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ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

 
KINGSTON INTER-FAITH FORUM  

 
Meeting on Monday 22 November 2010 at 10:30 am in  

 
THE GUILDHALL, KINGSTON, KT1 1EU 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

 
OPENING REFLECTION from Charanjit Singh Makan 

  
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND WELCOME TO ANY NEW 

MEMBERS AND GUESTS 
 

   
2.  NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING Appendix A 

To agree the notes of the meeting held on 29 July 2010. 
 

 
3.  PLANNING FOR FUTURE EVENTS  

To discuss draft proposals for the following events:  
 

3.1. Holocaust Memorial Commemoration Sunday 30 January 2011 Appendix B 

Revd Mandy Beck to report. 
 

3.2. Second Seminar - 10 February 2010  

 

3.3. Richmond Faith Forum  

 
 

4.  2011 CENSUS  
Presentation from Jonathan Crook, Area Census Manager for Kingston and 
Richmond. 

 

Interval for refreshments and socialising 

  
5.  ELMBRIDGE MULTI FATH FORUM  

A presentation from Nabil Mustapha, Chair of the Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum. 
 

 
6.  INTER FAITH WEEK - 21-27 NOVEMBER 2010  

Revd Stan Brown to report.  
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6.1. Dr Michael Ipgrave - 22 November 2010  

Revd Stan Brown to report.  
 

6.2. JustThisDay - 24 November 2010  

Any member involved with this is invited to update the Forum at the meeting.  
 

6.3. Faithfest - 25 November 2010  

Revd Stan Brown to report. 
 
7.  INFORMATION SECTION Appendix C 

To note information about events or resources as listed and any provided by Forum 
members at the meeting. 
 

8.  AHMADDIYA MUSLIM INTIMIDATION  
See item 4, page B11, of Information Section. 
 

9.  HM GOVERNMENT'S COMPREHENSIVE SPENDING REVIEW - IMPACT ON 
INDIVIDUALS 
See Information Section item 7, page B13-B14.  

 
 

10.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
To consider a report on matters arising from the last meeting. 

 
 

10.1. Community Chaplaincy Event - 24 June 2010 Appendix D 

At the last meeting in July, the former clerk to the Forum, Jean Cousens, provided a 
written report of the event. Simon Pearce, RBK Head of Community Care, will be 
present to give verbal feedback of the event.  

 

10.2. Young People's Involvement in Inter Faith Activities  

The Forum is requested to: 
1. indicate whether to pursue another schools panel visit 

a. if so, to agree which school and who will organise the visit 
2. indicate whether to pursue a one-off meeting of young people. 

 
11.  MEMBERS' REPORTS BACK FROM EVENTS  

To consider members’ reports back from past events including: 
 

11.1. Visit to Korean Buddhist Temple - 2 September 2010  

Revd Stuart to report.  
 

11.2. Heritage Open Days - 9-12 September 2010  

Updates to be given from participating communities.  
 

11.3. Papal Visit to UK - 16-19 September 2010  

 
 

11.4. Religious Education Discussion, 10 October 2010 Appendix E 

Revd Stuart to report. 
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11.5. Equalities Forum Meeting - 18 October 2010  

Fleur Standring to report.  
 

11.6. Faith and the Environment Seminar - 28 October 2010 Appendix F 

Revd Stuart to report.  
 

11.7. Celebration of the Birth of Baha’u’llah - 13 November 2010  

Dianne Maboubi to report.  
 

11.8. Service at Kingston and Surbiton District Orthodox Synagogue –  
20 November 2010 
Anthony Freedman to report. 

 

11.9. Other Remembrance-Related  Events  

Members are invited to update the Forum on any events they have attended or 
organised relating to Remembrance Sunday, or remembering those who have 
otherwise passed on. 

 

11.10.Mitzvah Day - 21 November 2010  

  
 
 

12.  SACRE MINUTES Appendix G 
To note the Minutes of the last Standing Advisory Council for RE meeting. 

 
 

13.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
To consider any items for discussion which were not submitted for the agenda (as 
time allows). 

 
 

14.  DATE AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT BUSINESS MEETING  
• to agree the date for the next meeting proposed in the draft timetable as 

Wednesday 6 April 2011, 3.00pm at the Guildhall. 
• to note that the deadline for notification of items for that meeting should be sent to 

the clerk no later than Tuesday 1 March 2011. 
• to agree who will be giving the opening reflection for that meeting. 
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INTER FAITH FORUM 
 

Notes of the meeting held on 29 JULY 2010 at 10:30 am in Guildhall, Kingston upon 
Thames 

 
 

Present 
 
Local Faith Group Representatives 

Rev Bruce Stuart Free Churches  (URC) Chair 
Rev Amanda Beck,  Church of England 
Joanna Efstathiou  Greek Orthodox 
Fr Peter Jenner Roman Catholic 
Fleur Standring Liberal Jewish 
Anthony Freedman Orthodox Jewish  
Nazim Ghauri Ahmadiyya Muslims 
Rizwan Khaliq Sunni Muslims  
Edith Jayne The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 

 
 
Local Organisation Representatives 

Revd Stan Brown Kingston University 
Rabbi Danny Rich NHS Chaplains 
Mike Thakar Sarvoday Hindu Association 
Sydney Assor Surrey Three Faiths Forum 
Rashid Laher Kingston Local Involvement Network 

 
 
In attendance 

Ola Olaluwoye RBK Democratic Support 
Jean Cousens RBK Democratic Support 
Afsheen Nasir Kingston Workstart 
Karen Balharrie Kingston Workstart 

 
 
 

OPENING REFLECTION  
 
Mr Simon Birch read the poem “O Son of Spirit”, attached at Annex 1.  
 

14. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & WELCOME TO ANY NEW 
MEMBERS AND GUESTS  

 

Apologies were received from Rabbi Charley Baginsky, Andrew Bessant, Linda 
Ferdman, Theo Harris, Regula Hug, Dianne Mahboubi, Lally Malik, Ed Mooney, 
Rosita Niknafs, and Charanjit Singh Makan. 
 
Anthony Freedman pointed out that Linda Ferdman was on the Forum’s circulation 
list, rather than his replacement. 
 
It was noted that this was Amarjit Kaur Channi’s last meeting as she was stepping 
down from her role on the Forum. The Forum presented her with a card and flowers 
and thanked her for all her efforts towards the Forum over the years. 
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The Chair also welcomed Revd Maggie Hindley, a URC minister and a member of 
the London Inter Faith Centre in Kilburn, who was visiting us as an observer. 
 
 

15. NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING  Appendix A 
The notes of the meeting of 4 May were AGREED subject to the following 
amendment: 
 
That under item 7.1 “Holocaust memorial commemoration – 31 January 2010” in the 
second paragraph, the first “in” should be changed to “for” so the sentence will read 
“Fleur Standring reminded the Forum that the synagogues’ seminars for secondary 
schools have been very effective in reaching out to hundreds of students each year”. 
 
 

16. VICE CHAIR: APPOINTMENT AND NOMINATION PROCESS  Appendix B 

 

16.1 To Confirm the Appointment of Lally Malik as a Forum Vice Chair  

During its meeting on 4 May 2010, the Forum proposed Lally Malik to be appointed 
as Vice Chair subject to their being no dissent being received by the 28 July 2010. 
No such expressions of dissent were received. 
 
It was AGREED that Lally Malik be appointed as the third Vice Chair for the Forum. 
 

16.2 To Amend Paragraph 5 of the Forum's Working Arrangements As Set Out in 
the Report 

 

Email notification was sent to Forum members on 9 June of the following proposed 
amendment to the Forum’s Working Arrangements. 
 
It is proposed to add to paragraph 5 of the Working Arrangements the text shown in 
bold below: 
 
Chair and Vice Chairs  – The Forum will appoint a Chair and up to three Vice Chairs 
who will have a clear local connection with the Borough.  At least one of the 
positions will be occupied by a Faith Leader.  The Chair and Vice Chairs will be 
appointed annually and may be reappointed for a maximum continuous period of 
five years.  In the ballot process, any nomination of a member as Chair of the 
Forum will be taken also as a nomination of the member for a Vice Chair 
position if the nominee is not elected as Chair. 
 
Rabbi Rich suggested that “unless the nominee indicated otherwise” be added to 
the end of the proposed amendment. 
 
It was AGREED that both amendments would be adopted, and that the Clerk to the 
Forum will forward the latest working arrangements and list of Forum 
representatives to the e-list. 
 

17. PLANNING FOR FUTURE EVENTS  
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17.1     Seminar On Sustainable Living Appendix C 
The Forum has agreed that a ‘sustainable living’ seminar will be held on Thursday 
28 October 2010 from 6.30pm – 8.30pm. This formal commitment of the Forum is a 
joint venture with Transition Town Kingston, and will be open to the public. The 
former clerk to the Forum, Ms Jean Cousens, gave an update of the planning of the 
seminar, advising that she had encountered some difficulty in compiling different 
texts on sustainability from each of the different faiths. 
 
Members remarked that whilst the texts were very useful, could they not be 
abbreviated, or be brief in order to use less paper, considering this was a 
Sustainability seminar. Ms Cousens advised that this had been considered, and 
suggested that the documents in their entirety should still be made available to 
anyone who requested it. Those attending the seminar would be asked for their 
email address so that the documents could be sent electronically. 
 
Forum members were asked to suggest the format of the group discussion. The 
report suggested three as follows: 

 
i. go round the group and each person indicate which is their favourite text 

and why.  The group then identify the group’s favourite and comment on 
what kinds of change of behaviour it could inspire;  OR 

ii. go round the group and each person to indicate particular actions that we 
can do or support which are felt to be most helpful to protect a) our local 
environment and b) our global environment? the group to try to find a 
matching quotation for each action; OR 

iii. go round the group and each person indicate one thing they find good 
about a simple life style, and one thing they find  challenging / difficult 
when trying to live a simple lifestyle (with a group rule that all honest 
contributions are to be accepted without value judgement)  - and then 
which text most inspires us to keep taking on each of the challenges. 

 

In response to member concerns that the issue of climate change appeared to have 
become something of an academic exercise, Ms Cousens pointed out that option ii) 
above appeared to address the issue of what the different faiths can practically do.  
 
The Forum was also asked to decide the preferred style of working for the 40-minute 
time slot allocated. The options were as follows: 
 

a) fixed working group – each looks at texts from one faith 
b) fixed working group – each look at any/all of the texts provided  
c) a combination of a) and b) – some working groups looking at texts from 

one faith, others looking at a selection of texts. 
d) world café style – attendees move at will between discussions on the 

different tables – each table has a specialist from each faith (where 
possible) 

e) facilitators move from group to group – groups remain where they are but 
facilitators move round so that each group has a chance to discuss with 
different facilitators. 

Again, there appeared to be a preference amongst members to opt for the style that 
used the least material, especially since there is only 40 minutes allocated for the 
part of the seminar. 
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After further debate, it was agreed that option iii) be adopted for the discussion topic, 
and option c) for the style of working. 
 
Whilst discussing the role of the facilitators, members noted that it was imperative 
that whoever was steering each group should have read all the texts and be 
sensitive to the different beliefs contained within the texts. 
 
Members were also happy for the event to be open to the public subject to booking 
their place in advance. Booking facilities would be made available between mid 
September and second week in October. However, members were concerned that 
the arrival time being staggered between 6.00pm and 6.45pm could potentially 
mean some people arriving during the first speaker’s presentation. The Forum 
agreed to change the arrival time accordingly. 
 
It was AGREED that: 
 

1. the texts to be distributed at the seminar be condensed in order to save 
paper, with the full versions electronically available to those who provide their 
email address 

 
2. option iii) of para 2.4 of the report be adopted as the discussion topic, 

namely: go round the group and each person indicate one thing they find 
good about a simple life style, and one thing they find  challenging / difficult 
when trying to live a simple lifestyle (with a group rule that all honest 
contributions are to be accepted without value judgement)  - and then which 
text most inspires us to keep taking on each of the challenges; 

 
3. option c) of para 2.5 of the report be adopted as the style of working, namely: 

some working groups looking at texts from one faith, others looking at a 
selection of texts; 

 
4. the arrival time be changed from 6.00pm–6.45pm to 6.00pm–6.15pm 

 
17.2     National Inter Faith Week 21 -27 November Appendix D 

Revd Stan Brown gave an update to the Forum on the progress made by the 
Working Group, including plans for another “Pulpit Exchange”, Reaching the Wider 
Public and a student-focussed group. 
 
With regards to publicity, at present there was no one available to provide these, 
and there was a limit with the budget. However, Rabbi Rich suggested that different 
communities could be approached in order to raise a modest sum to produce 
banners. Rashied Laher and Fleur Standring had recently attended an exhibition 
hosted by the Richmond IFF and suggested combining our resources with them.  
 
It was AGREED that Revd Brown would research the possibility of working with the 
Richmond IFF before committing to this. 
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17.3     Holocaust Memorial Commemoration Sunday 30 January 2011  

Revd Mandy Beck gave an oral update on plans for next year’s HMD. The Working 
Group have been communicating with each other via email, and Revd Beck will 
continue working with Theo Harris, Chief Executive of KCIL, over the summer to 
look at resources on the persecution and killing of disabled people during the 
Holocaust. 
 

17.4     2nd Seminar Thursday 10 February 2011  (3.30-6PM TBC)  Appendix E 
Rabbi Danny Rich gave an update on the progress on preparations for the seminar 
scheduled for 10 February 2011. 
 
Rabbi Rich advised the Forum that he would be in the USA for all of February 2011, 
and as such, was looking for someone else to take the lead on this, although he also 
may not be available during this period. 
 
It was AGREED that: 

1) the seminar would not be open to the public 
2) all other proposals are endorsed by the Forum 

 
17.5     Heritage Open Day - 9-12 September 2010  

This year’s Heritage Open Days were from Thursday 9 to Sunday 12 September. 
 
Anthony Freedman advised the Forum that there would be a tour of the  Orthodox 
Synagoge from 3.00pm – 5.00pm on the Sunday afternoon, and all were welcome. 
 
Edith Jayne also advised the Forum that Quaker Meeting House would also be open 
for people to come view the grounds and meeting rooms. She advised that several 
bodies had recently been exhumed from the grounds, so the garden presently was 
not in its usual kept state; however, people would appreciate the historical aspect of 
the site, rather than its aesthetic value. 
 
The item was NOTED. 
 

18. APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FORUM  

 

Appendix F 

The clerk to the Forum had received two applications for membership to the Forum. 
The applications and nominations for representatives were as follows: 
 

Membership Type Organisation Nominated 
Representative 

Local Organisation: 
Non-Voting 

Kingston Local 
Involvemnet Network 
(LINk) 

Mr Rashid Laher 

Faith Community: 
Voting 

Shia Islamic Centre, 
Tooting 

Mr Ali Jaffri and Mr 
Maulana Syed Hassan 
Abbas Rizvi 

  

A5



  ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES 
29 JULY 2010 

 

6 

The nature of the two organisations and reasons why they wished to join the Forum 
were laid out in the report. The process concerning applications as stipulated in the 
Working Arrangements was also included in the report. 
 
Mr Ali Jaffri made a brief presentation in support of SIC’s application, advising that 
the Mosque represents older Shia Muslims and that, although the Mosque was 
based in Tooting, there are roughly a hundred families in the Kingston area. 
 
It was AGREED that Kingston LINk and the Shia Islamic Centre, with their 
nominations for representation as set out above, become members of the Forum.  
 
 

19. KINGSTON WORKSTART  

 

Appendix G 

Afsheen Nasir and Karen Balharrie from Kingston Workstart attended the meeting 
and gave a presentation outlining the work they do and the services they provide for 
people either finding it difficult to stay in work due to stress or anxiety, or people 
struggling to get back into the workforce. The presentation ended with a quote from 
Robert Schuller: “As we grow as unique persons, we learn to respect the 
uniqueness of others“. 
 
Members enquired how people are referred to Workstart. Ms Nasir advised that 
some referrals came from GPS, but the majority of referrals came from Improving 
Access to Psychological Therapy (IAPT), which is why they also opened up the self-
referral unit. 
 
In response to other queries from members, Ms Nasir also advised that there is no 
upper age limit for who can be referred to the service, and that they were happy to 
repeat the presentation for any other community group. She also advised that 
funding came from the European Social Fund, and that they work with Jobstart 
(although they did not share details). 
 
Members thanked both Ms Nasir and Ms Balharrie for their time. 
 
 

20. MEMBERS' REPORTS BACK FROM EVENTS   

 

20.1     'Community Chaplaincy' Meeting With Care Workers - 24 June Appendix H 
The aim of the event was to provide an opportunity for care workers to share 
experiences with each other and with faith and humanist representatives to explore 
the kind of ways we can respond in a respectful and appropriate way which may 
help to give strength, comfort and a sense of wellbeing to those who use our 
community care services. The event, which took place at the Christ Church Centre 
in New Malden, was steered by Simon Pearce (RBK Head of Community Care) and 
was very successful. It was the first time social services and faith groups had 
worked together. The event was attended by mostly social workers, but also care 
workers. Mr Pearce was unable to attend the meeting to give a personal update, but 
will report back to the Forum at its next business meeting on 22 November. 
 

A6



ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES   
29 JULY 2010 

 

7 

20.2     RE In Faith Communities (Revd Stuart To Present)  - 27 June  

Despite there being am initial high interest in this event, there was eventually a very 
low turnout. Revd Stuart suspected this was due to the fact that it was the same 
Sunday afternoon as the England vs Germany game in the World Cup quarter-
finals. The event has been rescheduled for 10 October 2010. Revd Stuart thanked 
Sharon Lloyd, Rosita Niknafs and his wife (along with himself) for attending the 
event. 
 

20.3  Event Hosted By 'The Guardian' to Meet Faith Communities - 16 June  

The event was attended by Lally Malik, who was unable to attend the meeting to 
give an update. 
 

20.4     Mayoral Sunday (All Saints) and Guildhall Civic Reception  - 13 June  

It was noted that this event went well. 
 

20.5  IFN UK National Meeting - 8 July (Revd Bruce Stuart) Appendix I 
The event was attended by Revd Brice Stuart and Lally Malik. Revd Stuart gave his 
account of the visit in the accompanying report, noting that it went well. 
 

20.6  'Islam's Relationships With Other Faiths' Exhibition 19-24 June (Rashid 
Laher) 

 

It was noted that this event went well..  
 

20.7     Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum Launch 13 June (Lally Malik & Others)  

The event, which transpired to be their AGM, was attended by Revd Stuart, Anthony 
Freedman and Lally Malik. Dr Freedman noted that the operation of their Forum was 
totally different to ours, in that they had more funding, a treasurer and a formal 
committee structure.  He also suggested it would be good to look at their ways of 
working and see how it could be incorporated into out own. 
 
It was AGREED that the Chair of the Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum, and the speaker 
of that meeting be invited to speak with us for about 15 minutes to tell us more about 
how they operate their Forum. 
 

20.8     London Borough Deans Meeting (Relations Between Borough Deans and Inter 
Faith Forums) - 17 June (Revd Bruce Stuart) 
Revd Bruce Stuart had attended this meeting where he heard reports from 14 other 
London boroughs on the status of inter faith forums and the involvement of deans in 
them. Whilst some had failed, a couple had collapsed and had been revived in 
slightly different way. A few, such as ours, continue to be up and running. During the 
course of the meeting, at least representatives from three other boroughs 
commented favourably on the work on the Kingston Inter Faith forum, which 
demonstrated that our work has been reported far and wide. 
 
On his return from the meeting, Revd Stuart wrote a letter to the RBK’s Chief 
Executive, Bruce McDonald, the Leader of the Council, Cllr Derek Osbourne, and 
the Head of Democratic Services and Partnerships, Andrew Bessant, to point out 
the positive comments passed, in particular the way in which our Inter Faith Forum 
had been set up in the first place. 
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20.9     Any Equalities Forum Meetings (Lally Malik And Fleur Standring) 

Fleur Standirng noted that during the last Equalities Forum Meeting (28 July), the 
Chief Executive, Mr Bruce McDonald, made mention of the letter Revd Stuart 
referred to under the Borough Deans meeting, acknowledgeing the good work we 
had done. 
 
During the meeting there was also an EQIA workshop which she felt gave non-RBK 
people a better understanding of how equalities is monitored. 
 
The meeting had also noted the success of the launch of the LGBT Staff Forum. 
 
 

21. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

 

Appendix J 

The Forum noted a report on matters arising from the previous meeting, including 
information on environmental events with young people. It has been proposed that 
this may be raised as a specific challenge at the Faith and Environment seminar on 
28 October 2010. 
 

22. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 
 

Papal Visit to UK 2010 
 
Fr Jenner reminded the Forum of the Pope’s visit to the UK on 16 – 19 September 
2010. He remarked that as the Vatican is a state, the visit is not just religious, but 
the Pope has been formally invited by the Government and Queen, and as such, he 
will be here to visit the people of the country, not just a small minority. Fr Jenner 
noted that, amongst other issues, the Pope will touch on the de-spiritualisation of 
society. He also asked Forum members to pray for the visit, as the Pope is a very 
visible figure representing about two million people around the world; the level of 
security involved is unprecedented, with threats on his life from Muslims due to 
misquotes, and Humanists who wanted to see him arrested for the sins of other 
Christians. 
 
Sydney Assor queried the timing of the visit, noting that the address to civil society 
with leaders of other faiths was on a later Friday afternoon, not giving Jewish 
representatives enough times to go back to celebrate the Sabbath. Anthony 
Freedman further noted that it is not any Friday afternoon, but the Day of 
Atonement, the holiday observed by many practising and secular Jews alike, 
meaning synagogue attendance is usually at its highest. Dr Freedman also 
remarked that those organising the visit should have at least consulted a multi-faith 
calendar. Rabbi Rich suggested that this oversight would not have been deliberate 
and that the Papal office would be working around how to avoid this in future. 
 
 

23. INFORMATION SECTION  Appendix K 
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23.1  (12.25pm) To Note Information About Events Or Resources As Listed And 
Any Provided By Forum Members At The Meeting 
The Forum noted information regarding events and resources as listed in the report, 
including 

• The Parliamentary ministerial appointments likely to have particular 
relevance to faith and inter faith bodies. 

• Response to Government’s Cuts to Prevent and Cohesion Funding. Revd 
Stuart enquired if there should be formal dialogue between us and whoever 
was organising this. Fleur Standring and Lally Malik continue to represent 
this Forum on RBK’s Equalities Forum, yet Ms Standring advised that there 
was not always opportunity to discuss this at those meetings. 

 
23.2     To Note the Minutes of the Last Standing Advisory Council for 

RE Meeting 
Appendix L 

The Forum noted the minutes of the SACRE meeting of 16 March 2010.  
 

24. DATE AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT BUSINESS MEETING   

 

24.1     To Agree the Date for the Next Meeting Proposed in the Draft 
Timetable 

 

The Forum agreed that the next business meeting will be Monday 22 November 
2010, 10.30am – 1.00pm in the Guildhall, Kingston upon Thames.  
 

24.2     To Note that the Deadline for Notification of Items for that Meeting: 
The Forum noted that the deadline for notification of items for the next business 
meeting is Tuesday 26 October 2010.  
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Holocaust Memorial Meeting – 5/10/2010 

Present:  Mandy Beck, Edith Jayne, Michael Rosenfeld, Charley Baginsky, Theo Harris 

 

• The date that has been set for the upcoming meeting – 30th January 2010 

• Timing of last year’s meeting worked really well:  

2.30: Welcome by Chair of Holocaust Memorial Day Event, Rev. Mandy Beck 

2.35: Speaker 

2.55: Presentation 

3.10: Commemoration Event, led by Rev. Mandy Beck 

3.30 – 4.00: Refreshments 

 

• The theme this year is ‘untold stories’ 

• We would be looking for a speaker or a number of speakers who could speak on this topic  

- survivors from Cambodia, Homosexuality in the Shoah, Roma,  etc… 

• Also children speaking from their experiences of hearing survivors 

Action Points 

Things to do Who 
Responsible 

Done?  Notes 

Invite Judy 
Thwaites to next 
meeting and ask 
her to book three 
children who are 
coming that week. 
Perhaps to be 
interviewed by 
Judy/Fleur 

CB  judythwaites@googlemail.com  

Try to book 
Professor Spencer 
to be the speaker 

MR   

Additional 
exhibition of the 
local part.  

EJ and CB and MB  To be running during the 
warm up and then to be 
turned off during the 
presentation. / Library and 
Museum 

Mayor and the 
Ceremonial Room 
have been booked 

Done   

Ola from Kingston   + Need projector and laptop 
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needs to be spoken 
to about caterers 
and various – see 
notes 

for PowerPoint and radio 
mikes and ask her to send a 
save the date to the previous 
list 
 

Publicity and 
Invitations 

MR   

Book reading club MB  Contact library 
Disability 
Exhibition 

TH Spoke to Rose 
theatre – but 
difficult to meet 
criteria.  

Still ongoing and looking for 
funding £3,000 (9/10) – only 
possible if can get grant.  
Other places to speak to: 
Corner House, University 
(want somewhere easy to 
access),  
 

Ceremony 
structure 

CB Ongoing Final song – for everyone to 
join in – projected up. Lo 
Alecha or Lo Yisa Goy. – Ask 
Adam as representative of 
Jewish Society at Kingston 
University.  

Light chunky 
candle (needs 
buying along with 
taper and match – 
check Health and 
Safety regs) at start 
proceedings by MB 
(or someone 
lighting it on 
behalf – survivor/ 
mayor/ child) as 
part of 
introduction. Also 
passage to be 
written 

MB   

Need helpers who 
will bring plastic 
knives and kosher 
biscuits and a sign 
that says Kosher 

MR   

Follow up with 
Jean 

MB  + Add to IFF agenda – readers 
for memorial service x2 
 

IFF meeting report 
with half page 
material and 
request for what 
we want them to 
do. Below is the 

MB – to give 
material to Jean 
and MR to ask.  

 22nd November 10.30 at 
Guildhall.  
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wording.  One 
extra non Xian to 
be asked to be 
read. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2011 marks 66 years since the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. On it 

we can play our part in reflecting on all the UNTOLD STORIES. There are millions of stories 

that we are never going to know – the stories of individuals, communities and towns – HMD 

2011 asks us to think about these stories and how we can translate the words and lessons of the 

past into contemporary action. It questions whether we know about the stories in our 

communities today. Untold Stories will help us to create a safer, better future.  

 

Next meeting: 7th December 2010 at KLS 

B3



 
KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM – 22 NOVEMBER 2010 

 
INFORMATION SECTION 

 
1. Inter Faith Network Bulletin October-November – Extracts 
2. RBK Voluntary Sector Briefing for August to October – Extracts 
3. Community Development Foundation (CDF) Continues as Charity 
4. Ahmaddiya Muslim Intimidation 
5. Communities Minister Urges Faith Groups to Inspire Community Action 
6. Sustainability and Health – Joint Annual Public Health Report for Kingston 

2009/2010 
7. Summary of Comprehensive Saving Review 
8. Race Online 2012 
9. TB Alert 

 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
1. Inter Faith Network Bulletin October-November – Extracts 
 

Inter Faith Week in England and Wales 2010 

 
The second national Inter Faith Week in England and Wales is taking place this year from 
Sunday 21 to Saturday 27 November.  The aims of the Week are: to strengthen good inter faith 
relations at all levels; to increase awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the 
UK, in particular celebrating and building on the contribution which their members make to their 
neighbourhoods and to wider society; and to increase understanding between people of religious 
and non-religious belief.  
 
The Inter Faith Week website www.interfaithweek.org.uk has now been updated in appearance 
and content and the new site has gone live. Visit the site for information about the Week, 
resources for planning events and listings of events for this year’s Week. Some new resources 
are being created by faith communities specially for the Week, such as a video made by 
Churches Together in England: http://www.churches-
together.net/Publisher/Article.aspx?ID=224290  
 
 
Scottish Inter Faith Week  
 
Scottish Inter Faith Week is taking place from 28 November to 5 December.  The theme for the 
Week is ‘Faith in Action’.  It is recognised that faith can inspire people to make a positive 
difference in the world. It is hoped that during Scottish Inter Faith Week individuals and groups 
can reflect upon the inspiring actions undertaken by people of faith on a local, national and 
global level. The Week could also serve as a platform for launching inter faith community 
projects, such as social or environmental activities serving people and the planet at home and 
overseas.  The launch of Scottish Inter Faith Week will take place in Inverness on Sunday 28 
November at the Council Chamber of the Highland Council's headquarters from 2 - 4.30pm 
(time tbc).  Further details can be found at www.scottishinterfaithcouncil.org.   
 
 

Changes to the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) 

 
The results of the Government’s review of non-departmental public bodies (quangos) were 
announced on 14 October.    
 
The Government Equalities Office (GEO) says that the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission (EHRC) will be retained but “radically reformed”.  Its work “will be refocused on its 
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core functions of regulating equality and anti-discrimination law in Great Britain, of fulfilling EU 
equality requirements and of being a National Human Rights Institution.  Ministers are 
considering the scope for transferring some of EHRC’s functions and services to government 
departments or contracting with private or voluntary sector bodies to undertake them.  In the 
light of the Commission’s history of poor financial control, we propose to strengthen 
requirements around financial and management controls to ensure that Government and 
Parliament can better hold EHRC to account for its performance and how it spends taxpayer’s 
money.  It may be necessary to make amendments to the existing statutory framework and we 
will consult on our reform proposals in due course.”  The GEO says that it will consult “in due 
course” on its proposals.  
 
A copy of the GEO press release can be found at 
www.equalities.gov.uk/news/changes_announced_to_geos_non.aspx. 

 
 
 

EHRC’s first Triennial Review –‘How fair is Britain?’   

 
On 11 October, the European Human Rights Commission (EHRC) published ‘How fair is 
Britain?’   This is the first in a series of three yearly reports which the EHRC is statutorily 
required to lay before Parliament surveying its field of concern.  The report is more than 700 
pages long and is available in full on the EHRC website at www.equalityhumanrights.com/key-
projects/triennial-review/ together with an Executive Summary.  
 
The report offers the most comprehensive compilation of evidence on discrimination and 
disadvantage ever compiled in Britain.  It finds that over recent years public attitudes have 
become much more tolerant of diversity and much less tolerant of discrimination.  The report 
draws on a range of data sets and surveys as well as the Commission’s own research reports.  
The evidence which it presents is grouped under the following headings: life; legal and physical 
security; health; education; employment; standard of living; care and support; and power and 
voice.  The report also identifies gaps in the currently available data. 
 
The report shows that some long-standing inequalities remain undiminished and that new and 
socio-economic fault lines are emerging as Britain becomes older and more ethnically and 
religiously diverse.  It identifies recession, public service reform, management of migration and 
technological change as major risk factors in progress towards a fairer society and identifies 
five ‘great gateways to opportunity’: health and wellbeing; education and inclusion; work and 
wealth; safety and security; and autonomy and voice. 
 
The report suggests that on the basis of the evidence presented in it, the most significant 
challenges at present are to: 
 

 Close the differences in health and life expectancy between the highest and the lowest 
socio-economic groups 

 Close the infant mortality gap between ethnic groups 

 Close the performance gap in education between boys and girls 

 Reduce the level of ethnic and gender segregation in education 

 Close the qualifications gap for disabled people 

 Reduce the disparities in educational performance by socio-economic background 

 Close the gender pay gap faster and further 

 Close the ethnic and religious employment and pay gaps faster and further 

 Close the employment gap for people with disabilities 

 Reduce incidence of hate crimes on all protected grounds and increase conviction rate 

 Reduce incidence of homophobic, transphobic, disability-related and religiously 
motivated bullying in schools and workplaces 

 Raise the rate of rape convictions further 

 Reduce the rate of repeat domestic violence offences 
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The present review focuses in particular on equality issues.  It is understood that material will 
be published by EHRC in 2011 focusing on human rights and in 2012 on good relations. 
 
 

Implementation of Equality Act 2010 

 
The Equality Act 2010 received Royal Assent in April, shortly before the General Election.  The 
new Government has decided to implement its main provisions with effect from 1 October; and 
that provisions relating to the new general public duty and the secondary legislation setting out 
specific public duties should come into force in April 2011.  It has therefore adopted the 
timetable which the previous Government planned to follow.  It is, as yet, uncertain whether the 
Government will bring into force Section 1 of the Act, which sets out a public sector duty 
regarding socio-economic inequalities; and Section 78 on the disclosure of information about 
the ‘gender pay gap’ in private sector and voluntary organisations. 
 

The Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has been drafting the texts of statutory 
codes of practice and non-statutory guidance on the implementation of the Act.  The non-
statutory guidance material can be found on its website under ‘Advice and Guidance’ at 
www.equalityhumanrights.com/advice-and-guidance/new-equality-act-guidance.   

 
Statutory Codes of Practice relating to the provisions in the 2010 Equality Act, produced by the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission, were laid before Parliament on 12 October 
(www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/equality-act/equality-act-codes-of-practice).  
They cover employment; services, public functions and associations; and equal pay.  The 
Codes remain in draft form.  They have to be laid before Parliament for forty days without 
objection before the Government can make the Order bringing them into force. 
 
The purpose of the Codes is to explain the provisions of the Equality Act and to help to ensure 
that the law is applied consistently by lower courts and tribunals.  They will also help make the 
law accessible to a wider audience, such as those who have obligations and those who have 
rights – or their representatives.  The Codes set out what the legislation means, drawing on 
precedent and case law and explaining the implications of every clause in technical terms.  
These statutory Codes will be the authoritative source of advice for anyone wanting an analysis 
of the detail of the 2010 Act. 
 
 
The EHRC is currently consulting on the draft of a Code of Practice on Further and Higher 
Education.  The closing date for comments to be sent to EHRC is 31 December.  Responses to 
the consultation will inform the final drafting of the Code before it also is laid before Parliament.  
Details of the consultation can be found at www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-
policy/equality-act/equality-bill-consultations. 
 
 
 

Faiths in Action Interim Evaluation Report 

 
The Community Development Foundation’s research team has produced a report evaluating 
the success of Faiths in Action Round 1.  Key factors emerging are: 
 

 Funded projects engage with large numbers of diverse individuals, with 67% of projects 
reaching out to people not involved with the group before, and 83% also benefiting 
people of no faith. 

 There is a strong local aspect, with half of the funded groups operating within a single 
council area, though these local projects are supported by regional faith forums. 

 74% of funded groups thought they were now better equipped to influence local 
decision-makers. 

 All the funded groups thought their work contributed to community cohesion. 
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 An average of four new volunteers were recruited to each group as a direct result of the 
grant. 

 
To download the report, or an executive summary, visit www.cdf.org.uk/web/guest/news-
headline?id=334459. 
 
CDF are still accepting applications to the Faiths in Action fund for grant funding of up to 
£6,000 (see FUNDING). 
 
 
 

PROJECTS 
 
 

Interact Eco Faith Forum 

 
Interact are looking for young people to get involved in an inter faith youth environmental 
network.  They are seeking to recruit young people aged 16 to 25 from a broad range of 
backgrounds to take part in the project, which aims to inspire environmental action across and 
with all communities.  The group’s members will have the opportunity to take part in leadership, 
environmental and media training sessions and will also be encouraged to find creative ways to 
express their relationship with the environment. 
 
Interact will also be facilitating the creation of a short film as a publicity resource which will give 
the young people a chance to develop their skills and explore different mediums of expression.  
This will also provide them with the opportunity to explore their religions – and themselves – 
creatively. 
 
If you are interested in taking part, please email either Lucy or Adham at Interact at 
lucy@interact-uk.org.uk or adham.interact@gmail.com for an application form. 
 
 

Research project on Religion and Belief, Discrimination and Equality 

 
The University of Derby is undertaking a three year research project from 2010 to 2012 on 
‘Religion and Belief, Discrimination and Equality in England and Wales: Theory, Policy and 
Practice’.  The project is part of the ‘Religion and Society’ programme, supported by the 
Economic and Social Research Council and the Arts and Humanities Research Council. 
 
The project will build on the methods and results of the first Government-commissioned study 
of Religious Discrimination in England and Wales from 1999 to 2001.  Ten years later, this new 
project will consider the impact of legal and policy developments on religion and human rights 
in which the category of ‘religious discrimination’ has become more widely accepted, while 
modified by reference to ‘belief’ and an emerging policy focus on ‘shared values’, ‘social 
cohesion’ and ‘Britishness’. 
 
In 2010, the project will focus on a national survey; in 2011 on fieldwork; and in 2012 on 
knowledge exchange seminars and other project outcomes.  For further information, please 
visit www.derby.ac.uk/religion-and-society. 

 
 
2. RBK Voluntary Sector Briefing for August to October – Extracts 
 

Advice 
The BME Advice Network (BAN), funded by London Councils, has now gone live, providing a 
range of free and confidential advice in community languages for London’s migrant and 
refugee communities.  The Network also aims to provide a voice for BME-led advice 
organisations in London to influence policy and decision-making where it affects the work of the 
sector. www.bmeadvicenetwork.org.uk 
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Big Society 
The Third Sector Research Centre has published Big Society or Civil Society:  A new policy 
environment for the third sector, which explores the legacy of the Labour government and what 
the idea of the Big Society means.  
www.tsrc.ac.uk/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=PwhvBXnPGAU%3d&tabid=716 
 
The Young Foundation has published Investing in social growth: can the Big Society be more 
than a slogan?, which proposes ten steps that could help turn the general aspirations of the Big 
Society into larger and more tangible improvements.  
www.youngfoundation.org/files/images/YF_Bigsociety_Screen_2_.pdf 
 
The Local Government Association has published Local budgets: building the Big Society from 
the neighbourhood up, which identifies potential savings from devolving responsibility and 
budgets for public services to the local level.  www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/14041576 
 
Carers 
The Department of Health has launched a funding programme, Reaching out to Carers, aimed 
at supporting VCS organisations that support carers, worth a maximum of £25,000.  Deadline 
for applications is 17 November.  
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_
120426 
 
Childcare 
Ofsted has published Early years registered providers inspections outcomes, which provides 
inspection statistics since the introduction of the Early Years Foundation stage on 1 September 
2008, showing that nearly 30% of providers were rated satisfactory and only 2% were found to 
be inadequate.  www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-
by/Documents-by-type/Statistics/Childcare-and-early-years/Early-years-inspection-
outcomes/Early-years-registered-providers-inspections-outcomes 
 
The Department for Education has published Childcare and early years providers survey 2009, 
which outlines childcare and early years provision and the workforce involved as well as 
highlighting the similarities and differences across the sector.  
www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DFE-RR012_WEB.pdf 
 
Children’s health 
The Department of Health has published Getting it right for children and young people: 
overcoming cultural barriers in the NHS so as to meet their needs, which explores the role of 
culture in the NHS and its position in the wider system of care and support.  
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_
119445 
 
Children’s services 
Ofsted has published Outstanding local authority children’s services 2009, which highlights 
good practice in ten children’s services, including Kingston.  www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-
home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic -
reports/Outstanding-local-authority-children-s-services-2009 
 
Civil society 
The Cabinet Office, Office for Civil Society has published Building a stronger civil society, a 
strategy for voluntary and community groups, charities and social enterprises, which sets out 
the vision for the sector to play an even more influential role in shaping a stronger sense of 
society and improving people’s lives, though three components of the Big Society: empowering 
communities, opening up public services and promoting social action.  
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/426261/building-stronger-civil-society.pdf 
 
The Office for Civil Society has also launched a consultation on Supporting a stronger civil 
society, which focuses on improving the support for frontline civil society organisations. The 
deadline for comments is 6 January 2011, except for the question on the strategic partners 
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programme (Q9) which needs a response by 25 November 2010.  
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/426258/support_stronger_civil_society.pdf 
 
Community development 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published Community and mutual ownership: a 
historical review, which charts the development of community ownership of land, resources, 
businesses and services.  The report identifies models of community and mutual ownership 
and highlights the implications for addressing social problems and meeting new needs to help 
inform current understanding, policy and practice. www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/community-
muutal-ownership-full.pdf 
 
Community engagement 
Local Government Improvement and Development has published Integrating community 
engagement and service delivery – pointers to good practice, which shows how councils are 
using information from community engagement to inform the ways that services are planned 
and delivered.  www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/22696296 
 
Disabled people 
The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has published 2012 legacy for disabled 
people: inclusive and accessible business: improving messages to SME’s: the case for the 
disabled customer, which sets out the economic and business case for companies to be more 
inclusive.  www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/business-sectors/docs/0-9/10-1126-2012-legacy-for-
disabled-people-case-for-the-disabled-customer 
 
The think tank Demos has published Destination unknown, which explores the impact of 
spending cuts on disabled people.  www.demos.co.uk/files/Destination_unknown_-
_web.pdf?1286559411 
 
Domestic violence 
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published Effectiveness of 
schemes to enable households at risk of domestic violence to remain in their own homes.  The 
report suggests that sanctuary schemes are helpful in providing a safe alternative to 
households experiencing domestic violence and preventing homelessness. 
www.communities.gov.uk/publications/housing/sancturyschemesreport 
 
Early intervention 
C4EO has published Grasping the nettle: early intervention for children, families and 
communities, which highlights the effectiveness of early intervention and suggests that the 
earlier action is taken the better.  The report suggests that this applies to both interventions 
made early in life and as soon as possible after a difficulty becomes apparent. 
www.c4eo.org.uk/themes/earlyintervention/files/early_intervention_grasping_the_nettle_executi
ve_summary.pdf 
 
Early years 
The Department of Education has published Achievement of children in the early years 
foundation stage profile, which examines the proportion of children achieving a good level of 
development and explores progress in increasing performance and shrinking the achievement 
gap.  www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DFE-RR033-WEB.pdf 
 
Equalities 
The Equalities and Human Rights Commission has published Using the equality data to make 
fair financial decisions: a guide for decision makers, which encourages decision makers to 
consider the potential impact that their decisions could have on equalities, including the 
provisions of the new Equality Act. 
www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/PSD/using_the_equality_duty_to_make_fair_fin
ancial_decisions_final.pdf 
 
Evaluation 
The Charities Evaluation Service has launched the second edition of their good practice guide 
for charitable funders, Does your money make a difference?  The guide includes resources and 
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tools to improve monitoring and evaluation and the effectiveness of funding. www.ces-
vol.org.uk/funders 
 
Faith based organisations 
The Charity Commission Faith and Cohesion Unit has published guidance for faith based 
charities, including Faith in good governance and Registering as a faith-based charity together 
with case studies showing good practice. 
www.charitycommission.gov.uk/Charity_requirements_guidance/Specialist_guidance/Faith/def
ault.aspx 
 
Foster care 
The Fostering Network has published Bursting at the seams: impact on fostering services of 
the rise of children going into care 2009-2010, which examines the effects of this increase on 
fostering services and examines the challenges faced in their efforts to find the right foster 
families for all children who need them.  
www.fostering.net/sites/www.fostering.net/files/resources/reports/bursting_at_the_seams.pdf 
 
Health inequalities 
The Race Equality Foundation has set up the Better Health website which offers resources, 
weblinks and policy events to promote race equality in health, housing and social care, funded 
by the DCLG Tackling Race Inequalities Fund.  
 www.better-health.org.uk 
 
Heritage 
Historic Environment Local Management has published Pillars of community: the transfer of 
local authority heritage assets, which gives information on the transfer of heritage land and 
buildings from local authorities to community based organisations. 
www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/Pillars_of_CON.pdf?1287737384 
 
Learning disabilities 
The Department of Health has published ‘Six Lives’ progress report, which outlines progress 
made on improving healthcare for people with learning disabilities.  The report suggests that 
much has been done but good work is not embedded everywhere and serious concerns 
remain.  
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_
120251 
 
Localism 
The Local Government Information Unit has published People, place, power: how localism and 
strategic planning can work together, which examines how citizens and local government can 
work together to improve the efficiency of services and reduce spending. 
https://member.lgiu.org.uk/whatwedo/Publications/Documents/PeoplepowerplacesB.pdf 
 
NHS white paper 
The King’s Fund has published Liberating the NHS: the right prescription in a cold climate, 
which supports the idea of GPs playing a key role in commissioning but arguing that NHS 
reforms are going too far, too fast and calls on ministers to reconsider the speed and scale of 
the changes.  www.kingsfund.org.uk/current_projects/the_nhs_white_paper/index.html 
 
Older people 
Local Government Improvement and Development has published Ageing well: summary of 
products, which outlines the range of free tools and support available to local authorities and 
their partners to promote the independence and wellbeing of older people. 
www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=22268496 
 
Outcomes 
The Charities Evaluation Service has published Assessing change – developing and using 
outcomes monitoring tools, which is a practical handbook to help voluntary and community 
groups to identify and develop ways of collecting information on the outcomes of their work.  
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www.ces-vol.org.uk/downloads/assessingchange-740-
748.pdf?dm_i=6FP,9YUH,24YDAI,QXEB,1 
 
Parenting 
The Fatherhood Institute has published Smoothing the path: fatherhood and couple 
relationships across the transition to parenthood.  The report urges government to provide 
couples with better relationship and parenting coaching before starting a family and to extend 
the reach of existing relationship support to include fathers.  
www.fatherhoodinstitute.org/index.php?id=28&cID=1137 
 
Personalisation 
Sheffield Hallam University Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research, has published 
Understanding personalisation: implications for third sector infrastructure and their work with 
organisations on the frontline, which explores the issues around how local infrastructure 
organisations can provide support to frontline organisations as they face the changes which a 
shift to personalisation of services will bring. www.shu.ac.uk/_assets/pdf/cresr-understanding-
personalisation-mainreport.pdf 
 
ACEVO has produced a series of guides on Personalisation aimed at voluntary sector 
organisations including: ga

 An introduction to personal budgets 

 How to cost appropriately with personal budgets 

 Personalisation: exploring the legal implications 

 Personalisation: a new approach to marketing 

 Developing a person-centred workforce. 
www.acevo.org.uk 
 
Poverty 
The Institute for Public Policy Research has published In work poverty in the recession, which 
explores the factors that contribute to in work poverty and that in work poverty continues to 
account for a rising share of overall poverty.  
www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=774 
 
The Department for Education has published Local authority child poverty innovation pilot 
evaluation: second synthesis report, which contains emerging issues from qualitative interviews 
with stakeholders, providers and beneficiaries and argues that local officials, third sector bodies 
and charities are often best placed to improve the life chances of vulnerable children and 
families.  www.education.gov.uk/research/data/uploadfiles/DFE-RR036-WEB.pdf 
 
London’s Poverty Profile website now includes research from the New Policy Institute 
commissioned by the Trust for London which analyses the impact of the recession on the 
capital.  www.londonspovertyprofile.org.uk/downloads/CPF-povertyreport2010-LR.pdf 
 
Public health 
ACEVO has published The organised efforts of society: the role of the voluntary sector in 
improving the health of the population, which explores the potential role of voluntary sector 
organisations in public health policy and service delivery in the light of changes including the 
forthcoming Public Health white paper, place-based budgeting and GP commissioning.  
www.acevo.org.uk/Document.Doc?id=1049 
  
Safeguarding 
Ofsted has published Safeguarding and looked-after children: national third sector organisation 
survey 2010, which looks at the role of social work practitioners in relation to safeguarding.  
There is a separate report looking at local authority social workers.   
www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-
type/Thematic-reports/Safeguarding-and-looked-after-children-national-third-sector-
organisation-survey-2010 
 
The University of York has published a Department for Education commissioned report, 
Maltreated children in the looked after system: a comparison of outcomes for those who go 
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home and those who do not, which examines the consequences of decisions on whether to 
reunify children who had entered the looked after system with their families.  
http://php.york.ac.uk/inst/spru/pubs/1786 
 
Ofsted has published a report on Children missing from education, which evaluates the 
effectiveness of actions taken in relation to children and young people that go missing from 
education, who may be particularly at risk of harm. www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-
home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Children-
missing-from-education 
 
The Department for Education has published The Munro Review of child protection: Part One: 
a systems analysis, which takes a systems approach to help understand why previous reforms 
have not led to the improvements expected and in some cases have led to unintended 
consequences.  
http://education.gov.uk/munroreview/downloads/TheMunroReviewofChildProtection-
Part%20one.pdf 
 
Social care 
Counsel and Care, working with the LGA, ADASS, Age UK and the Society of Later Life 
Advisers, has published Paying for long term care in England which provides guidance on 
accessing advice and information on issues around long term care.  
www.societyoflaterlifeadvisers.co.uk/PDF/ADASSpayingforcare.pdf 
 
Social cohesion 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published Women, faith and social cohesion, which 
examines the role of women and faith in building cohesive communities and provides models 
for developing and evaluating social cohesion activity.  www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/women-
faith-social-cohesion-summary.pdf 
 
Social enterprise 
Social Enterprise London has produced Transitions, with London Councils, which provides 
information and guidance for public sector workers in turning the services they provide into 
social enterprises.  www.sel.org.uk/transitions-public-services.aspx 
 
The Cabinet Office has announced the launch of twelve Pathfinder Mutuals consisting of public 
sector staff who want to run their services in a more entrepreneurial way.  They include staff 
from local authorities, NHS and education and the pathfinders will be mentored by business 
leaders and experts in employee ownership models. 
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2010/100812-pathfinder-mutuals.aspx 
 
Social Firms UK has published 2010 Social Firm sector mapping, which explores the size of 
the sector, its growth and issues faced in expanding, as well as its successes and the 
challenges it may face in the future.  The sector has grown 32% since 2006 and the top three 
trading sectors are catering, recycling and horticulture.  
http://socialfirmsuk.co.uk/resources/library/2010-social-firm-sector-mapping 
  
The Third Sector Research Centre has published Approaches to measuring the scale of the 
social enterprise sector, which challenges the different ways in which social enterprises are 
counted by different surveys and calls for greater clarity and consistency in terms of what is 
included and excluded.  
www.tsrc.ac.uk/Research/SocialEnterprise/Measuringthescaleofsocialenterprise/tabid/733/Defa
ult.aspx 
 
Social return on investment 
New Philanthropy Capital has published Social return on investment for funders, which sets out 
to start a discussion about how and when SROI is best used when funding.   
www.philanthropycapital.org/publications/improving_the_sector/chartiy_analysis/SROI_for_fun
ders.aspx 
 
The Compact 
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The Commission for the Compact has published The Social and Economic Benefits of the 
Compact, which demonstrates the business case for Compact implementation.  The benefits 
include: improved relationships, more effective consultation, more efficient monitoring and 
improved commissioning.  
www.thecompact.org.uk/information/100019/142091/prsocialandeconomicbenefitsofthecompac
t/ 
 
Transition fund 
The Chancellor has announced a £100 million Transition Fund for voluntary organisations with 
an income of between £50,000 and £10 million who are in a good position to deliver public 
services but who may be experiencing financial pressures.  The fund will provide £10 million in 
2010/11 and £90 million in 2011/12.  
www.civilsociety.co.uk/finance/news/content/7574/chancellor_announces_100m_transition_fun
d_for_sector 
 
Trust for London 
The City Parochial Foundation and the Trust for London have merged as the Trust for London.  
www.trustforlondon.org.uk/our-new-name 
 
VCS Governance 
A group of VCS bodies including ACEVO, NCVO and the Charity Trustee Network have 
published Good governance: a code for the Voluntary and Community Sector, which provides 
updated guidance on governance issues.  www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/codeofgovernance 
 
Volunteer management 
Skills – Third Sector has published Valuing volunteer management skills, which explores the 
skills gaps and development needs of people who manage volunteers and the volunteers they 
support.  www.skills-
thirdsector.org.uk/research_policy/library/valuing_volunteer_management_skills 
 
Voluntary and community sector capacity building 
The Big Lottery Fund has published Big and small: capacity building, small organisations and 
the Big Lottery Fund.  The research was carried out by the Institute for Voluntary Action 
Research and explores issues relating to capacity building for small organisations, focusing on 
improving performance by developing their skills and confidence.  
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/er_eval_rep_cbneeds.pdf 
 
Waste management 
The Mayor of London has published his Municipal waste management strategy – public 
consultation draft, which is aimed at encouraging boroughs to drive down the amount of waste 
produced, save money and adopt cleaner, greener recycling practices.  The deadline for 
comments is 14 January 2011.  www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/MWS-
STRATEGY_FINALDRAFT.pdf 
 
Worklessness 
The Prince’s Trust has published Destined for the dole? Breaking the cycle of worklessness in 
the UK, which finds that 70% of respondents from workless households have struggled to find 
a job.  www.princes-trust.org.uk/pdf/Destined_for_the_Dole_report_aug10.pdf 
 
The Department for Work and Pensions has published Work-focused services in children’s 
centres pilot: interim report, which shows that the pilot run in 10 sites was a success in 
preparing personal advisers for their roles in supporting local parents into the labour market. 
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2009-2010/rrep677.pdf 
 
Youth crime prevention 
HMI Constabulary, HMI Probation and CQC have published a Joint inspection of youth crime 
prevention, which examines approaches to crime prevention focusing on 8-13 year olds, based 
on visits to seven local authorities.  The report found examples of good practice but scope for 
better co-ordination and improvement in identifying what works both locally and nationally.  
www.cqc.org.uk/_db/_documents/Joint_Report_on_Youth_Crime_Prevention.pdf 
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Youth engagement 
The Local Government Group and the National Youth Agency have published Valuing young 
voices, strengthening democracy – the contribution made by youth engagement, which 
explores the contribution youth engagement makes to strengthening democracy by looking at 
the difference young people make through public, social and individual participation.  
www.idea.gov.uk/idk/aio/22879535 

 
 
 
3. Community Development Foundation (CDF) Continues as Charity 

The Community Development Foundation (CDF), which manages Faiths in Action grant 
programme, has been chosen among five other organisations to lead on managing future 
government funded community programmes. This is following a Cabinet Office led competitive 
bid process which sought to identify a small selection of organisations that specialise in grant 
fund administration. 
 
With a focus on local delivery of programmes, CDF were able to demonstrate how they are at 
the heart of the Big Society agenda, and are already leading some of the most successful 
programmes in communities, such as the 130 million Grassroots Grants programme.  
 
CDF will have the opportunity to bid for work with seven government departments on a mix of 
programmes yet to be announced. The work will be put out to tender amongst the select group 
of organisations who were successful in this bid.  
 
Alison Seabrooke, Chief Executive of CDF says "I am thrilled that CDF has been given the 
opportunity to continue to work with government on community led programmes. The spending 
review announcements were very sobering but I’m confident that CDF will make the most of 
the opportunity this gives us. We already work with over 18,000 local community groups and 
100 national and regional organisations, reaching deep into some of the most deprived 
neighbourhoods in the country. We are committed to ensuring that every penny put into 
communities demonstrates real return for both those living in them and for taxpayers." 
 
For more information, go to www.cdf.org.uk. 

 
4. Ahmaddiya Muslim Intimidation 
 

In their 27 August –2 September edition, the Surrey Comet published a story, 
“Preaching Hate on our Streets”, about Islamic extremists promoting the murder of 
Ahmaddiya Muslims in the Kingston area. 
 
That weekend the Chair and Vice Chairs of the Forum published the following 
statement: 
 
“This statement is being issued in response to a report in the 27 August 2010 edition of 
the Surrey Comet that inflammatory literature calling for the murder of Ahmadiyya 
Muslims is being distributed in the Kingston area. 
 

“We would like to draw attention to the fact that, for instance, Ahmadiyya Muslims have 
served as local councillors. Ahmadiyyas are part of the diverse fabric of the social, and 
economic life of our borough. Charities have benefited from their fund-raising activities. 
Moreover, many residents of our streets will already know that they, their Ahmadiyyan 
neighbours, are part of the enriching experience of our local friendships. 
Prominent, local Ahmadiyyas have worked for several years, with great courtesy and 
humility, to explain the nature of the Ahmadiyya community to all who will listen – 
above all, seeking to demonstrate their own commitment, in their own words, to ‘Love 
for All, Hatred for None’. 
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“Within RBK’s Inter Faith Forum representatives of Sunni, Shia and Ahmadiyya Muslim 
organisations work together in mutual respect with delegates of some dozen other 
religious communities including Jewish, Christian, Hindu, Sikh and Pagan ones for the 
betterment of our local community. 
 

“We dare to suggest that the example set at the Forum represents a more authentic 
expression of faiths, ancient and modern. 
 

Revd Bruce Stuart, Chair, and Rashid Laher, Lally Malik and Rabbi Danny Rich, 
Vice Chairs of the Kingston Inter Faith Forum. 

 
NB Further information concerning Ahmadiyya Muslims is available at www.alislam.org or from its 
London Regional Press Officer, Mr Mahmoud Rafiq 020 8687 7800.” 

 
The statement appeared in the following edition of the Surrey Comet, with a follow-up 
report. 

 
5. Communities Minister Urges Faith Groups to Inspire Community Action 

Taken from http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1745462, published 20 October 
2010 

 
Communities Minister Andrew Stunell this week encouraged faith based organisations to share 
their passion and experience with others to maximise their work to help people and improve 
neighbourhoods. 
 
In a major speech to representatives of groups involved with social action across the country, 
Mr Stunell stressed that faith based community action is a key plank of the Big Society vision. 
Faith based organisations are well-rooted in communities and have a long track record of 
successful work to address social needs. They are also able to stimulate volunteering and 
financial resources. 
Andrew Stunell said: 
 
"Faith based organisations have long made an important contribution to local communities, and 
your work is going to become even more relevant in the months to come. Practical co-
operation between churches, mosques, temples, gurdwaras, synagogues and the wider 
voluntary sector can become a huge force for good in building the stronger communities that 
are at the heart of the Big Society's purpose. 
 
"There are some great examples of faith based providers that are thinking flexibly and reaching 
out beyond their own natural constituencies, whether of faith or of location. We want more 
organisations to follow this lead and take advantage of the emerging Big Society to make an 
even bigger difference in their communities." 
 
Making the keynote speech at the Faith Based Regeneration Network national conference in 
London on 19 October, Mr Stunell fleshed out the Government's Big Society plans and 
challenged those attending to consider how best they can harness the increasing power at the 
local level in order to address the needs of the neighbourhoods they operate in. 
 
The Minister issued a number of challenges to those at the conference. He asked what 
Government can learn from faith based organisations and what barriers Government could 
dismantle that would make it easier for faith based organisations to achieve their goals. 
 
Andrew Stunell updated delegates on work that's already taking place to foster the Big Society, 
including in the four 'vanguard areas'. These four places are receiving targeted Government 
support to help resolve the bureaucratic barriers that get in the way of locally driven community 
development. 
 
The Minister went on to say that organisations and projects that bring people with different 
beliefs together are especially important in helping to build a stronger, more integrated society. 
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Inter Faith Week next month will be an opportunity to celebrate and encourage inter faith 
dialogue and social action. 

 
 
6. Sustainability and Health – Joint Annual Public Health Report for Kingston 

2009/2010 
 

Taken from http://www.kingston.gov.uk/news?src=newsletter&id=108750 
 
NHS Kingston and Kingston Council have published their joint annual public health report, 
which focuses on the links between health and climate change. 
 
The report, which is thought to be the first of its kind, emphasises the inextricable link between 
the wellbeing of the local population and any environmental changes. It also outlines that the 
public health of the local population is fundamentally threatened by climate change. 
 
In particular climate change presents potentially catastrophic risks to the health of those with 
respiratory disease and could impact disproportionately on disadvantaged sections of the 
population. 
 
The report includes practical recommendations to improve public health while at the same time 
taking steps to slow climate change, from providing decent homes that are energy efficient to 
promoting walking, cycling and sustainable diets. 
 
Dr Jonathan Hildebrand, Joint Director of Public Health for NHS Kingston and Kingston 
Council, said: “Whether we’re aware of it or not, our personal health and the environment 
around us are inextricably linked, and our report shows that a sustainable environment is also a 
healthy environment. 
 
“As the climate changes we need to take a joined-up approach to minimise the extent and 
impact any changes will have on the health and wellbeing of local people. Our practical 
recommendations will help to determine policy for the coming years across areas as varied as 
housing, transport, parks and health services.” 

 
The report can be found at the above link. 

 
7. Summary of Comprehensive Saving Review 
 

Last month, Kingston Voluntary Action (KVA) published a summary of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s announcement of the Comprehensive Spending Review. 
 
The summary focused particularly on areas affecting the Voluntary and Community 
sector, Local Government and individuals which may affect many of our service users.  
 
Finally, they collected links to statements and opinion pieces from various sources in the 
sector. 
 
Full details can be found on the Treasury’s website, as well as a breakdown by each 
Government department. 
 

Main points for the Voluntary and Community Sector  

 £470m over the next four years will go towards building the voluntary sector's capacity 
so that it can deliver the government's Big Society agenda. This will provide 5,000 new 
community organisers and a pilot for the National Citizen Service  

 £100m transitional fund for the coming year to help the voluntary and community sector 
adjust to new public spending budgets  

 Cabinet Office (home to the Office of Civil Society) budget will be reduced by £55m by 
2014/15  
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 More private and voluntary sector providers for:  

 Work Programme getting long term unemployed into work  

 Working with offenders to reduce offending and re-offending  

 Youth volunteering charity, v, is likely to have its funding cut from the Office of Civil 
Society as focus moves to the National Citizen Service pilot for 16 year olds  

 Funding for the Charity Commission cut from £29.3m in the current financial year to 
£21.3m by 2014/15.  

 
 
Main points for Individuals  

 Pension age increases to 66 for all in 2020 (4 years earlier than planned)  

 Universal benefits for pensioners such as bus passes, free eye tests and winter fuel 
allowance will continue  

 Spending on benefits for those of working age will be cut  

 Employment support allowance and Incapacity benefit will be time limited and  

 Changes to entitlement to Tax Credits, with the introduction over the next two 
parliaments of a single universal credit.  

 Social Housing rents for new tenants will rise over time to 80% of the market rate.  

 Cuts to Legal Aid   
 
 
Main points for Local Authorities  

 28% reduction in spending over four years  

 £1bn extra on Social Care  

 A further £1bn of NHS funding to be diverted to social care  

 Schools budgets increase in real terms  

 Ending of all ring fenced grants except schools budget and the new Public Health grant 
(following proposals in the NHS white paper).  

 Fewer targets to report on  

 An ability to borrow money against future non-domestic rate rises  
 
 
Opinions and Statements 
National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) response  
Charity Commission  
Civil Society- Departmental Cuts and their effect on the sector  
National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (NAVCA) response  
New Philanthropy Capital Reaction to Spending Review  

 
 
8. Race Online 2012 
 

There are 10 million people in the UK who don't have to imagine what life is like living without 
the internet. That's the number of people who have never been online. Worryingly, four million 
of these people are also amongst the country's most socially excluded. So the people who 
have the most to gain from the internet - whether to overcome isolation or to save money - are 
the ones who are missing out. 
 
Race Online 2012 aims to bring people and organisations together to improve the life chances 
of the 10 million people who have never been online, particularly the four million who are also 
socially and economically excluded. 
 
Led by Martha Lane Fox, they are a small team with a big vision - to get the UK as close as 
possible to 100% online by the London Olympics. 
 
Race Online 2012 will: 

 Support and challenge government, industry and the third sector on programme 
development and delivery.  
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 Shine a light on partner activities and provide an intelligent hub of information and 
resources.  

 Join and leverage new and existing activities to ensure ‘face to face’ support is 
available to all socially and digitally excluded adults.  

 
Their objectives are to get everyone working together to achieve a near 100% UK online 
population, and ensure that: 

 All low-income families with children who want home access to the internet will have it 
by 2012.  

 All unemployed adults who want personal access to the internet and an email account 
will have them by 2012, with  the ICT skills to find and apply for jobs online.  

 Internet use by people over 65 is at least 50% by 2011, 60% by 2012, and that older 
people at risk of social exclusion can benefit from the internet as part of mainstream 
health and social care provision 

For more information, including how you can support them, visit their website 
http://raceonline2012.org 

  
9. TB Alert 

Taken from the Kingston Voluntary Action (KVA) October Newsletter 
TB Alert, the Department of Health’s lead partner in delivering TB awareness, is launching a 
series of free local TB awareness seminars for third sector directors and senior programme 
staff, to find out how a new programme of training, materials and support can help their 
organisation raise awareness of TB in their community. 
 
Charities, community groups and other not-for-profit organisations have close relationships with 
the communities they serve. They understand and, crucially, are trusted by their clients. This is 
one of the reasons why the third sector is indentified in the Department of Health’s TB Action 
Plan as playing a crucial role in raising awareness about TB, particularly among the most 
vulnerable groups  black and minority ethnic (BME) communities, homeless people, substance 
misusers and people living with HIV (PLHIV) are disproportionately affected by TB. 
 
Rates of tuberculosis have been increasing markedly in England for over 20 years. The illness 
is closely associated with health inequality. For example, people with weakened immune 
systems related to homelessness, substance misuse or through long-term illness, particularly 
HIV, are more at risk from tuberculosis. People on low incomes may struggle to afford 
nutritious food and often live in poor quality housing, factors which again weaken the immune 
system. Tuberculosis is also spread more easily in overcrowded accommodation.  
 
People from ethnic minorities and people living ‘chaotic’ lifestyles may be reluctant, or find it 
difficult, to initiate contact with health services. People may not come forward for treatment 
because of the stigma that surrounds TB in many high-risk communities, misconceptions that 
TB has gone away or cannot be cured, or a simple failure to recognise symptoms as TB.  
However, early diagnosis and treatment of TB is essential, to reduce the impact on an 
individual’s health and to lessen the risk that they will pass infectious TB on to others. 
Community organisations are well-placed to understand and overcome these issues, but may 
currently lack the capacity to do so in addition to existing programmes.  Now, TB Alert is 
inviting third sector leaders to find out what materials, training and support are available for 
organisations to become involved in local TB awareness work, under The Truth About TB 
programme. 
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 KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM – 22 NOVEMBER 2010 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SEMINAR, 10 OCTOBER 2010 

REPORT BY CHAIR OF THE FORUM, REVD BRUCE STUART 

 

On Sunday 10 October 2010 in the afternoon, a discussion was held on religious 
education, at the Surbiton Hill Methodist Church.  In attendance were Rabbi Michael 
Rosenfeld, Rabbi of the Kingston and Surbiton Orthodox Synagogue; the Revd Stephen 
Kuhrt, vicar/priest in charge of Christ Church, Church of England, New Malden; and 
Rashid Laher of the Kingston Mosque.  Also present was Patricia Turner, the Children’s 
Voluntary Sector Worker for RBK, who looks after RBK’s ‘Safe Network’.  I convened the 
discussion (Revd Bruce Stuart). 
We had received apologies from Rosita Niknafs and Amelia Golmohammad of the Baha’i 
community; all Baha’is in the London area had been invited a ‘reflection meeting’. 
 
To deal with Patricia’s concern first of all: Patricia would like to know how child protection 
policies are developed and maintained within faith communities.  If you would also 
welcome assistance from her in developing child protection policies she is ready to help.  
She can be contacted at patricia_turner41@hotmail.com. 
 
As any of you read this, I would be interested to receive your reactions to any of the issues 
identified in what follows. 
 
It was, as I had hoped, a very lively and stimulating discussion, no doubt eased by the four 
of us (Michael, Stephen, Rashid and myself) knowing one another well and already having 
some sense of what happens in a church, synagogue and mosque. 
 
Content of teaching.  As I anticipated it took a while for Michael, Stephen and Rashid to 
explain the content of religious teaching within their respective synagogue, church and 
mosque.  Though this was a general and initial topic of conversation, the matter of learning 
Hebrew and Arabic was touched on.   
 
We discussed the difficulties for anyone engaged in religious education of children getting 
a balance right between ensuring on the one hand that knowledge of ‘the scriptures’, the 
Bible (Old and New Testament) and the Qur’an is passed on to children and young people 
and, sufficient time for discussion with children and young people to ensure that they begin 
to learn how to apply religious teaching to the way we should live our lives and engage 
with issues in the world.   
 
Though expressed in varying ways, all agreed that there is an imperative to ensure that 
children and young people recognise that sacred texts give the basis for a way of life 
which cannot help but be in tension with ‘the world’.  There was also the recognition that 
elements of ‘the world’, for instance, most notably, the internet, are in themselves morally 
neutral and are capable of being used both for good and ill.  Stephen and Michael both 
gave examples of how they are able to use video clips of advertisements or excerpts from 
films (as do I) as a way of stimulating a discussion on moral issues. 
 
Obstacles to overcome.  I had expected that this part of the discussion would be an open 
invitation for us to share ‘moans’ about the difficulty of getting children and young people 
to synagogue, church, and the mosque in light of other attractions and commitments in 
other aspects of their lives, e.g. sports, computer games, shopping, and, for young people 
socializing in various ways even if they are legally too young to attend clubs.  I had also 
expected issues relating to the academic pressures of GCSEs and A-levels to come into 
the discussion. 
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Interestingly, other issues than the ones I had anticipated emerged.  For instance, Stephen 
pointed out that younger parents, new to the Christian faith and with young children, might 
well be slightly critical of what they perceive to be a slightly more lax attitude by older 
parents whose children are either teenage or are young adults.  The younger parents new 
to the Christian faith may be motivated by an intention to bring their children up within a 
strict concern for Biblical teaching.  I commented that this was true within my own 
congregation concerning the very high expectations amongst Korean speaking families 
who usually (on Saturdays) have separate Bible classes for their children, ensuring that 
their children’s Bible knowledge is much greater than that of the children who attend our 
Junior Church. 
 
Rashid was able to sketch for us the fact that parents who attend the mosque comprise 
people who have either come from a range of other countries or whose parents came from 
a range of other countries.  Therefore there is a wide range of expectations about what 
religious education for children at the mosque should be about. 
 
Hebrew, Arabic, and Bibles in English translation.  I was particularly interested to learn 
how it actually works at a Jewish synagogue and a mosque for teaching respectively 
Hebrew and Arabic. Surely, I asked, there is a real advantage to children learning to read 
their scriptures in Hebrew and Arabic.  The responses by Michael and Rashid indicated 
that teaching Hebrew and Arabic is an uphill struggle.  Children may well gain a degree of 
proficiency.  This still leaves the major task of encouraging children truly to take in and 
begin to apply religious knowledge to the way we are meant to live our lives.  Accordingly, 
with young children at the synagogue, as in a Christian ‘Junior Church’ or ‘Sunday School’, 
attractively produced children’s stories with colourful and engaging illustrations are used to 
tell Biblical stories. 
 
Stephen replied to the question I put – how can we, as Christians, ever truly claim to be 
teaching the Bible when we rely on a range of translations in English – in much the way I 
would have responded had he asked me the question.  That is to say, he referred to the 
major effort during the Protestant Reformation across Europe to ensure that the Bible was 
available in the vernacular in Germany, England and so on. 
 
The counter point I neglected to put (I did not want to intrude on the conversation too 
much!) is that inevitably things are lost in translation.  A common example would be the 
need for preachers to explain that the Greek word for ‘sin’ is ‘hamartia’.  Its root meaning is 
from archery, to miss the ‘bull’s eye’, as when the apostle Paul writes that we have all 
fallen short of the glory of God.  Unless a preacher is on hand to explain the root meaning 
of ‘hamartia’, the point would be missed by someone in English simply reading the word, 
‘sin’.  This is true, even though, it is also true to say that ‘sin’ is spoken of throughout the 
Bible in a range of ways, many of which are unrelated to the ‘archery/missing the mark’ 
metaphorical referent. 
 
This is just a brief indication of some of the comments that were made.  
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 ‘FAITH AND THE ENVIRONMENT’ SEMINAR – 28 OCTOBER 2010 
REPORT OF THE FORMER CLERK TO THE FORUM 

 
1. Arrangements:  The seminar was held on Thursday 28 October 2010 from 

6.30pm-8.40pm, as one of the five formal commitments which the Forum scheduled 
in its 2010/11 Work Programme on 4 May.   It was a joint event with Transition 
Town Kingston and the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, was open to the 
public and arrangements were in accordance with proposals agreed with the Forum 
at its meetings on 4 May and 29 July (when an offer was made, in place of a 
working group, that any Forum member could be added to a consultation e-list to be 
consulted as the proposals developed from July onwards). 
 

2. Programme: The seminar included: 
i) refreshments (vegetarian/halal and kosher option) and displays (from TTK, 

Kingston University Sustainability Hub, RBK Climate Change & Sustainability 
team & assorted faith contributions) for initial 15 minutes and a 15 minute 
break allowed for socialising informally 

ii) two keynote speakers with a faith perspective to environmentalism:  
Dr Muzammal Hussain (http://www.wisdominnature.org.uk)  a Muslim and  
Dr Laurie Michaelis www.quakergreenaction.org.uk/  a Quaker. 

iii) mixed discussion groups discussing concern for the environment with 
reference to multi faith/belief  inspirational texts on our relation to the 
environment 

iv) a plenary discussion when all groups reported back 
 

3. Documents: A programme was provided for seminar attendees which included 
extracts of inspirational texts from different faiths and beliefs as requested at the 
July meeting based on the longer extracts tabled at that meeting.  In addition, 
attendees were sent (by email) a Background Information pack providing 
information about the partner organisations behind the event; articles on the 
connections between religion  and the environment ; a fuller context for the text 
extracts, and a list of websites providing more detailed information about the issues 
involved.  Draft copies of the programme and pack were emailed to the Forum for 
consultation beforehand.  The documents have now been added to the Inter Faith 
Forum website (in the Our Files section).     
 

4. Host and facilitators: The Leader of the Council, Councillor Derek Osbourne, who 
also holds RBK Executive responsibility for Environment and Climate Change, 
hosted the occasion, with dynamism, his own imaginative contributions and a 
thoughtful approach to recognising the seriousness of the issues.    The seminar 
was blessed with a strong group of facilitators:   
From the Forum: Revd Bruce Stuart, Rabbi Michael Rosenfeld and Dr Anthony 
Freedman (kindly standing in for Revd Stan Brown)   
 From Kingston University Sustainability Hub:   Dr Nor Aziz (a Muslim) 
From RBK: Preeti Chatwal (from a Hindu and Sikh background) supported by Elise 
Barron from KU Sustainability Hub 
From TTK: Dr Martin Birley (and Muzammal joined this group) and Marilyn Mason 
(with a Humanist perspective) 
and Dr Laurie Michaelis. 
Thanks also to: 

• Ali Jaffri who kindly helped with layout and technical support; 

• Dr Aziz, Preeti Chatwal and Ola Olaluwoye who kindly helped with 
welcoming attendees; 

• Rashid Laher who kindly escorted Muslim colleagues to the prayer room. 
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5.  Attendees and discussion groups There were 80 people booked onto the 

seminar and 66 registered attendees.  Faith communities represented included: 
Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian (Anglican, Baptist, Christian Scientist, Methodist, Roman 
Catholic, United Reformed), Hare Krishna, Hindu, Jewish (Orthodox and Liberal) 
and Muslim (Ahmadiyya, Sufi, Shia and Sunni).  The 8 discussion groups (each with 
8-10 members) were mixed to include a variety of belief perspectives and at least 
one TTK member) and  discussed: 

• either: actions that we can do or support to protect our local and global 
environment 

• or : living a sustainable /simple lifestyle – its challenges and its benefits 

• and choice of texts which inspire us to make sustainable choices 
 

6. Aims and Evaluation: Evaluation forms were provided for all attendees and 
reflected the two aims of the event which were to: 
(i) provide an opportunity for people from different perspectives to meet and 
discuss a subject of fundamental importance to us all – our environment 
(ii) raise awareness of ideas and suggestions for action which could promote 
sustainable lifestyles and reduce our carbon footprint 
 38 forms were completed and comments from these and from subsequent emails 
are set out in attached Annex. 
 

SOME CONCLUSIONS  
 
7. Generally the event seems to have been enjoyed.  In relation to aim (i), all forms 

indicated that attendees had met new people (maximum was someone who met 25 
new people – average was 8 new people) .  In relation to aim (ii), 26 of the 
attendees indicated ways in which they might think about making their lifestyle more 
sustainable.  

 
8. The timetable was optimistic and we over-ran by 10 minutes.  However, groups had 

time to report back during the plenary before the scheduled end time of 8.30pm. 
 
9. During the busy start period, we overlooked to put on the Transition Town Kingston 

film so this was put on during the break instead but the volume of conversation 
(during both the beginning and break) meant that the films could not be properly 
appreciated.  The film about peak oil was on display at the back of the Chamber but 
the laptop should have had speakers to provide more volume.  Arrangements could 
be made to show one or more of these films during an Inter Faith Forum meeting, if 
the Forum would like this. The films available to show are: 
 

• a film about Transition Town Kingston - http://ttkingston.org/ - 9.58 minutes 

• Wake Up, Freak Out, then Get a Grip 11.35 minutes 

• http://wakeupfreakout.org/film/tipping.html 

• Richard Heinberg on Peak Oil  10.57 minutes 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?gl=GB&hl=en-GB&v=DHXdS9XYVs8 

• ‘In Transition’ about the Transition Town movement (inter)nationally:  
http://vimeo.com/8029815 
 

10. Councillor Derek Osbourne suggested in his concluding comments at the event 
(and several of the evaluation forms agreed) that we had only touched the surface 
and that there should be a ‘follow up’ event.   
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11. One comment received is that the speakers didn’t seem prepared and another that 

they did not find the speakers as interesting as they had expected.  One reason for 
this might have been that both speakers wished to avoid there being a suggestion 
that the answers to the major problems that face us are easy or that people can be 
told what to do.  Muzammal was frank about major changes in economic 
assumptions which need to be considered.  Laurie (based on his experience of 
guiding Quaker groups across the country into more sustainable living) emphasised  
that ‘listening’ is key – reflecting perhaps a Quaker approach which is of quietness, 
attention to the inner spirit, and openness to the spontaneous wisdom which might 
arise from a more contemplative approach (rather than giving a more instructional 
‘PowerPoint’ presentation). 
 

12. A working group was not established to plan this event, in recognition of the other 
demands on Forum members’ time, given that there were two other concurrent 
working groups – for Inter Faith Week and for Holocaust Memorial Day.  However, it 
will be important for a Working Group to start planning in earnest now for the next 
seminar for the 10 February 2011 and it might be helpful, therefore, if a couple of 
Working Group dates in December and January are agreed at the Forum meeting, 
so that a Guildhall venue could be booked for these.   

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Forum is requested to: 
 
1. indicate whether it would like to be shown one of the films at some point during one 

of its meetings; 
 
2. consider any of the following as ‘follow up’ possibilities: 

a. arrange a follow-up event, maybe as its Inter Faith Week activity next year; 
b. encourage Transition Town Kingston to set up a subgroup consisting of 

members of faith communities; 
c. organise a practical, multifaith environmental event or project with and for 

young people; 
d. create an ‘e-list’ from the event which could be passed to the RBK Climate 

Change team and the KU Sustainability Hub so that the seminar attendees 
could be sent information in future on all environmental events; or 

e. ask the Philosophy Café to organize a further discussion of environmental 
issues, and to invite all on the Inter Faith Forum e-list to attend; 

 
3. ask Working Group members at the meeting to agree some dates for the Working 

Group to start planning for the next seminar on 10 February. 
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ANNEX 1 
EVALUATION FORM RESPONSES 
 

Question 1. 
 
Number of 
people met 
at the 
seminar not 
met before 

Question 2. 
 
My most interesting 
conversations were 
about….? 

Question 3. 
 
Most useful or valuable 
aspect of the seminar (e.g. 
resource, contact, tip, 
advice, inspiration, 
motivator)? 

Question 4 
 
I might think about doing 
the following to reduce 
my energy consumption 
or make my life more 
sustainable…… 

Question 5 
 
Any other comments? 

Question 6 
(optional): 
 
Member of 
which 
organisation or 
faith 
community? 

Dozens TTK vegetable cooperative Connection between 
overconsumption and 
emotional/relational 
unhappiness 

Calculate carbon 
footprint 
Investigate local organic 
vegetable boxes 
Convert to sustainable 
energy sources 

 Baptist  

4 Positive feelings that come 
out of simpler living.  How 
much common ground the 
religions have on 
environment, community, 
ideal human behaviour 

Principle of sufficiency from 
Buddhist doctrine 
Reinforcement of 
importance of listening 

Turn down water heater 
Keep moving towards 
simpler lifestyle 

Thank you, this has really 
made me think about other 
religions and taught me more 
about them 

TTK 

3 Quality of life Derek Osbourne’s summary Carry on as I have been 
doing 

‘Ban Trident’ TTK 
Humanist 

20 Relationship with Nature Inter Faith Forum and 
environmentalists 

Simple living, less 
dependency on non-
renewable resources 

 Hindu/Sikh 

11 Faith and environment 
Personal duty 

Challenging the norms Walk= raise awareness 
= connect 

Thank you, great experience  

7 Sustainable future and the 
role of faith 

 ?device and ideas Lower central heating 
temperature 
Reduce travel 
 

 Baha’i 
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Question 1. 
 
Number of 
people met 
at the 
seminar not 
met before 

Question 2. 
 
My most interesting 
conversations were 
about….? 

Question 3. 
 
Most useful or valuable 
aspect of the seminar (e.g. 
resource, contact, tip, 
advice, inspiration, 
motivator)? 

Question 4 
 
I might think about doing 
the following to reduce 
my energy consumption 
or make my life more 
sustainable…… 

Question 5 
 
Any other comments? 

Question 6 
(optional): 
 
Member of 
which 
organisation or 
faith 
community? 

5 The interconnection of 
religion and the Arts 

Stick with Transition Town 
Kingston 

Some of the 497 actions 
I know about 

Really thought this was a 
good meeting and thought 
provoking 
 

Quaker /TTK 

6 See next box The common ground 
Moral responsibility 
Desire for a simple life 
interconnectedness with 
nature 

Turn the heating down 
even more 

 TTK  
Humanist 

8 What others are doing Finding others of like 
interests 

 Speakers surprisingly boring 
– a missed opportunity 

Christian 

8 ?Sufism? Plant a tree – gain a place 
in heaven 

I already do as much as 
I can I think 

I would have much preferred 
this if it had finished on time, 
by 8.40pm most people didn’t 
want to listen to any more 
stuff 

 

4 Interconnectedness Motivation, through meeting 
like-minded others 

More convinced that we 
ought to make our own 
place of worship more 
sustainable 

 Quaker 

5 Passages from religious 
texts;  
The meaning of value; why 
we value nature 

The space to meet new 
people, hear new 
perspectives and to listen 

Have more discussions 
with people from other 
faiths 

Superbly well organised 
great to mingle and talk with 
a set of people I’ve never met 
before. Would have like the 
table discussion to be heavily 
faith-based/digging into 

 
TTK 

F
5



 

Question 1. 
 
Number of 
people met 
at the 
seminar not 
met before 

Question 2. 
 
My most interesting 
conversations were 
about….? 

Question 3. 
 
Most useful or valuable 
aspect of the seminar (e.g. 
resource, contact, tip, 
advice, inspiration, 
motivator)? 

Question 4 
 
I might think about doing 
the following to reduce 
my energy consumption 
or make my life more 
sustainable…… 

Question 5 
 
Any other comments? 

Question 6 
(optional): 
 
Member of 
which 
organisation or 
faith 
community? 

deeper issues, rather than 
the small steps we all can 
take to reduce our ecological 
footprints 

10 Commonality of views 
between faiths and none 

Noted some thoughts down   Baptist  

9 Moral and practical ways 
of addressing 
environmental concerns 

The discussion section Use of energy 
how to have a smaller 
impact on the 
environment 

 Baha’i 
community 

7 General sustainability  Consume less Ban plastic or limit the use of 
it 

 

6 Acting rather than talking 
diversity 

To see so many faiths 
represented 

Support micro credit What action will result,what 
activity which otherwise 
would not have happened, 
what outcomes from this 
seminar? 

 

25 Permaculture, food co-op Pre-reading, excellent 
speakers 

Use less energy  
More vegetarian meals 
Connect more with 
others 

 Quakers 

7 Contradictions eg Kingston 
is a transition town but is 
also a major shopping 
town with excessive 
consumption 

The inspirational texts 
(different faiths) 

I am already doing what 
I can – continued food 
for thought 
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Question 1. 
 
Number of 
people met 
at the 
seminar not 
met before 

Question 2. 
 
My most interesting 
conversations were 
about….? 

Question 3. 
 
Most useful or valuable 
aspect of the seminar (e.g. 
resource, contact, tip, 
advice, inspiration, 
motivator)? 

Question 4 
 
I might think about doing 
the following to reduce 
my energy consumption 
or make my life more 
sustainable…… 

Question 5 
 
Any other comments? 

Question 6 
(optional): 
 
Member of 
which 
organisation or 
faith 
community? 

10 Similarities/differences 
within the different faiths 
inspiration to live a more 
Sustainable life 

Using less material things 
simplicity goals breed 
content/happiness 

Using less heating at 
home 
cycling more  
Teaching more about 
sustainability to friends 
and others 

This was a worthwhile and 
successful discussion 
seminar, interesting and 
thoughtful 

Kingston 
Synagogue 

5 Scriptures Issues of community to 
share best practice 

Consuming less 
material goods 

Very interesting and reflective RBK 

8 Economic solutions for the 
future of our planet 

Group work Waste less, cycle more, 
Stay mindful, set good 
example to younger 
generation 

  

6  Being inspired by what 
other people are doing 

Reducing heating/water 
temperature 
Take fewer 
showers/baths 
Eat less meat/fish 
 

  

5    The radical content of the 
opening talks combined with 
their length, seemed 
inappropriate for a 
conference of this type. Not 
sure of the religion/belief 
angle here 
 

Humanist 
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Question 1. 
 
Number of 
people met 
at the 
seminar not 
met before 

Question 2. 
 
My most interesting 
conversations were 
about….? 

Question 3. 
 
Most useful or valuable 
aspect of the seminar (e.g. 
resource, contact, tip, 
advice, inspiration, 
motivator)? 

Question 4 
 
I might think about doing 
the following to reduce 
my energy consumption 
or make my life more 
sustainable…… 

Question 5 
 
Any other comments? 

Question 6 
(optional): 
 
Member of 
which 
organisation or 
faith 
community? 

5 The pros and  cons of a 
simple life 

Meeting people and having 
a lively discussion 
I liked the idea of making 
plastic packaging more 
uniform so that it is easier to 
recycle 

Sharing my home with 
others 

Fantastic. We need another 
of these meetings 
Don’t use plastic knives and 
forks. 
More time for discussions – 
people had so many 
interesting things to say 

Buddhist 

5-10  Bringing a diverse audience 
together 

Strive for more simplicity  TTK 

8 About how different faiths 
can work and help one 
another 

Never stop believing in god Use local restaurant for 
using their used oil for 
cars 

It has been great and 
educational evening. We can 
all help one another make 
our world a better place for 
our children 

Hare Krishna 

16 Happiness and what it 
means 
A simple life style in the 
west versus a more 
aspirational lifestyle in 
developing nations 

Joining together to make a 
difference 

Reduce power 
consumption 
Invest in renewables 

Another one please! We 
barely scratched the surface 

Catholic 

3 Islamic economics So much insight   Christian 
 

6 Capitalism – interest – and 
social justice 

Technology is now making it 
possible for individuals to 
communicate and have an 
effect across the world 

Continue to seek 
opportunities to do just 
that – I cycle / use 
public transport, turn 

We were living at a ‘one 
world level’ in the 60s.  It’s 
not rocket science! Just 
consume less and recognise 

Methodist 
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Question 1. 
 
Number of 
people met 
at the 
seminar not 
met before 

Question 2. 
 
My most interesting 
conversations were 
about….? 

Question 3. 
 
Most useful or valuable 
aspect of the seminar (e.g. 
resource, contact, tip, 
advice, inspiration, 
motivator)? 

Question 4 
 
I might think about doing 
the following to reduce 
my energy consumption 
or make my life more 
sustainable…… 

Question 5 
 
Any other comments? 

Question 6 
(optional): 
 
Member of 
which 
organisation or 
faith 
community? 

down the thermostat, 
wear wool etc 

when you have ‘enough’ 

Enough Fair trade and global 
marketing 

None Already doing it Best to guard against running 
over time – sound of own 
voice when the final time has 
passed is better to the 
speaker than the audience 

Atheist 

4 Lifestyles Think about personal beliefs Power and transport  Baptist 
 

20 Working together and 
sharing as one big 
community 

Contacts Pool resources and help 
local groups 

  

12 Simplicity Too many! Organisers and 
participants 

Build community   

8 How to change the 
economic system. 
The key ingredient(s): faith 
or reverence? 
Religious background of 
others 

Good food for thought from 
Derek and speakers. 
Sensing the interest in 
spirituality and the 
environment 

Everything Good meeting, good start. As 
Derek said, we need to go 
deeper if we want to form a 
basis for common action 

TTK 

8 The right balance between 
sustainability and 
‘sustaining’ the quality of 
life that is valued 

The discussion – and Derek 
Osborne’s final speech 
about ‘the elephant in the 
room’ 

Need to reflect on that I like the idea of a second 
seminar that digs deeper into 
what faiths 
uniquely/spiritually have to 
offer 
 

Christian 
Scientist 
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Question 1. 
 
Number of 
people met 
at the 
seminar not 
met before 

Question 2. 
 
My most interesting 
conversations were 
about….? 

Question 3. 
 
Most useful or valuable 
aspect of the seminar (e.g. 
resource, contact, tip, 
advice, inspiration, 
motivator)? 

Question 4 
 
I might think about doing 
the following to reduce 
my energy consumption 
or make my life more 
sustainable…… 

Question 5 
 
Any other comments? 

Question 6 
(optional): 
 
Member of 
which 
organisation or 
faith 
community? 

7 Islam and the environment Case examples Cycle more 
Explain to people 

Great, more of the same, 
ideally on diverse faith 
traditions 

Sufi Muslim 

8  The initial talk Doing a lot at present  TTK 
Christian 

8 Several – the problem 
being human nature 

Interesting to meet people 
from different faiths and 
backgrounds 

I’m already doing most 
of the things! Eat less 
dairy produce 

Timetable a bit unrealistic Fair Trade 

 
 

From emails 

Just wanted to thank you for the very good work in running this evening. I thought it was excellent. And, as Cllr Osbourne said, we barely 
scratched the surface. Definitely put me on the list for the next one!!! 
 

Thank you for putting together such a wonderful programme. It was well planned and supported. I also very much appreciated the kosher food 
provided. You and your team considered and took into account all the issues.  Perhaps the seeds have been sown for a part 2? 
 

Thanks for the incredible work you put in. Transition Town Kingston (www.ttkingston.org) would love to work on follow-ups with any interested 
groups. 
 

Yesterday evening's seminar, I felt, went very well.     It looked to me as if there were in the region of 200 people present.     Clearly a lot of folk 
were there, drawn by their interest in ecological issues, which was good. 
 
There were a number of people with connections to the council (councillors and council officers) who had made the commitment to be there.  
The event was successful to a large extent because of the engagement of people in various departments of the council. 
I would guess (though I have no way of knowing this) that we were well served by the people who led the discussions on the tables. 
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I doubt that Derek Osbourne would describe his comments introducing and closing the event as sermons but, well, err, actually.....that's kind of 
what they were.   I did appreciate his involvement in the event and his whole manner expressed, I felt, a genuine engagement with the event 
and its issues. 
 
Jean was publically thanked -it was obvious to many of us that she had put in a very great deal of work on the event. 
I may not have spotted everyone but I counted 11 members of the Inter Faith Forum present.  Clergy supported in good numbers -- for 
instance, Ken Walker, Lesley Charlton, Michael Rosenfeld.  Stan Brown delivered leaflets about Inter-faith Week but then needed to go home in 
relation to a family health crisis.  I may be mistaken in this, but I did not recognise anyone present whom we know from the Inter Faith Forum 
from amongst Sikhs, Hindus and Buddhists. 
 
In a word, the topic seems to have caught the mood of our times, the mood of the moment.   It did seem to me from various comments I heard 
that there was a sense that this is a time when it is right to acknowledge what our sacred scriptures are able to say to us as we think about the 
current range of challenges presented to us by the environment and the ways in which human activity threaten it, and then to come together in 
common cause with those who are secularists, to look for and support measures that are, as the current saying goes, 'eco-friendly'. 
 

I hope, like me, you felt yesterday evening's seminar went very well indeed. 
 
Thank you, Derek, for chairing the proceedings, clearly committing yourself to the event, engaging with the issues. 
 I meant, too, to have the opportunity to express thanks for the literature the council have produced, which was part of what was circulated 
amongst us prior to the event, which encourages residents to consider aspects of energy saving and so on. 
 
It was good to learn that some of the printed material produced for last night will be used in schools. 
 
Martin, thank you for your work in obtaining our two speakers.  As someone who was once a 'revolting student' in the 60's it was curious to hear 
from Muzammal Hussain what sounded to me like a distant echo of radical questions raised against capitalism as such which I heard back then, 
but coming out of a very different political and cultural context.....just one instance of many last night of a sense of convergence on issues. 
 
I did definitely pick up a mood through yesterday evening which is 'of the moment' in which we live.  It was that there was a buzz and a genuine 
desire to recognise that from different backgrounds, which includes both different religious traditions but also secular ones that there's a desire 
to find ways of supporting measures which address our current, several, ecological challenges. 
 
Those of us who enjoy what I might call 'engaged talking' would easily have enjoyed talking for a very great deal longer, bouncing off the 
comments that were made by our speakers, and by folk in our own discussion groups, and others with whom one had the opportunity to speak 
in informal moments.   In a related way, as is often the case with such a gathering, I would have loved to have had lots of time to speak 
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informally with everyone who convened a discussion group just to get your reactions and thoughts, too. 
 

Congratulations on a worthwhile and well-run event.  It was a pity the speakers seemed a bit under-prepared but overall that didn't detract from 
the remarkable range of people who came together to hear and share a wide variety of thoughts. Probably if Derek had made his closing 
comments at the beginning we would have addressed his significant questions more, but as I think he said, there's certainly an agenda for a 
follow-up seminar. 
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STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

HELD AT THE GUILDHALL, KINGSTON   
22 JUNE 2010  

 
Present: 
Christian and Other Religious Denominations 
Mrs. Maria James (Chair) Local evangelical churches 
*Mr Gurmeet Singh  The Sikh community 
Ruth Freedman  Jewish community 
*Mr Neil D’Aguiar  Archdiocese of Southwark (Roman Catholic) 
Mrs Beryl Mooney  Kingston and District Free Church Federal Council 
*Mr. Raju Pandya   The Hindu community 
*Mahendra Thakar  The Hindu community 
*Venerable Phrakru Samu Lom  Buddhapadipa Temple (The Buddhist 
community) 
*Mrs Hamida Syed  The Muslim community 
*Mrs Neelofer Ziauddin The Muslim community 
The Church of England 
*Ms Sam Mitchell  Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 
Ms Heather Henderson Diocese of Guildford 
Vacancy  Diocese of Southwark 
Representatives of Teachers’ Associations 
Miss Diana Brotherston Fern Hill Primary School 
Ms Jennifer Rickards Malden Manor Primary School 
Mr Bob Shaw  St Philip’s School 
Ms Ellen Ziriat  Coombe Girls School 
Representatives of the Local Education Authority 
* Councillor Dennis Doe (Vice Chair) 
Councillor Tricia Bamford 
Councillor Liz Green 
Co-opted Members 
Simon Birch  local Baha’i community 
Marilyn Mason  local representative of the British Humanist Association 
Heather Stephens  Insight (Schools Christian Worker for Kingston) 

 
* Absent 

 
In attendance:   Keith Field, Consultant RE Adviser as LA representative 
  Penny Welsh, Clerk  
 Craig Ross, Tiffin School 

 
This meeting followed the Tenth Annual Lecture which had been given by Jay 
Lakhani. A transcript of the lecture will be available. 

 
 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
The meeting began with a moment of quiet reflection. Apologies had been received 
from Cllr Dennis Doe, Sam Mitchell and Diana Brotherston. 
Ruth Freedman was introduced to the SACRE  as a replacement for Simone Halfin 
as representative of the Jewish Community on the SACRE. It was reported that 
Neil D’Aguiar had resigned as representative of the Archdiocese of Southwark 
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(Roman Catholic), and that Anne King had been proposed as his replacement. It 
was reported that Anne had intended to attend the meeting but had sent apologies. 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that these replacements be agreed. 

2 NOTES of MEETING held on 22 MARCH 2010 
The notes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were duly 
signed. As the meeting had not been quorate, the decisions made were approved. 

3 MATTERS ARISING 
Youth Member for SACRE. There was a further discussion about how best to 
ensure that a youth member was representative and how to recruit a suitable 
candidate. It was agreed that Cllr Bamford would liaise with Kingston Youth Council 
via Graham Mann-Smith at RBK. It was also agreed that Craig Ross would 
investigate the possibility of Tiffin School providing a candidate for this year. 

4 REVIEW OF THE AGREED SYLLABUS 
It was reported that the working party had met and had agreed to develop the 
sections of the syllabus on thinking and enquiry skills. The Syllabus will be 
launched in January 2012 at a festival of RE. Following a discussion on the 
teaching of Humanism, Marilyn Mason undertook to provide a list of resources for 
teachers on the subject. 

5 NATIONAL NEWS 
It was reported that Heather Henderson and Keith Field had attended the 
NASACRE AGM, which had included a very good speech by Clare Short, who had 
been articulate about the role of SACREs and the value and need for religious 
education. They had presented with a training CD-Rom which they considered 
would be useful in developing the understanding of SACRE members about their 
role and how to be effective, and in training new SACRE members. It was agreed 
that the November meeting would consider the section entitled ‘What is SACRE 
for?’. It was agreed that Keith Field would make contact with Maple Infants school 
to make sure that suitable equipment was available for use at the meeting. 

6 MEMBERS and DCLS update 
a) MEMBERS 
It was reported that the new Education Secretary held RE to be a low priority 
subject, together with citizenship and PHSE, and the SACRE expressed their 
concern. 
Keith Field circulated copies of the Ofsted report into the teaching of RE. It was 
agreed that a summary would be circulated. 
There was a discussion about how the SACRE would respond to any free schools 
which were set up in the borough, as these would issue statements on their 
teaching of RE. 
Heather Henderson reported on the findings of a survey into Christian student 
teachers of RE which round that Christian RE teachers were very reticent to share 
what they believed in with their classes, in contrast to those of other faiths. The 
study can be found on www.canterbury.ac.uk.  
Bob Shaw reported on work at St Philips which had linked with Peace Day in 
November and had included a Holocaust survivor coming to the school and 
planting a tree which came from a sapling taken from a concentration camp. He 
reported that it had been a moving and dynamic event which had involved the 
whole school community. 
b) DCLS 
Keith Field presented a  feedback summary for the co-ordinators meetings. He 
reported that they were a committed group who attended regularly and were 
beginning to bring examples of good practice to share with each other. They had 
discussed a creative approach to teaching the Easter story . 
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He reported that he was continuing to work on moderating examples of assessed 
work to produced a bank of exemplar material. 

7 OFSTED REPORTS 
It was agreed that the clerk would write on behalf of the SACRE to congratulate the 
Headteachers of Bedelsford School and Coombe Hill Junior School. There was a 
discussion about the impact of the planned change to end inspection of 
Outstanding schools on monitoring by the SACRE. 

8 ACTION PLAN 
There was a discussion about the updated Action Plan which had been previously 
circulated and this was accepted by the SACRE. It was reported that NASACRE 
was piloting a new subject SEF for schools to use which would give SACREs 
anonymous data for their LA without creating more work for school staff. 

9 INTER FAITH FORUM 
It was reported that the notes of the IFF meeting were to have been tabled at the 
meeting but that they had been overlooked. As Cllr Doe was not present, he could 
not give a report of the meeting and it was agreed that any issues should be 
reported to the next meeting of the SACRE. 

10 ANNUAL LECTURE THEMES AND SPEAKERS 
There was a discussion about possible themes and speakers for the 2011 Annual 
Lecture and it was suggested that members of the SACRE could produce a 
programme covering elements of RE, Collective Worship and the role of the 
SACRE. It was suggested that this could include children’s views of RE. 
As an alternative, it was proposed that the lecture could be on the role of a Youth 
SACRE. 

11 DATES, VENUES and AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETINGS 
The next meeting was confirmed as  Wednesday 10th November 2010 at Maple 
Infants School. It was agreed that the meeting would consider issues around 
membership and representation. A training session will be given on the role of the 
SACRE. Sophie Orchard will give a brief introduction to the teaching of RE at the 
school. 
It was agreed that the spring term meeting would be held on Thursday 10th March 
2011, hosted by the Baha’i community, at the Shiraz Mirza Hall.  

 
 

 
Signed………………………………………………..…(Chair)  Date…………………
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