forum over the years. 
 
Anthony Freedman noted that there had been talk about the finances of the Forum 
for many years, but little had been done about it. Now was the time to look at how 
the Forum would manage if the current administrative support had to go. He said it 
had been enlightening to see how Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum function, and that 
KIFF should consider having its own bank account. 
 
 

36. EXPRESSION OF INTEREST TO JOIN FORUM  

 
 

Revd Stuart and Anthony Freedman had discussed the representation of the Forum 
and were mindful that they did not want over-representation of Christians. He and 
Revd Beck were two of the borough deans on the Forum. It was recently raised that 
the Methodist representative, Revd. Bonny-Belle Pickard had expressed an interest 
in joining the Forum, but he was unsure what implication that would have on 
representation from other Christian representatives. Mr Freedman advised that 
Revd Pickard was more concerned about being involved with KIFF, and did not feel 
that there had ever been an issue with Christians being over represented on the 
group, but, rather, that anyone enthusiastic about joining the Forum should be 
allowed to do so. Revd Beck advised that she would be invited as a Methodist 
representative rather than as an individual. 
 
Ola Olaluwoye advised that she would have to go over the Forum’s working 
arrangements before advising any further. 
 
The item was NOTED. 
 
 

37. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING   

37.1     Community Chaplaincy Event - 24 June 2010 Appendix D 
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Simon Pearce, Head of Community Care Services, was not present when the report 
on the Community Chaplaincy Event was presented to the Forum at its last meeting 
on 29 July 2010. He will speak with Rashid Laher on what to do next, and welcomed 
any ideas people may have on how to go forward. Ideas could be sent to Simon via 
email at Simon.Pearce@rbk.kingston.gov.uk. 
 
 

38. MEMBERS' REPORTS BACK FROM EVENTS   

38.1. Faith And The Environment Seminar - 28 October 2010    Appendix F    

The Forum recorded its thanks to Jean Cousens, former clerk to the Forum, for the 
success of the event. There were only a few KIFF members present, but 
notwithstanding, the success demonstrated that the Forum is capable of hosting a 
public event. Revd Stuart thanked those who led the discussions around the tables. 
Transition Town Kingston (TTK) would like to take the discussions further, but at 
present it was not clear how this would happen. 
 
Anthony Freedman noted that it demonstrated a need for enthusiasm in order for 
such events to be a success. Edith Jayne queried whether a follow-up event was 
needed, or whether it was now down to the individuals or communities to see what 
they could do to affect the environment positively. For example, how do you get 
teenagers to use less electricity, or how do we travel less et cetera. However, Ali 
Jaffri suggested that there should be another event, or at least a sub-group where 
people can get together and share idea with TTK 
 
It was AGREED that Ali Jaffri, Fleur Standring and Edith Jayne would start such a 
group. Mr Jaffri and Ms Standring were happy to remain on the group for up to a 
year. 
 

39. SACRE MINUTES  

 

Appendix G 

The notes of the last meeting were NOTED. 
 
 

40. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 
 

It was agreed the meeting be adjourned at 1.05pm. 
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Holocaust Memorial Day Commemoration Event 

‘UNTOLD STORIES’ 
 

SUNDAY 30 JANUARY 2011 
The Guildhall Council Chamber 

 
2:30 pm : Welcome 

by the Reverend Mandy Beck – Chair of the Holocaust Memorial Day Working 
Group of the Kingston Inter Faith Forum 

 
2:35 pm : Keynote Speaker:  Professor Philip Spencer 

Professor of Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Kingston University, and the 
Director of the Helen Bamber Centre for the Study of Rights, Conflict and Mass 

Violence 
 

2:55 : Impressions from students from Tolworth Girls’ School who have 
experienced HMD workshops – interviewed by Fleur Standring 

 
3:10 Commemoration Event 

Led by Rev. Mandy Beck with contributions by the Worshipful Mayor of RBK, 
Councillor Chrissie Hitchcock and members of the Inter-Faith Forum, young 
people from the two synagogues and representatives from both Synagogues.  

 
3:30 – 4:00 : Refreshments 

 
About 150 people attended this year’s event, which is becoming established in 
the Community and gaining support with many Councillors, Inter-Faith Forum 
Members, parents and children, members of the Association of Jewish Refugees 
and both Synagogues, the Bishop’s office, KREC, the Peace Council, and other 
faith and community leaders.  We had e-mailed extensively to Schools, 
Councillors, Libraries, Faith Leaders, the Press and Media, and the Fire and 
Police Service.   
 
Displays by the Baha’i Community and materials from the Holocaust Memorial 
Day trust were attractively presented and Ola and Jean had set up the room 
and PA system on the Friday.  Catering was efficient though traffic flow at that 
end of the room could be improved by removing some of he chairs at the end 
of the event.   
 
The Lecture was informative on the theme of ‘Listening to Holocaust Survivors 
Stories’. 
Young people’s contributions seemed to be particularly valued by the audience 
(though whether applause was appropriate was questioned)- Tolworth Girls 
told us about their experiences of the workshops about the Holocaust they had 
attended and there were songs by youth from the Liberal Synagogue and 
readings by youth from the Orthodox Synagogue.   
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Rev Mandy Beck hosted the entire event and readings by the Mayor, 
Synagogue Reps and Inter Faith Forum Reps also took place (next year perhaps 
to be slightly shortened). 
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DRAFT TIMETABLE FOR 2011/2012 AND OTHER WORKING ARRANGEMENTS 
 
 
BACKGROUND – REVIEW OF 2010/2011 
 

1. Meeting Commitments 
At its meeting on 4 May 2010, the Forum agreed meeting commitments for 2010/11 
as follows: 
1.1 Business meeting – 29 July 2010, 10.30am 
1.2 Seminar “Faith and the Environment” – 28 October 2010, 6.00pm 
1.3 Business meeting – 22 November 2010, 10.30am 
1.4 Seminar (“A Briton of Faith!”) – 10 February 2010, 3.30pm 
1.5 Business meeting – 6 April 2010, 3.00pm 
The 10 February 2011 seminar was initially postponed to 28 February 2011 before 
eventually being cancelled with the possibility of it being held later in the year. 
 

2. Participation in Other Events 
Additionally, the Forum organised or participated in the following events: 
2.1 Mayoral Sunday – 13 June 2010 
2.2 Community Chaplaincy – 24 June 2010 
2.3 Heritage Open Days – 9-12 September 2010 
2.4 Religious Education Discussion – 10 October 2010 
2.5 National Inter Faith Week – 21-27 November 2010 
2.6 Holocaust Memorial Commemoration – 30 January 2011 

 
3. Invitations 

Also, Members were invited to a number of other events organised by communities 
and their members. 
3.1 Kingston SACRE Annual Lecture – 22 June 2010 
3.2 Visit to Korean Buddhist Temple – 1 September 2010 
3.3 Performance of “The Word” at the Kingston Quaker House – 5 October 2010 
3.4 Bishop of Guildford Evensong for Carers – 7 October 2010 
3.5 Celebration of the Birth of Baha’u’llah – 13 November 2010 
3.6 Mayor’s At Home Reception & Community Awards – 7 March 2011 
 

4. Regional and External Events 
The Forum was represented at other meetings and events, including: 
4.1 Elmbridge Multi Faith launch – 13 June 2010 
4.2 Inter Faith Network UK National Meeting – 8 July 2010 
4.3 RBK Equalities Forum – 28 July 2010; 18 October 2010; 17 January 2011 
4.4 Scriptural Explorations in Local Inter Faith Group – 3 October 2010 
 
 

5. Overview 
At its meeting on 28 January 2010, the Forum agreed to hold three business 
meetings and two seminar events in 2010/2011, in order that meetings would be of 
a broader type than just business meetings. The October seminar, “Faith and the 
Environment” received positive feedback from most participants and as a result has 
prompted some Forum members to work with Transition Town Kingston to raise 
awareness of the ideas generated from the event amongst their faith communities. 
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PROPOSED PROGRAMME FOR 2011/2012 
 

6. The Forum may wish to follow a similar pattern for 2011/2012, that is, three 
business meetings and two seminar type events. 
 

7. Additionally, the Forum may wish to consider ideas for ‘projects’ or seminars 
considered at previous meetings. The former clerk to the Forum initiated 
arrangements to have a joint Inter Faith Walk with Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum to 
mark the Olympics in 2012. Also, Forum members have shown keen interest in 
holding another Youth event, in the form of a conference or inter faith panel. 
 

8. As with previous years, members who are organising other events to which the 
Forum is invited are requested to recognise that Forum members might often not be 
able to attend each activity because of all their other commitments.  Ideally, there 
should be no more than two events/ meetings per month. 
 

9. It is customary for the Forum to have discussed proposals for the following 
municipal year between January and April of the current year. This has not 
happened this year because: 

• No formal meeting of the Forum has convened since November 2010 

• At the time this agenda went to print, the Council’s municipal calendar for 
2011/2012 had still not yet been agreed. This Council’s calendar will 
determine the clerk’s ability to fit the organisation of IFF meetings around 
formal Council commitments. It is expected that the calendar will be agreed 
by the first week in April 2011. 

 
10. The Forum should consider the draft timetable attached at Annex 1 and notify the 

clerk of any suggestions/comments no later than 12 May 2011. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
In light of paragraph 9 above, it is RECOMMENDED that the Forum agree that a business 
meeting is convened in June to: 
 

1. to agree the timetable for 2011/2012 
2. appoint the Chair and Vice Chairs for 2011/2012. 
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ANNEX 1 
 

Inter Faith Calendar 2011-2012 
 

May  
 
2nd – 12th day of Rivdan 23rd – Declaration of the Bab 

17th – Vaisakha Puja/Wesak 29th – Ascension of Baha’U’Llah 

 
 

June  
 
2nd – Ascension Day 16th – Guru Arjan Dev Martydom 

5th – Goddess Gaia 21st – Summer Solstice 

8-9th – Shavuot 29th – Mirajun Nabi 

 
 

July  
 
9th – Martydom of the Bab (noon) 15th – Asala 

 
 

August  
 
1st – 1st day of Ramadan 26th – Jumatul Wida 

22nd – Janamaashtami 31st – Eid-Ul-Fitr (End of 
Ramadan) 

 
 

September  
8th-11th – Heritage Open Days 
 
1st – Ganesh Choth 28th – Navaratri/Durga Puja 

23rd – Autumnal Equinox  

 
 

October  
 
6th – Dasheraa 20th – Sri Guru Granth Sahib 

Succession 

11th – Sharad Purnima/Valmiki 
Jayanti 

21st – Sinchat Torah 

13th-21st – Succot 26th – Divali 

20th – Birth of the Bab 27th – Hindu New Year 

20th – Shemini Atzeret  

 
 

November  
13th – Remembrance Sunday 
20th-26th – Inter Faith Week 
 
24th – Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur 
Martydom 

28th – Ascension of Abdul Baha 
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December  
 
5th – Yaum Al-Ashura 21st – Winter Solstice 

8th – Bodhi Day 21st-28th – Hanukkah 

 
 

January 2012  
27th – Holocaust Memorial Day (commemoration TBC) 
5th – Birthday of Guru Gobind 
Singh 

31st – Birthday of Guru Har Rai 

6th – Epiphany  

 
 

February  
 
2nd – Imbolc 15th – Nirvana Day 

7th – Magha Puja 20th – Mahashivratri 

8th – Parinirvana 21st – Shrove Tuesday 

8th – Tu B’Shevat 22nd – Ash Wednesday 

9th – Milad un Nabi  

 
 

March  
 
2nd – Nineteen Day Fast (Baha’i) 9th – Hola Mohalla 

7th – Taanit Esther 20th – Spring Equinox 

8th – Holi 21st – Naw-Ruz 

8th – Purim 23rd - Ugadi 

9th – Shushan Purim  

 
 

April  
 
5th – Maundy Thursday 13th – Vaisakhi 

6th – Good Friday 18th – Birthdays of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur and Guru Angad Dev 

6th – Theravada New Year 19th – Yom Hashoah 

6th – Hanuman Jayanti 25th – Yom Hazikaron 

6th – Fast of the Firstborn 26th – Yom Ha’atzmaut 
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KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM – 6 APRIL 2011 

 
INFORMATION SECTION 

 
1. Inter Faith Network Bulletin March 2011 – Extracts 
2. Films of Interest 
3. Pilgrimage on Wheels Bike Ride 12 – 20 November 2011 
4. Volunteering 

 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
1. Inter Faith Network Bulletin March 2011 – Extracts 

 
Early day motion on Religious Education and the English Baccalaureate 
 
A new ‘English Baccalaureate’ certificate is to be awarded to students who achieve A* - C 
grades in Maths, English, two Sciences, a foreign language and a humanity (defined as 
Geography or History). The first pupils to gain the certificate will do so in 2013.  Schools will be 
judged in new league tables that will assess numbers of students achieving this new 
qualification.  RE is not considered a humanities subject for the purposes of the E Bac.  Last 
month, Stephen Lloyd, Liberal Democrat MP for Eastbourne and Willingdon, tabled an early-
day motion calling on the Government to recognise RE in the EBac. 
www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-11/1375   A number of other bodies are encouraging members 
to write by the end of March to ask their MP to support this motion.   
For further information see www.religiouseducationcouncil.org/content/view/189/45/ and 
www.religiouseducationcouncil.org/content/view/186/45. 

 
 

Secretary of State Speech on voluntary sector funding 

 
Eric Pickles, MP, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, gave a speech 
on 1 March at the Annual Conference of the National Council of Voluntary Organisations. 
 
In his speech he set out three ‘reasonable expectations of how Local Authorities will conduct 
themselves’ in their relationships with the voluntary sector: 

• First, it is reasonable to expect that councils will not pass on disproportionate cuts to local 
voluntary and community groups. That they will not inflict bigger reductions to your budgets 
than they take on themselves.  

• Second, any sensible council has known for many months that we were facing tough times 
– so it is reasonable to expect that they will have been talking to voluntary and community 
groups at a very early stage about how services need to change.  

• Third, it is reasonable to expect that they will have given three months’ notice or more when 
they think they need to end or alter a grant, or other support.  

The full text of his speech can be found online at www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/networking-
discussions/blogs/20591/11/03/01/eric-pickles-mp-secretary-state-communities-local-govern. 
 
 
 
‘Multiculturalism’ and integration  
  
Issues of integration, values and perspectives on 'multiculturalism' were at the heart of two 
speeches made, respectively, by the Prime Minister in Munich on 5 February 
(www.number10.gov.uk/news/speeches-and-transcripts/2011/02/pms-speech-at-munich-
security-conference-60293)and the Deputy Prime Minister in Luton on 3 March 
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(www.dpm.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/news/deputy-prime-ministers-speech-open-confident-society).  
These have sparked considerable debate.  
  
Responding on 17 March to a written question from Jim Cunningham (Labour, Coventry South) 
about what recent steps the Department for Communities and Local Government has taken to 
improve community relations between different populations, Andrew Stunell, Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State, said, “Integration and positive relations between different populations 
are integral parts of the big society. As the Prime Minister set out in his recent speech in 
Munich, integration is fostered by meaningful and active participation in society, which is 
achieved by shifting the balance of power away from the state and towards the people, and by 
initiatives such as the National Citizen Service. DCLG also recently awarded the Church Urban 
Fund £5 million to promote interaction in local communities between people of different faiths, 
through a new programme called Near Neighbours. DCLG are considering what additional, 
specific activities are needed to improve integration and overcome divisions in communities. 
We are working to develop a cross-government approach by May 2011.” 
 
 
Universities and freedom of speech 

On 18 February Universities UK published Freedom of Speech on Campus: Rights and 
Responsibilities.  The report examines  the meaning of academic freedom and freedom of 
speech. It then explores the contemporary context in which universities are operating, both in 
terms of the diversity of current student populations, and the wider national environment. It 
summarises the relevant law and describes the Government’s security strategy and other 
security initiatives and structures. It then reviews the various ways in which universities from 
across the UK have addressed these challenges and sought to reconcile differing priorities, 
drawing on an on-line survey conducted by Universities UK of all its members in 2010.  Inter 
faith engagement on campus is touched on at a number of points.   

The report is the result of a Universities UK working group chaired by Professor Malcolm Grant, 
President and Provost of University College London (UCL). The working group was established 
in January 2010 following the arrest of Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab in the United States on 
Christmas Day 2009 for an attempted act of terrorism. Eighteen months previously he had 
graduated from UCL. 

The report can be downloaded from: 
http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/Publications/Pages/Freedomofspeechoncampus.aspx 

 

PROJECTS 

 

Campus inter faith relations 

Across the last two years, the NUS Inter Faith Project, funded by the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (DBIS), has been providing students' unions with information, advice and 
training on how better to engage with, and support, the diverse needs of students of faith with 
the aim of improving the experiences of students of faith in further and higher education. The 
project has also supported students and students' unions in organising inter faith activities on 
campus to increase dialogue and understanding of different faith groups.  They will shortly be 
launching an inter faith toolkit for students' unions in further and higher education.  For further 
information please contact Kat.Luckock@nus.org.uk 
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CALLS FOR INFORMATION, COMPETITIONS AND TENDERS 

 

Inter faith activity and young people 

The Inter Faith Network is currently updating its information on inter faith projects of and for 
young people.  This is part of developing new web-based resources highlighting this vital area 
of work and also working towards a new edition of the widely used youth inter faith action 
guide, Connect: Different Faiths, Shared Values.  If your organisation is carrying out work to 
increase the involvement of young people in inter faith interaction, learning and cooperation, 
Augustine Booth-Clibborn would be very pleased to receive information about this at 
augustine.booth-clibborn@interfaith.org.uk. 

 

 

The Big Survey: Faith-Based Youth and Community Work 

 
Nigel Pimlott, who works for the Frontier Youth Trust and is a PhD student at Staffordshire 
University, is currently researching the relationship between faith-based work, community 
cohesion and the concept of the ‘Big Society’.  He would be interested to hear from any faith-
based youth workers (paid or volunteer) who would be willing to give their views via a short 
questionnaire.  The questionnaire can be found at http://www.kwiksurveys.com/online-
survey.php?surveyID=IJIJGK_4ef1e494 and should take about 10 minutes to complete. 
 
For further information please contact nigel@pimlott.org or telephone 07940 545469. If you 
wish to contact Staffordshire University about the research, please email 
P.L.Twilley@staffs.ac.uk or telephone 01782 294793. 
 
 

National Family Week 30 May to 5 June  

 
National Family Week aims to highlight the importance of families spending quality time 
together and aims to promote the benefits of a healthy, active lifestyle.  Over the last two years, 
the Week has involved families in thousands of events, competitions, offers and promotions.  
Next year the Week will take place from Monday 30 May to Sunday 5 June and the organisers 
are keen to encourage faith-based and inter faith groups to get involved by: 

• promoting the Week (free posters, balloons, stickers etc. are available) 

• holding community events and registering these on line through the National Family Week 
Event finder; and 

• having a special family focus during the week, eg at meetings, worship, youth activities. 
 
For further information visit www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk or contact 
bee@nationalfamilyweek.co.uk. 
 
 

The Big Lunch 

The ‘Big Lunch’ will take place this year on Sunday 5 June.   The Big Lunch is an annual one-
day get together with your neighbours - wherever you live. It can be anything from a simple 
lunch to a full-blown street party with DJs and a home cooked feast. Find out more at: 
www.thebiglunch.com/index.php. 
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DIARY DATES 

 
The Bournemouth Media School, in conjunction with the UK Speechwriters’ Guild, is 
hosting a one-day conference in Bournemouth on Friday 8 April focusing on how faith is 
reported in the media. The conference, entitled ‘We do, do God – How Do People in Public Life 
Communicate Faith?’, runs from 9.30am to 4.30pm and will bring politicians, religious leaders 
and journalists together to discuss their work.  Speakers will look at ways in which spiritual 
ideas are communicated, reflecting on how best to present faith, so as to avoid 
misunderstanding. The speakers include Alan Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham, Rabbi Jonathan 
Romain, Ruth Gledhill, Religious Affairs Correspondent, The Times, Conor Burns MP, Paul 
Johns, Director of the College of Preachers, Simon Cohen, Global Tolerance, Professor Max 
Atkinson, a public speaking expert, Tony Lobl, a Christian Scientist, Professor Ian Linden, 
Director of Policy, Tony Blair Faith Foundation and Shaun Hayes, Member of the Order of 
Bards Ovates and Druids.  There is a charge for attending and a limited number of concessions 
are available.  For more details visit www.ukspeechwritersguild.co.uk/wedodogod or contact 
Brian Jenner on 01202 551257. 
 
The Institute of Jainology will be holding an event at the British Library on 15 April for 
Mahavir Jayanti, the Jain festival celebrating the birth of Mahavira. More details of this free 
event are at www.jainpedia.org or email info@jainpedia.org. 
 
The Jain community will be celebrating the 2609th Birthday of Bhagwan Mahavir on Saturday 
16 April at the Jain Centre, 64-68 Colindale Avenue, London NW9 5DR.  The programme runs 
from 10.30am until 5.00pm and will contain dance and music as well as the launch of Heritage 
and Cultural Academy as part of the educational programme of the Jain Network. All are 
welcome to attend.   For further information or invitations, please contact Dr Natubhai Shah at 
dr@natubhaishah.com. 
 
The Alister Hardy Society and the World Congress of Faiths are hosting a joint conference 
on Saturday 11 June entitled ‘Spirituality: how might spiritual/religious experience help towards 
understanding and compassion?’.  The conference will run from 10.00am to 4.30pm at the 
Essex Unitarian Church, 112 Palace Gardens Terrace, Kensington, London W8.  The speakers 
are the Revd Dr Marcus Braybooke, Dr Gregory Barker and Eley McAinsh.  To book or for 
further details please contact johnfranklin35@hotmail.com. 
 
The London College of Fashion, University of the Arts London and the University of 
Amsterdam are jointly convening an academic symposium entitled ‘Mediating Modesty: 
Fashioning Faithful Bodies’ on Wednesday 15 June.  The event takes place from 9.30am until 
5.30pm at Rootstein Hopkins East Space, London College of Fashion, 20 John Princes Street, 
London, W1G 0BJ.  The symposium will bring together speakers from cultural studies, 
anthropology, fashion studies and religious studies to think about women’s modest self 
presentation in the context of new forms of commerce, commentary, and community and 
explore how and to what extent women of different backgrounds are engaging in shared 
discourses about modest dressing and body management within and across faiths.  Tickets 
cost £25 (£15 concessions).  Further details and booking information can be found at: 
http://newsevents.arts.ac.uk/event/mediating-modesty. 

 
 

 
2. Films of Interest 
 
An African Answer is a film that was released 12 November 2010.  A Nigerian imam 
and a Christian pastor are seen together mediating between two groups of Kenyans, 
both Christian, who had been involved in violent clashes.  The imam – Muhammad 
Ashafa – appeals to their love of Jesus as their Lord and Saviour to help effect 
reconciliation.  Despite the seriousness of their mission, there is a surprising amount of 
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humour in the film, not least thanks to the genuine rapport and banter between the two 
Nigerians. 
 
West is West was released on 25 February 2011.  A sequel to East is East.  Father, 
George (Ghengis) Khan takes his youngest son, Sajid, back to George’s home village 
in Pakistan in an attempt for him to understand how to be a good Muslim.  As the film 
rolls along George realises that he has changed due to his years spent in England;  
despite initial negative reactions, Sajid comes to appreciate aspects of Pakistani 
culture.  Two sub plots, trying to find a wife for Sajid’s brother, Tariq, and the 
unexpected arrival of George’s English wife, Ella, ensure that there is a return to a 
humorous tone. 

 
 
 
3. Pilgrimage on Wheels Bike Ride 12 – 20 November 2011  

 
Further to successful cycle rides to Jerusalem in 2005 and 2008, the Woolf Institute 
had planned an 8-day journey beginning in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and 
ending in the Old City of Jerusalem later this year. However, due to the ongoing unrest 
in the Middle East and North Africa, the ride has moved from Jordan/Israel to Spain. 
The journey retains an interfaith theme and will include visits to Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim sites of interest as it passes through Andalucia, from Cordoba to Seville. 
 
Further details will be available in April, though a revised itinerary is currently available 
at 
http://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/assets/pdf/Woolf_Institute_Spain_bike_ride_itinerary.pdf. 

 
 
 
4. Volunteering 
Kingston Voluntary Action (KVA) March Newsletter 
 
Volunteers’ Week, 1-7 June 2011 
Volunteers' Week is an annual event which celebrates the fantastic contribution that 
millions of volunteers make across the UK. The Week plays a huge part in raising the 
profile of the millions of volunteers who regularly contribute to society, while inspiring 
others to get involved too. 
www.volunteersweek.org.uk 
  
Good Sports Bonanza, 2 June 2011 – All Saints Church 
As part of Volunteers’ Week 2011, Kingston Volunteer Centre will be staging an 
introduction to sports volunteering. Named after Kingston Volunteer Centre’s 
successful Good Sports project, the aim of which has been to get more people involved 
in sports volunteering, visitors to the town centre will get the chance to learn firsthand 
about the benefits of sports volunteering. 
www.kvc.org.uk/calendar/item/5327027 
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