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ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

 
KINGSTON INTER-FAITH FORUM  

 
meeting on THURSDAY 29 JULY 2010 at 10.30am in  

 
THE GUILDHALL, KINGSTON, KT1 1EU 

 

AGENDA 
 
OPENING REFLECTION by a representative of the Baha’i community 
 

1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & WELCOME TO ANY NEW 
MEMBERS AND GUESTS 

 

   

2.  NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING Appendix A 
To agree the Notes of the meeting held on 4 May 2010. 
 

3.  VICE CHAIR: APPOINTMENT AND NOMINATION PROCESS Appendix B 

3.1. To confirm the appointment of Lally Malik as a Forum Vice Chair  

3.2. To amend paragraph 5 of the Forum's Working Arrangements as set out in the 
report 
 

4.  PLANNING FOR FUTURE EVENTS 
(10.40am) to discuss draft proposals for the following events:  
 

4.1. Seminar on Sustainable Living Thursday 28 October  6pm – in 
collaboration with Transition Town Kingston (Council Chamber, the 
Guildhall) (report attached) 

Appendix C 

 

4.2. National Inter Faith Week  21 -27 November Appendix D 

(Revd Stan Brown to report on Working Group discussions) 
 

4.3. Holocaust Memorial commemoration Sunday 30 January 2011  

(Revd Mandy Beck to report)  - 
 

4.4. 2nd seminar Thursday 10 February 2011  (3.30-6pm TBC) Appendix E 

(Rabbi Danny Rich to report) 
 

4.5. Heritage Open Day - 9-12 September 2010  

(any updates from participating communities) 
 

5.  APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FORUM Appendix F 
(11.10am) To consider applications for membership of the Forum from: 
 

5.1. Kingston Local Involvement Network (Kingston LINk) 

5.2. the local Shia Muslim community 
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Interval for refreshments and socialising 
  
6.  KINGSTON WORKSTART Appendix G 

(11.40am) Afsheen Nasir Employment (Consultant at Kingston Workstart) will attend 
to explain the support which this organisation can provide. 

 

7.  MEMBERS' REPORTS BACK FROM EVENTS  

(11.55am) to consider members’ reports back from past events including: 
 

7.1. ‘Community chaplaincy’ meeting with care workers – 24 June Appendix H 

(Rashid Laher to present) 

7.2. RE in faith communities (Revd Stuart to present)  - 27 June  

7.3. Event hosted by ‘The Guardian’ to meet faith communities - 16 June  

(Lally Malik) 

7.4. Mayoral Sunday (All Saints) and Guildhall civic reception  -13 June  

(any comments from attendees) 

7.5. IFN UK National Meeting – 8 July (Revd Bruce Stuart) Appendix I 

7.6. ‘Islam’s Relationships with other faiths’ exhibition 19-24 June (Rashid Laher)  

7.7. Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum launch 13 June (Lally Malik & others)  

7.8. Borough Deans – 17 June (Revd Bruce Stuart)  

7.9. any Equalities Forum meetings (Lally Malik and Fleur Standring)  

7.10. any Prevent Reference Group meetings and activities (Rashid Laher)  

 
8.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE NOTES OF THE LAST 

MEETING 
Appendix J 

(12.15pm) (to consider a report on matters arising from the last meeting) 
 

9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

(12.20pm) to consider any  items for discussion which were not submitted for the 
agenda (as time allows) 
 

10.  INFORMATION SECTION Appendix K 
 

10.1. (12.25pm) to note information about events or resources as listed 
and any provided by Forum members at the meeting 

10.2. To note the Minutes of the last Standing Advisory Council for RE 
meeting 

Appendix L 

 

11.  DATE AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT BUSINESS MEETING  

(12.30pm) 

11.1. to agree the date for the next meeting proposed in the draft timetable 

Monday 22   November 10.30am – 1pm - business meeting in the Guildhall, 
Kingston. 

 

11.2. to note that the deadline for notification of items for that meeting :  

• Tuesday 26 October 2010 – items to be sent to 
ola.olaluwoye@rbk.kingston.gov.uk or telephone 020 8547 5021 

 

11.3. to agree who will give the opening reflection for that meeting. 

 



 
 

 
ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

INTER FAITH FORUM 
 

Notes of the meeting held on TUESDAY 4 MAY 2010 at 3pm in  
Room 1004, The John Galsworthy Building, Kingston University Penrhyn Road, 

Kingston KT1 2EE. 
 

Present 
 
Local Faith Group Representatives  
Revd Bruce Stuart  Free Church representative (URC) (Chair) 
Lally Malik   Ahmadiyya Muslim community (nominated Vice Chair*) 
Rabbi Danny Rich  NHS Chaplain (Vice Chair) 
Sheikh Abdessamad  Kingston Mosque 
Rabbi Charley Baginsky Kingston Liberal Synagogue 
Revd Amanda Beck  Church of England 
Dr Anthony Freedman Kingston, Surbiton & District Synagogue 
Nazim Ghauri  Ahmadiyya Muslim community 
Edith Jayne   Kingston Quakers 
Amarjit Kaur Channi  Kingston Sikh community 
Ven. Phrakru Samu Lom Buddhapadipa Temple 
Dianne Mahboubi  Kingston Baha’i community 
Charanjit Singh Makan Kingston Sikh community 
Rabbi Michael Rosenfeld Kingston, Surbiton & District Synagogue 
Valerie Savage  Christian Scientist church 
Fleur Standring  Kingston Liberal Synagogue 
Mike Thakar   Sarvoday Hindu Association 
Katherine Young  Kingston Pagan moot 

 Local Organisation Representatives 

 Darius Baird   Kingston Youth Council 
 Revd Jacky Bone  YMCA 
 Revd Stan Brown  Kingston University 
 Theo Harris   Kingston Centre for Independent Living 
 Graham Mann-Smith RBK Youth Services 
  
  

In attendance: 
 Jean Cousens  RBK Democratic Support officer 
 Ola Olaluwoye  RBK Democratic Support officer 

 
Rabbi Danny Rich, in his last words as Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and said how proud he had been to chair the Forum since its inception in 2003.  He 
congratulated the Forum on how it had developed in these seven years and wished 
it well for the future. 
 
OPENING REFLECTION 
 
The Venerable Phrakru Samu Lom read a reflection on Metta Bhavana (attached as 
an Annex 1). 

 
 

APPENDIX AA1



 
 

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIRS FOR 2010/11  
 

1.1 Rabbi Danny Rich had indicated that he would not be standing for re-appointment 
as Chair of the Forum.  Following the receipt of nominations for two candidates for 
this position (Lally Malik and Revd Bruce Stuart), a ballot had been held before the 
meeting. The outcome of the ballot was announced and Revd Bruce Stuart was 
appointed Chair of the Forum for 2010/11 (to April 2011 or the first meeting 
thereafter).   
 

1.2 The following Vice Chairs were appointed for 2010/11 ( to April 2011 or the first 
meeting thereafter): 

• Rashid Ali Laher 

• Rabbi Danny Rich 
 

1.3 Revd Stuart proposed that Lally Malik be appointed as a third Vice Chair for the 
Forum.  Revd Stuart explained that, since Lally had not formally been nominated as 
Vice Chair (although she had received a nomination and a number of votes as 
Chair), this situation was not provided for within the Forum’s process for elections of 
officers and therefore would be subject to confirmation at the next meeting.   One 
member of the Forum did not support this proposal because it was not in line with 
existing Forum procedures, but did not dissent to the nomination of Lally as Vice 
Chair per se. It was therefore agreed that Lally Malik be appointed Vice Chair for 
2010/11 (to April 2011 or the first meeting thereafter), subject to confirmation at the 
next meeting (i.e. subject to no dissent being received by the next meeting)*. 

 
1.4 The Chair and other members of the Forum thanked Rabbi Danny for the major role 

he had played in the development of the Forum since helping to found it in 2003 
and for the expert skills which he had brought to chairing the Forum.   
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & WELCOME TO ANY NEW MEMBERS AND 
GUESTS 

   
Apologies for absence were received from Andrew Bessant, Councillor Dennis Doe, 
Joanna Efstathiou, Regula Hug, Edith Jayne, Father Peter Jenner, Rashid Ali 
Laher, Nona McDuff, Rosita Niknafs, and Revd Jonathan Wilkes 
 
Rabbi Danny Rich reported that he would be standing down as faith leader 
representative of Kingston Liberal Synagogue and Rabbi Charley Baginsky would 
now take up this position.  Father Grant Holmes had indicated that he would be 
standing down as one of the NHS Chaplains on the Forum and had written to 
indicate that Rabbi Rich would become one of the NHS Chaplain representatives on 
the Forum.   
 
The Chair welcomed Rabbi Baginsky as a new member and also welcomed Theo 
Harris, Chief Executive Officer of Kingston Centre for Independent Living, to her first 
meeting. 

 
 

3. NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING     Appendix A 
 
The Notes of the meeting held on 28 January 2010 were confirmed as a correct 
record.    
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4. DRAFT TIMETABLE 2010/11 AND OTHER WORKING ARRANGEMENTS  
          Appendix B 
 
The report included a review of the Forum’s activities in 2009/10, on the basis of 
which a programme was proposed for 2010/11.  The report also gave the Forum the 
opportunity to review its working arrangements and to consider whether there are 
any additional religious festivals which need to be borne in mind in planning the 
timetable of activities.  The Chair enquired whether there were any members who 
wished to be either publicity secretary for the Forum or to assist Anthony Freedman 
with the website development.  Members of the Forum suggested that Edith Jayne 
would be ideal in the former role.        
 
AGREED that: 

 
1. the formal commitments for the Forum be confirmed as follows and Annex 1 
 be amended accordingly as the annual programme for the Forum: 

i) Tuesday 4 May, 3pm – business meeting 
ii) Thursday 29 July 2010, 10.30am– business meeting 
iii) Thursday 28 October  6.30pm-8.30pm  ‘Sustainable Living and 
 Spirituality’ seminar in collaboration with Transition Town Kingston   
iv) Monday 22   November 10.30am – 1pm - business meeting  
v) Thursday 10 February 2011  (afternoon) - seminar-type event 
vi)  Wednesday 6 April 2011, 3pm – business meeting 

 
2. the other events listed in paragraph 9 of the report be supported with some 
 representation from the Forum as follows: 

a) 13 June 3.30pm – Mayoral Sunday including civic reception in the  
  Guildhall  
b) 24 June 12 noon– meeting on community chaplaincy with care  
  workers  
c) 27 June 2.30pm – discussion about religious education with faith  
  teachers 
d) 9-12 September  - Heritage Open Day  
e) 21 -27 November – National Inter Faith Week 
f) Sunday 23rd or 30th January 2011 (TBA) Holocaust Memorial  
  commemoration  
 

3. the following be potential additions to the Forum programme: 

• a second panel visit to a secondary school – Rabbi Rich to lead a 
 panel to Southborough School 

• an environmental event to bring together young people from all the 
 different faith communities to work on a practical project such as a 
 river clean-up. 

 
4. subject to the addition of the Ahmadiyya annual conference, the religious 
 festivals in Annex 1 of the report be confirmed as the only ones which need 
 to be borne in mind in planning Forum meetings . 
 
5. the Forum’s Working Arrangements attached at Annex 2 of the report be 
 confirmed. 
 
6. Edith Jayne be asked whether she would agree to be the Forum’s publicity 
 secretary  
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5. PLANNING FOR FUTURE EVENTS 
 

5.1 ‘Community chaplaincy’ meeting with front line care workers – 24 June  
12-2pm         Appendix C 
 
It was noted that, unfortunately, this event was scheduled for the same day as the 
Kingston University chaplaincy event on young people’s belief in the after life, so 
neither Revd Brown nor Revd Bone would be able to attend.  It was hoped that 
Revd Mandy Beck would be able to attend and Rabbi Baginsky expressed interest.  
It was requested that an invitation be sent to the Ahmadiyya community to send a 
representative.  Simon Pearce and Rashid Laher were thanked for their work in 
organising this event. 
 
AGREED that  
 
i) the proposals for a lunch-time event with front line care workers as set  
  out in the report be endorsed. 
 
ii) no further action be taken at this time in relation to other models of community 
  chaplaincy set out in Annex 1 of the report. 

 
 
5.2 Seminar on Sustainable Living -Thursday 28 October 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

(Council Chamber, the Guildhall)      Appendix D 
 
The Forum were reminded that they had agreed this seminar would be open to the 
public and organised in collaboration with Transition Town Kingston.  Proposals for 
the structure of the event were set out in the report and an update arising from 
discussions with Transition Town Kingston was tabled at the meeting with options for 
timing for the event. The Forum decided that an evening, rather than twilight, event 
would be more convenient for those who would need to make childcare 
arrangements.  
 
Two speakers had been recommended: (Muzammal Hussein 
(http://www.wisdominnature.org.uk) and Laurie Michaelis (of the Quakers, an article 
by whom had been circulated with the emailed agenda).   Revd Stan Brown 
recommended a speaker who had given a Chaplaincy lecture on Climate Change 
and that the sustainability team at Kingston University be invited to participate in the 
event.  
 
The seminar will include working group consideration of texts from different faiths on 
creation and stewardship of natural resources. 
 
AGREED that  
 
i) the seminar be confirmed as one of the formal commitments for the Forum this 

year and members be requested to add the date to their diaries. 
 

ii) the proposed structure of the event be endorsed with the amended timing of 
6.30pm-8.30pm. 
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5.3 National Inter Faith Week - 21 -27 November 2011 
 
Lally Malik proposed and Revd Stuart seconded that Revd Stan Brown be 
appointed Chair of the Inter Faith Week Working Group for a second year and this 
was AGREED. 
 
As there would only be one Forum business meeting (29 July) to discuss plans 
before November, Working Group members were AGREED at the meeting as 
follows:  Lally Malik, Rashid Laher (if willing), Charanjit Singh Makan and Rabbi 
Rich.  Revd Brown suggested that the aim would be to organise just one event 
during the week this year.   
 
The Chair suggested that the Forum might also wish to organise an event with 
young people during this week. 
  

 5.4 Holocaust Memorial commemoration -Sunday 23 or 30 January 2011 (TBC)   
 
Rabbi Rich proposed and Anthony Freedman seconded that Revd Mandy Beck be 
appointed Chair of the Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group for a second year 
and this was AGREED. 
 
Membership of the Working Group would be similar to last year - it was hoped that 
Edith Jayne would join the Working Group again this year, together with 
representatives of the synagogues, and co-optees.  The working group’s plans 
would be coordinated with the organisers of the school seminars. 
 
Theo Harris, Chief Executive of Kingston Centre for Independent Living, indicated 
that she would be interested to join the Working Group.  The Chair suggested that 
the history of the persecution and killing of disabled people during the Holocaust 
could be reflected in the Kingston commemoration in 2011 – Veronica Attah had 
provided resources on this (following a visit to the Holocaust Centre).   
 
Revd Beck reported that there had been suggestions of organising a play or 
exhibition but, as the film showings in 2010 had not been well attended (though 
valued), it was felt that the Working Group this year would concentrate just on  
planning for the Sunday commemoration.  
 
5.5 10 February 2011 seminar 
 
There was detailed discussion on what the topic should be for the second seminar.   
The suggestion of inviting a speaker from the Quilliam Foundation ( a counter 
extremist think tank) was raised because Rashid Laher had made contact with 
Ghaffar Hussein of the Foundation.   
 
On the one hand, Forum members did not wish to reinforce a distorted impression 
of a relation between Islam and terrorism which might arise from media coverage of 
terrorist incidents internationally, nor to court controversy or cause any offence to 
local communities.  The message should be reinforced that the vast majority of 
British Muslims are peace-loving and make a major contribution to British society.   
 
On the other hand, it was suggested that the Forum should be realistic that the way 
Muslims relate to British culture is an issue being discussed in the public domain 
and there is extremism which is being addressed by public programmes such as the 
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Prevent and Protect agendas, in relation to which the Quilliam Foundation has 
taken on a specific role in interpreting relations between Islamic thinking and British 
and Western society. It was suggested that this role was also undertaken by 
academics such as those at the Mountfield Institute – who were respected and less 
controversial - and that, if a representative of the Foundation was invited, it should 
be on the understanding that the Forum would ask rigorous questions about the 
ethos of the Foundation, in relation to suspicions that were held in some 
communities about its role and relationship with the British government.  The 
comment was also made that, if the Forum wishes to address public perceptions 
about religion relating to controversial politics , this should apply to other 
controversies too (such as those relating to Palestine and Israel).   
 
Forum members requested that speakers from other faiths be invited so that the 
discussion would be in a wider context such as: 

• faith and politics in Society 

• what is Britishness for people of faith? 

• the role of faith in the British marketplace 

• ways in which faith communities contribute to British culture and society 
 
Revd Stan Brown recommended a speaker called Abdullah Saddiqui, Fleur 
Standring requested that KREC be involved if the topic would include the Prevent 
agenda, and Lally Malik requested that faith communities be invited to nominate 
their own speakers. 
 
It was AGREED that a working group would report back draft proposals to the 
Forum meeting in July and Rabbi Danny Rich agreed to convene a working group.  
The Forum would need to decide whether the second seminar would be open to the 
public. 
 

6. KINGSTON WORKSTART      Appendix E 
This item was deferred. 

 

INTERVAL: From 4.30-4.45pm there was a scheduled interval to provide an 
opportunity for members to socialise over refreshments. 

 
7. MEMBERS’ REPORTS BACK FROM PAST EVENTS   

 
 7.1 Holocaust memorial commemoration – 31 January 2010 Appendix F 
 
Revd Mandy Beck (as Chair of the 2009/10 Holocaust Memorial Day Working 
Group) reported back on this year’s commemorative event with reference to a report 
which included evaluative comments from working group members.  The Chair 
thanked Revd Beck, the working group and all who participated in the 
commemoration which Lally described as a wonderful event.   
  
The Forum discussed the importance of reflecting in the commemorative event a 
wide range of examples of genocide, human rights abuse and discrimination, 
involving all the faiths on the Forum in the event, and of sharing the lessons with 
young people.  Fleur Standring reminded the Forum that the synagogues’ seminars 
in secondary schools have been very effective in reaching out to hundreds of 
students each year. Rabbi Rich indicated that the HMD Trust resources could be 
relied upon to emphasise the wide remit and current relevance of Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 
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7.2 Multi faith panel visit to Canbury School – 19 March 2010  Appendix G 
 

Revd Stan Brown reported back (with reference to a report which included 
evaluative comments from panel members) on a successful panel visit to Canbury 
School.  The Chair thanked Stan for leading the panel and panel members for 
participating. 
 
Rabbi Rich offered to lead the next panel visit.  Southborough School had been 
suggested because of contacts made with Ms N Sadiq, the Assistant Headteacher, 
who was keen to work with KREC.  Fleur suggested Rabbi Rich checked with John 
Azah whether a panel visit would complement any plans KREC may have for a 
project with the school.  If so, Rabbi Rich will contact members via the elist to form a 
panel and there were expressions of interest also from Sheikh Abdesamad, Darius 
Baird, and Revd Jacky Bone recommended a young Muslim with whom she had 
worked. 
 
7.3 ‘Does Religion play a role in Politics?’ event - 25 February – no-one present had 
attended. 
 
 7.4 ‘What will you do to challenge the threat of fascism and improve 
community cohesion?’ (KREC)  -  28 April  
 Lally Malik reported back on this election hustings event which, though not well 
attended, had included interesting discussion on fascism and racism but which 
recognised that concerns about immigration may not be racist in motivation. 
 
7.5  Faiths Forum for London launch -15 March  - Rashid Laher had attended but 
was not present to report back 
 
7.6  SE England Faiths Forum Conference - 8 April  
Revd Bruce Stuart had attended this conference, as had Rashid Laher and Diana 
Mills of Ham Faithfull Friends, at which there was an interesting range of speakers.  
The Forum had successfully organised a rigorous elections process for the Forum 
officers .  
 
7.7 Equalities Forum meeting – 12 February 
Fleur Standring reported back on the February meeting at which Shane Brennan 
had reported on the intergenerational project at Mount and King Athelstan Primary 
Schools which is working well.  There was also an update on the combining of the 
RBK Equalities and Community Cohesion Schemes. 
 
7.8 Prevent Reference Group meetings – no-one present had attended. 
 
7.9 Peace Symposium 20 March – Baitul Futuh mosque 
Nazim Ghauri reported back on this very successful event which had been attended 
by the Police Borough Commander and MPs and over 500 guests, at which the 
Ahmadiyya rejection of terrorism had been affirmed.  Guests enjoyed the very 
generous hospitality of the local Ahmadiyya community. 
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8.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING Appendix H 
 
The Forum noted a report on matters arising from the last meeting, including 
information about a seminar on 27 June at Surbiton Hill Methodist Church which 
Revd Bruce Stuart is organising to discuss how religious education is delivered in a 
variety of faith communities.    

 

 

9. FAITHS ACT DECLARATION      Appendix I 
 
The Forum noted this declaration about which details can be found at 
www.tonyblairfaithfoundation.org/FaithsActDeclaration and also noted that Faiths Act Fellows 
had given a presentation at the Forum’s Inter Faith Week concert when a collection for 
the Malaria Bed Nets Appeal had been made.  The information was commended to 
individual faith communities to consider supporting.  

 
  
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
  

The Chair raised several items of other business: 
 
1) ‘Places of Worship’ booklet – the Forum were reminded that it was now the 

deadline for providing any final amendments to the proof, following the initial 
invitation to faith communities in February to send in any amendments by 12 
March. 

2) The Chair recommended an exhibition at the Science Museum on 
Discovering the Muslim Heritage which would be continuing until the end of 
June. 

3) An approach had been made to the current Hindu community representatives 
on the Forum to raise the issue of attendance in relation to meetings when 
votes would be taken. 

4) Anthony Freedman had expressed concern about an item from Kingston 
Peace Council on an Amnesty International campaign (the subject of which 
was controversial in relation to support for terrorism) which had been 
circulated within an IFF email.  Anthony asked that overtly political material 
not be sent out via the IFF elist. 

5) Forum members had attended a Kingston Police event on 14 April on Project 
Griffin and the Protect agenda (counter terrorism).  Information had been 
circulated on the Visible Programme for faith communities. There would be 
an Alif Aleph UK (British Muslims and British Jews) event at 6.30pm that 
evening in Regents Park Mosque telling the story of Moussa/Moses. 

 
12. INFORMATION SECTION       Appendix J 

 
12.1 The Forum noted information about events or resources including:  

 
1. All Saints Kingston Heritage Project  http://www.askingston.co.uk/  

http://www.marionblockley.co.uk/asksurvey.html 
2. IFN UK Bulletin 25/3/10 – extracts www.interfaithweek.org.uk  

www.cdf.org.uk/web/guest/faiths-in-action  www.visiblecommunities.org.uk/  
http://www.charity-
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commission.gov.uk/Charity_requirements_guidance/Specialist_guidance/Faith/f
aithgov.aspx 

3. ‘Face to Faith ’ video: global schools programme  
http://www.tonyblairfaithfoundation.org/FaceToFaithVideo 

4. Inter Faith Network UK AGM and national meeting 
5. ‘Agenda for later life’ 

http://www.ageconcern.org.uk/AgeConcern/Documents/AgendaforLaterLifeMa
rch2010.pdf 

6. Gold Standards Framework for caring for those nearing the end of their life  
http://www.goldstandardsframework.nhs.uk/ 

7. Transforming adult social care (RBK) 
8. Faith Leadership in government fund 
9. RBK Voluntary Sector Briefing for March 
10. From IFN UK Circular 07/10 (13/4/10): The Government’s Prevent 

Programme:   
11. Every Child Matters – improving the emotional health of children 

http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/01125-
2009DOM-EN.pdf 

12. Citizenship Survey Topic Reports e.g. Race, Religion and Equalities 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1417955.pdf 

13. Islam Awareness Week 2009: LB Waltham Forest (‘Cohesive And Resilient 
Communities’ Case Study) 

14. Dr Tahir Ul-Qadri 
15. Tackling extreme Islamist groups  
16. Prevent: Strength of Partnership Working (LB Of Waltham Forest) 
17. Local Innovation Awards Scheme  

http://www.localinnovation.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=17837149 
 

 
12.2  The Forum was asked to note that the Chair was moving to a new home 
address and members would be informed of his new contact details by email. 
 
12.3 The Chair informed the Forum that the clerking of the Forum would be 
passing from Jean Cousens to Ola Olaluwoye of the RBK Democratic Support 
team. The Forum thanked Jean for her work for the Forum and welcomed Ola to the 
new role. 
 

 
 
13. DATE FOR NEXT MEETING 

 
AGREED that the next Forum meeting will be held on  
 

Thursday 29 July 2010, 10.30am in the Guildhall, Kingston. 
 
 
 
 

The Chair and Revd Stan Brown reminded Forum members that they were warmly 
invited to the Kingston University Chaplaincy Lecture:   "Sikhism Today" to be 
delivered by Dr. Indarjit Singh (journalist and broadcaster) which would be starting 
shortly in a nearby room and for which refreshments would be provided.  
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KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM 

 
29 JULY 2010 

 
VICE CHAIR APPOINTMENT AND NOMINATION PROCESS 

 
 
3.1 APPOINTMENT OF LALLY MALIK AS VICE CHAIR 
 
The Forum is asked to confirm the appointment of Lally Malik which was proposed at the 
meeting on 4 May subject to confirmation at this meeting.  A vote was taken at that 
meeting which was overwhelmingly in favour of this proposal.  However it was made 
subject to no dissent being received by the time of this meeting, since Lally had been 
formally nominated as Chair (rather than as a Vice Chair) and this situation is not provided 
for in the Forum’s procedures.  No expressions of dissent to this proposal have been 
received (at the time of circulating the agenda)  in response to this proposal (which was 
notified to the Forum elist on 9 June). 
 
The Forum is RECOMMENDED to appoint Lally Malik as the third Vice Chair for the 
Forum. 
 
 
 
 
3.2 AMENDMENT TO WORKING ARRANGEMENTS: CHAIR/ VICE CHAIR 
NOMINATIONS  
 
Email notification was sent to Forum members on 9 June of the following proposed 
amendment to the Forum’s Working Arrangements. 
 
It is proposed to add to paragraph 5 of the Working Arrangements the text shown in bold 
below: 
 
5. Chair and Vice Chairs  – The Forum will appoint a Chair and up to three Vice Chairs 

who will have a clear local connection with the Borough.  At least one of the positions 
will be occupied by a Faith Leader.  The Chair and Vice Chairs will be appointed 
annually and may be reappointed for a maximum continuous period of five years.  In 
the ballot process, any nomination of a member as Chair of the Forum will be 
taken also as a nomination of the member for a Vice Chair position if the 
nominee is not elected as Chair. 
 

The Forum is RECOMMENDED to agree the above change to its working arrangements. 

APPENDIX BB1



 
 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING SEMINAR 
REPORT OF THE FORMER CLERK TO THE FORUM 

 
1. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 The Forum has agreed that a ‘sustainable living’ seminar will  be held on Thursday 

28 October 2010 from 6.30pm-8.30pm,  will be one of the formal commitments of 
the Forum, will be a joint event with Transition Town Kingston (www.ttkingston.org 
TTK)  and will be open to the public.   
 

1.2 The Forum also endorsed a proposed  structure for the seminar which included: 
i) welcoming refreshments, displays and  an inspirational film  
ii) a keynote speaker(s) – if possible from a faith community perspective 
iii) working group consideration of multi faith texts on creation, stewardship of 

natural resources etc  
iv) a plenary discussion 

 
1.3 Two speakers have been  invited: 

• Laurie Michaelis (of the Quakers, an article by whom is attached at ANNEX 1 
(previously attached to May emailed agenda) – confirmed 
http://www.moraleconomy.org/events_symposium.html 
http://thefriend.org/article/spirituality-the-forgotten-dimension/ 
 

• Muzammal Hussain (http://www.wisdominnature.org.uk) – provisionally 
accepted 

 
1.4 As the Forum does not have a working group planning this event, the clerk on 18 

June invited any Forum members who wish to be consulted on the plans as they 
develop to let her know so that they can be copied in on emails.  Currently, only the 
Forum Chair is being copied in on planning emails. 
 

1.5 The clerk also made a request by email on 18 June to the faith community 
representatives to provide inspirational texts for the working group discussions.   

. 

2. UPDATES / PROPOSALS 
 

2.1 Timing 
Although the Forum requested a 6.30pm start, this would not give very long for each 
speaker, so it is proposed that there is a staggered start time so that those arriving 
by 6.45pm could listen to one of the speakers, while those arriving by 6.15pm could 
listen to both. 
 

6.00-6.15 Tea coffee biscuits – displays – welcome – film playing in 
background 

6.15-6.45 Speaker - Muzammal Hussain 

6.45-7.15 Speaker  - Laurie Michaelis 

7.15-7.30 Refreshments & post it exercise of ideas – film playing – displays 
Alternatively, this could also be an opportunity for any Qs and As to 
Muzammal and Laurie. 

7.30-8.10 Working groups to discuss different texts on the theme of 
sustainable living/appreciation of ‘creation’ /nature   

8.10-8.30 Plenary discussion  
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2.2 Reserve speakers: As both main speakers are travelling from a distance (Laurie 

from the Lake District and Muzammal from Brighton), TTK  have also approached a 
number of other recommended speakers (for example Ian James, who was 
recommended by Revd Stan Brown as a previous University Chaplaincy lecturer on 
Climate Change, but who was unavailable to attend) who might be prepared to come 
forward as main speakers on the day if either of the two speakers are not able to 
attend on the day.  Dr Nor Aziz of the Kingston University Sustainability Hub  
http://www.kingston.ac.uk/sustainability/aboutus_people.html  has very kindly agreed 
to be a reserve for Muzammal.   In order to maximise the benefit of Dr Aziz’s 
attendance and expertise, Dr Aziz has also been requested to be a discussion group 
facilitator.  Another reserve speaker has recently pulled out so we are currently 
seeking a reserve speaker for Laurie. 

 
2.3 Discussion Groups: The number of discussion groups will depend on the number 

of attendees but it is proposed to plan on the basis of approx 65 attendees and six 
or seven working groups (and setting a maximum capacity of 100 attendees).   
 

2.4  Group Discussion topic:  The Forum is invited to contribute ideas as to the format 
for the group discussion.  Some suggestions are: 
 
i) go round the group and each person indicate which is their favourite text and 

why.  The group then identify the group’s favourite and comment on what 
kinds of change of behaviour it could inspire  OR 

ii)  go round the group and each person to indicate particular actions that we 
can do or support which are felt to be most helpful to protect a) our local 
environment and b) our global environment? the group to try to find a 
matching quotation for each action OR 

iii) go round the group and each person indicate one thing they find good about 
a simple life style, and one thing they find  challenging / difficult when trying 
to live a simple lifestyle (with a group rule that all honest contributions are to 
be accepted without value judgement)  - and then which text most inspires us 
to keep taking on each of the challenges. 

 
2.5 Style of working: The Forum is requested to make a decision on the style of 

working (whether in fixed working groups or more fluid world café style) for the 40 
minute time-slot allocated.  The choices are: 
 
a) fixed working group – each looks at texts from one faith 
b) fixed working group – each look at any/all of the texts provided  
c) a combination of a) and b) – some working groups looking at texts from one 

faith, others looking at a selection of texts. 
d) world café style – attendees move at will between discussions on the different 

tables – each table has a specialist from each faith (where possible) 
e) facilitators move from group to group – groups remain where they are but 

facilitators move round so that each group has a chance to discuss with different 
facilitators. 

The advantage of fixed working groups is that they provide more opportunity for 
people to get to know each other, hopefully gaining sufficient trust to explore issues 
at more depth and sensitivity.  The advantage of the world café style is that it allows 
individual free choice and more spontaneous one-to-one discussions, but it could be 
difficult to manage for larger numbers in a confined space.  The advantage of 
facilitators moving between groups is that groups remain together but are 
encouraged to look at a range of different perspectives – but probably not at the 
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same depth as with one facilitator, and it may interrupt discussions when they have 
reached an interesting point. 
 

2.6 Facilitators:  In order to provide a range of perspectives among the facilitators, the 
following have been asked to be group facilitators: 
 
-From the Forum: 

1) Revd Bruce Stuart 
2) Rabbi Michael Rosenfeld  

-From the speakers/reserves: 
3) Dr Nor Aziz 
4) Laurie or Muzammal or other reserve speaker 

-From TTK: 
5) provisionally Martin Birley  

 
2.7 Baha’i, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh and neo Pagan faith community representatives are 

invited to suggest facilitators for the group discussion on their faith’s texts (contact 
details for such facilitators would need to be provided by mid August). 
 

2.8 For any faiths for which no faith-specialist facilitator is able to attend, those faiths 
may be discussed in groups with a general facilitator. The Forum is invited to 
recommend any general facilitators. A facilitator should be someone who will 
encourage each person in the group to speak and be able to guide 
discussions on the particular texts. Should it be feasible and depending on 
the number of facilitators recommended, an approach will also be made to the 
SWL Humanists to provide a facilitator for a discussion group looking at 
humanist texts. 
 

2.9 Texts:  Faith community representatives have been requested to provide texts to 
Jean Cousens by Monday 9 August in order that the working group resource 
packs can be completed over the August period.  In some cases ecological 
guidance has been extracted from faith websites and sent to Forum members to 
add to if they wish 
• Baha’i: texts received from Dianne and Rosita  

• Buddhist: texts from http://www.ecobuddhism.org/index.php being checked with the Venerable 

Phrakru Samu Lom –  

• Christian: resources will be provided from Alliance for Religions and Conservation, Tear Fund 

Jubilee materials and A Rocha website – to be sent to Christian reps on the Forum 

• Hindu: texts from http://www.arcworld.org/faiths.asp?pageID=77 (Alliance of Religions and 

Conservation) being checked with Mike and Raju  

• Islamic:  texts from  http://www.arcworld.org/faiths.asp?pageID=6 being checked with 

Kingston Mosque and Nazim & Lally 

• Jewish: Rabbi Rosenfeld providing texts 

• Sikh: texts from www.sikh-environment-network.blogspot.com  and  www.sarbat-da-

bhalla.blogspot.com  being checked with Charanjit and Amarjit  

• Pagan:  a collation of texts being checked with Katherine  

 

2.10  RBK:  As the content of the seminar is very closely related to the work of the RBK 
Climate Change and Sustainability team who are working on encouraging 
sustainable lifestyles in the borough, there have been discussions with Leslie Hunt 
and Carlos Queremel on the involvement of that team in this event.  They have very 
kindly offered to: fund the travelling/subsistence expenses of the speakers; provide 
displays and resources on sustainable living for the seminar; help with the 
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practicalities of welcoming visitors to the event in the Council Chamber;   assist with 
publicity.   The Chair has asked that these officers are invited to join the discussion 
groups as they will bring the expertise and knowledge of their specialism to the 
discussions.  

 
2.11 Invitation method:  For seminars it is preferable for organisers to know numbers of 

attendees in advance, in particular for catering purposes and in order to provide 
seminar packs.   Therefore, although a public event, it is proposed that places 
be booked in advance.   Forum and TTK members can book from this point on.  
For members of the public, there will be an invitation put on the RBK website from 
mid-September.  It is proposed that there is a maximum attendance of 100 people, 
as working groups will be difficult to manage above this number.   Forum members 
are particularly asked to notice that they should confirm by the deadline if they are 
going to attend as there have been occasions in the past of people arriving at 
seminars without having booked a place, which makes organisation difficult and can 
cause for embarrassment .  There will therefore be a deadline of 11 October by 
which attendance should be booked.  Depending on the Forum’s choice of style of 
working group, for options (a) or (c) attendees will be asked to book onto their 
working group in advance, so that we can gauge if we have too many in number for 
specific groups. 

 
2.12 Seminar host: The Leader of the Council, Councillor Derek Osbourne, who also 

holds RBK Executive responsibility for Environment and Climate Change, has very 
kindly agreed to host the occasion, and, should Councillor Osbourne be called away 
on official business, Revd Stan Brown (Ecumenical Chaplain at Kingston University) 
has very kindly agreed to be the reserve MC.  The role of the host /MC will be to 
welcome everyone & the speakers, field any questions for the speakers, explain the 
programme and chair the plenary session at the end. 

 
2.12 Seminar packs: It is hoped that the packs will include guidance from each faith’s 

texts about the environment (a DRAFT pack will be enclosed as a separate 
ANNEX), as well as some general information on the topic.  Although it would 
probably be interesting for seminar attendees to have copies of all the texts from the 
different faiths, the question may be raised about the sustainability of copying 
multipage packs for upto 100 attendees.  It could be that attendees could be given 
the option of not being sent a hard copy pack but to be able to view the collated 
resources on line on the Kingston Inter Faith Forum website from a few weeks 
before the event. 

 
2.13 Exhibition displays:  There will be opportunity during the event for members of the 

public to look at various displays on environmental themes.  In addition to the RBK 
display, there will also be displays from Transition Town Kingston and the Kingston 
University Sustainability Hub team.  Any Forum members who would like to display 
material from their faith or organisation on the theme of the environment are 
requested to let the clerk know in August so we can plan space in the Council 
Chamber. 

 
2.15 Films: The choice of films to be shown has not been finalised yet but options 

include: 
 

The start of ‘In Transition’ about the Transition Town movement (inter)nationally:  
http://vimeo.com/8029815 
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a film about Transition Town Kingston 
http://ttkingston.org/ 

 
 Wake Up, Freak Out, then Get a Grip: 
http://wakeupfreakout.org/film/tipping.html 
 
Richard Heinberg on Peak Oil (maybe a bit dark):  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?gl=GB&hl=en-GB&v=DHXdS9XYVs8 

 
 Greenpeace film ‘What are we waiting for?’ (focuses on the issue of combined heat 

and power) 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=klooRS-Jjyo or 
 http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=2505630803751908639# 
 
 
3. CONCLUSION 

 
The Kingston Inter Faith Forum has gained a reputation for involvement in 
innovative and interesting activities, and this seminar will be another challenging 
activity in that it will bring together two very different groups:  the Forum and 
Transition Town Kingston.  Each group has its own areas of knowledge, skills and 
experience and there will be a range of very different beliefs held by those who 
attend.  It is hoped that this will be an interesting occasion, both inspiring and 
enjoyable, for people to: 
a) meet and get to know each other in a friendly setting 
b) discuss issues of fundamental importance in a fairly relaxed group format 
c) raise awareness of ideas and suggestions for action which could promote 

sustainable lifestyles. 
 
 
 
The Forum is RECOMMENDED to: 
 

1) choose which of the styles of working in paragraph 2.5 it wishes for this event 
 

2) choose one of the topics for the group discussion in paragraph 2.4 [ i) ii) or iii) or 
a combination of these ] or suggest another  
 

3) identify any recommended facilitators (with contact details), for the faith groups 
listed in para 2.7 or general facilitators (ref para 2.8). 
 

4) agree that any (additions to) faith texts should be submitted by 9 August  for 
there to be a discussion group on that faith. 
 

5) endorse the other arrangements set out in the report or suggest any specific 
changes. 
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INTER FAITH WEEK  - 21-27 NOVEMBER  2010 
 
Notes from Meeting of the Working Group held on 5/7/2010 
Present: Andrea Campanale, Katherine Young, Danny Rich, Lally Malik, Stan Brown,  
Apologies: Charanjit Makan 
 
 
“Pulpit Exchange” : Last year’s exchange of speakers between Synagogue/Mosque/Church had 
been well received and other groups would like to join in.  This will be repeated with opportunity for 
more communities to take part this year. 
Action:  DR to contact communities re. exchange of speakers 
 
 
Speaker Event: SB had already invited Michael Ipgrave to give a University Chaplaincy lecture on 
inter faith relations.  This can be scheduled for Monday 22nd November as part of the Inter Faith 
Week.  Dr. Ipgrave has written a number of books on inter faith relations. 
Action: speaker event confirmed for evening of Mon. 22nd Nov. SB to make arrangements 
 
 
Reaching a Wider Public: Last year’s events have mainly reached an audience within the faith 
communities.  In order to reach a wider public we should have one event in a more public place.  A 
stall, or series of tables with artefacts, information and food from various communities to be 
arranged at either the Bental Centre or Eden Walk on Thurs. 25th Nov. (late night shopping day). 
Action: AC to contact Bental Centre and Town Centre Management about permission 
 
Sikh Event: It would be good to show case one particular faith each year – last year an event was 
arranged to introduce the pagan tradition, this year we suggested invited the Sikh Community to 
arrange an event for the wider community.  N.B. Sun. 21st Nov. is the Birthday of Guru Nanak and 
a very important festival. 
Action: SB to contact CM re. Involvement of Gurdwara 
 
Student Focussed Event: SB reported that students are unlikely to attend events organised by 
the local community and anything aimed at students had to be organised within the Uni and with 
them in mind.  He can do little about this until students return in late Sept. 
 
Action Following the Meeting: CM (who had sent apologies) spoke with SB and confirmed that 
the Sikh community would like to offer and event with hospitality at the Gurdwara – it might be 
possible for this to be the langar following celebrations of Guru Nanak on Sunday 21st. 
CM would also like to see an event with a panel of speakers from several faiths.  KIFF has 
previously organised events of this kind which have drawn good audiences, and this should be 
considered in our arrangements. 
 
Publicity/Leaflet:  A KIFF banner and publicity leaflet would be needed for the stall – this should 
be considered anyway. 
Action: SB to report this to Chair and clerk as a future agenda item 
 
Next Meeting: 
This report to be presented at KIFF meeting 29th July. 
Working Group to meet again 3rd or 4th August to follow up 
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PROPOSALS FOR SEMINAR IN FEBRUARY 2011 
 

REPORT BY THE CLERK IN CONSULTATION WITH RABBI DANNY RICH AND COLLEAGUES 
 

1. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 At the meeting of the Forum on 4 May there was detailed discussion on what the 

topic should be for the second seminar in February 2011.   
 
1.2 The suggestion of inviting a speaker from the Quilliam Foundation ( a counter 

extremist think tank) was raised because Rashid Laher had made contact with 
Ghaffar Hussein of the Foundation.  On the one hand, Forum members did not wish 
to reinforce a distorted impression of a relation between Islam and terrorism which 
might arise from media coverage of terrorist incidents internationally, nor to court 
controversy or cause any offence to local communities.  The message should be 
reinforced that the vast majority of British Muslims are peace-loving and make a 
major contribution to British society.   

 
1.3 On the other hand, it was suggested that the Forum should be realistic that the way 

Muslims relate to British culture is an issue being discussed in the public domain 
and there is extremism which is being addressed by public programmes such as the 
Prevent and Protect agendas, in relation to which the Quilliam Foundation has 
taken on a specific role in interpreting relations between Islamic thinking and British 
and Western society. It was suggested that this role was also undertaken by 
academics such as those at the Mountfield Institute – who were respected and less 
controversial - and that, if a representative of the Foundation was invited, it should 
be on the understanding that the Forum would ask rigorous questions about the 
ethos of the Foundation, in relation to suspicions that were held in some 
communities about its role and relationship with the British government 

 
1.4 The Forum agreed at its last meeting to receive a report on proposals for the 

second  seminar which would be along the lines of: 

• faith and politics in Society 

• what is Britishness for people of faith? 

• the role of faith in the British marketplace 

• ways in which faith communities contribute to British culture and society 
 
2. PROPOSALS 
 
2.1 As agreed at the meeting, Rabbi Danny Rich has consulted with colleagues and put 

together some proposals as follows: 
 
DATE, TIME AND VENUE 
 
2.2 The Forum has agreed that the seminar will be held on Thursday 10 February 2011  

in the afternoon, and the Guildhall Council Chamber has been booked for this.   
 
2.3 Following the timings of its business meetings, the seminar could be from 3.30pm- 

6pm. 
 
PUBLIC OR NOT? 
 
2.4 The Forum will be organising a public seminar in October on Faith and the 

Environment, which will make considerable demands both on administration and on 
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the very small Forum budget.  It is therefore proposed that the February seminar is 
not publicly advertised but that anyone on the IFF elist is invited (which includes 
those who have expressed interest in being informed of local interfaith events) and 
any guests whom members of the IFF would like to invite (members to notify the 
organisers at least 2 weeks before the event with how many guests they are 
bringing). 

 
 
POSSIBLE STRUCTURE FOR THE SEMINAR 
 
2.5 A possible structure for the seminar, following the format of the October seminar, 

would be: 

• welcoming refreshments  

• possible a short video to stimulate the discussion  

• 2 or 3 keynote speakers – any nominations for speakers to be received from IFF 
members by 1st October 2010 (together with current contact details), after which if 
none are received, suggestions will be drawn up by Rabbi Rich in consultation with 
the Chair and other Vice Chairs for proposing to the Forum meeting on 22 
November 

• working groups to consider questions such as  
1) what are the things about British life and culture which make me feel ‘at home’ 

here? 
2) what are the things about British life and culture which I feel could be improved 

by stronger faith or ethical adherence? 
3) what are the qualities of Western society I most value and what are the qualities 

I believe other cultures could bring to Western society (or have already 
brought)?  

• a plenary discussion 
 

2.6 The questions reflect the perspective that people of any faith often don’t feel at 
home in their own country, because like the prophets of Israel or the social 
reformers in English history or the Roman philosopher orators during the decline of 
its Empire, they see with sadness, but with a love for their country, the weaknesses 
of their own people.  They yearn for ‘a better country’.   Participants will be 
encouraged to explore and express the dual role that religion can and has had in a 
number of countries and cultures over the centuries.  On the one hand, the content 
of religious teaching (‘scriptures’) has often provided ways to encourage followers to 
be ‘good citizens’ of the country in which they live.  On the other hand, other 
aspects of the content of religious teaching have had a progressive, if disruptive, 
influence in altering attitudes and practice within a country, e.g. the abolition of 
slavery. 

 
 
 

3. RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Forum is RECOMMENDED to endorse or amend the proposals above. 
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KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM - 29 JULY 2010 

 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE FORUM 

 
1. KINGSTON LOCAL INVOLVEMENT NETWORK 

 
A. The role of Kingston LINk and how it is organised 

 
a. The RBK Council website link explains the role of Kingston LINk at:-

 www.kingston.gov.uk/browse/health/local_involvement_networks.htm, with its own 
website at  www.kingstonslink.org.uk 
 
A Local Involvement Network (LINk) is a broad network made up of individuals and 
organisations from the community and voluntary sectors within the Borough.  The 
LINk will enable local people to influence local care services, from planning right 
through to service delivery.  Membership of the LINk will be open to all local user 
groups, voluntary and community organisations and residents with an interest in 
health and social care.  The LINk will be independent of the local authority and the 
NHS.  It will be run by local people and will decide its own agenda.   

 
The job of a LINk is to: 
• give everyone the chance to say what they think about their local health and 

social care services – what is working well and what is not so good  
• give people the chance to check how those services are planned and run  
• provide feedback on what people have said about services, so that things can 

change for the better 
 
 

b. Kingston LINk is a membership organisation. Anyone who lives or works in 
Kingston is eligible to join, as is anyone with an interest in Kingston's health and 
social care services.  Members nominate and elect a Steering Group, which is 
responsible for LINk activities in the Borough. In addition to individuals, members of 
the local community/public, organisations are also eligible to join LINk. 
 

c. Kingston LINk Steering Group meets regularly, its structure comprises a Chair, Vice 
Chair and elected volunteers who hold discrete portfolios responsible for projects 
requiring overview and scrutiny of local health care and social services provided for 
people living in the Royal Borough of Kingston. 

  
 

B. Why Kingston LINk would like to join Kingston Inter Faith Forum 
 
Kingston LINk has had an historical “link” into/on local faith, community, police and 
security matters by default through several members of the current  LINk (and its 
predecessors, the Patient and Public Involvement In Health Forums). This has proved 
invaluable as the subjects covered gave a joint approach to the health and welfare of 
the local population. 
 

C. Nomination of Rashid Laher as Kingston LINk representative 
 
Kingston's LINk Steering Group met on 7 July 2010 and formally agreed to apply to 
join the Kingston Inter Faith Forum and to nominate Rashid Laher to represent the 
LINk as Rashid is the LINk’s Lead on Cultural and Spiritual Needs of Service Users. 
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D. Contact Details for Kingston LINk 
 
Kingston's Local Involvement Network 
Siddeley House 
50 Canbury Park Road 
Kingston upon Thames 
KT2 6LX 
Website: www.kingstonslink.org.uk  
Email: enquiries@kingstonslink.org.uk  
Phone: 020 8974 6629 
 
 

2. SHIA ISLAMIC CENTRE 
 

A. How the community it is organised 
There is an elected Executive Management Committee of Idara-e-Jaaferiya lead by 
the President. People attending the community centre can choose to be members of 
the Shia Islamic Community if they wish to vote or stand for a position. Ali Jaffri is one 
such member 
 

B. Contact details 
 
i) for the Shia Islmaic Centre for Tooting 
Idara-e-Jaaferiya 
Shia Islamic Mosque and Community Centre 
18 Church Lane 
Tooting 
London SW17 9PP 
info@idara-e-jaaferiya.org.uk 
www.idara-e-jaaferiya.org.uk 

 
ii) for Mr Ali Jaffri (Management Committee Idara-e-Jaaferiya) 
of Ellingham Road, Chessington 
 

C. Roughly how many members live in this borough - 100 
 

D. Some form of confirmation that the community has formally nominated you to 
be its representative (and whether there will be a second representative) 
Letter from the President of the Idara-e-Jaaferiya Executive Committee attached as 
Annex 1. 
 
Second representative would be: 
 
Maulana Syed Hassan Abbas Rizvi (Resident Scholar) 
of Church Lane Tooting 
 

E. Why the Community would like to join the Kingston Inter Faith Forum 
We would like to represent the Shia Islamic faith among the diverse range of faiths that 
are already part of the Kingston Interfaith Forum; to act as a voice for the Shia Muslim 
residents of the borough in situations where an opinion is required. 
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This Inter Faith Forum can be a place where people can get in touch with other Shia 
Muslims in the borough via us and find out more information on what services are 
available to them. 
 

 
3. PROCESS 
 
The Forum’s Working Arrangements concerning membership applications are as 
follows: 
 

Membership 
 

1. Faith Groups - As a general principle each faith group represented in the Borough is 
able to nominate two people to attend the Forum as Full Members.  Ideally one 
would be the religious leader of the group and the other a lay person but it is for 
individual groups or communities to decide who will best represent them. 

 

2. Other Local Groups or Organisations who can usefully contribute to the work of 
the Forum may also send representation to the Forum.  Examples of such 
organisations include; Kingston Racial Equality Council, the Standing Advisory 
Council for Religious Education, Kingston Police, Kingston University, Kingston 
College, Kingston Voluntary Action and Hospital Chaplains. 

 

3. Category of membership – It is for the Forum to decide to which category a 
particular group or organisation belongs.  Faith Groups are listed at Appendix A and 
other Local Groups or Organisations in Appendix B. 

 

4. Applications for membership must be made in writing and a representative of the 
applicant may address the Forum when the membership application is being 
considered.  The representative may be asked to withdraw from the meeting whilst 
the decision is being taken. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Forum is RECOMMENDED to consider the applications for membership and 
nominations of potential members as follows: 
 

(1)  Kingston LINk – nominee: Rashid Ali Laher 
(local organisation membership – non voting) 
 

(2) local Shia Muslim community – nominees: Mr Ali Jaffri and  
Mr Maulana Syed Hassan Abbas Rizvi 
(faith community membership – voting) 
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KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM 

 
29 JULY 2010 

 
KINGSTON WORKSTART 

 
 

• Who are we? 
 
We are an employment support service for people living in the Royal Borough of Kingston. 
As part of the Department of Health’s IAPT (Improving Access to Psychological Therapy), 
we have a commitment to supporting people with employment issues. We help people who 
are already in employment but finding it difficult to continue due to stress or anxiety as well 
as people out of employment struggling to get back into the workforce.  
 

• How can we help? 
 
Employment is an integral part of life for most. 
 
A number of people experience stress or anxiety in their lives at some point that often 
impacts on people’s work.  
 
We provide an impartial, voluntary and confidential approach to finding solutions that help 
secure suitable employment or prevent people suffering from stress leaving their existing 
jobs - when they are both able and motivated to work.  
 
We practise cultural competence, taking into account individuals’ values, religious beliefs, 

gender, sexual orientation, disability, ethnic background and age. We believe that early 

intervention to prevent the individual from falling out of employment is critical. Most of this 

work is carried out with the individual and the employer is unaware of our intervention. 

 

• Where are we? 
 
We are based at the Sherwood Centre, Warren Road, Kingston KT2 7HY 

 
 
For further information on our service and how we may be able to help, please contact 
Afsheen Nasir on 0208 547 6167.  
 

APPENDIX GG1



 
KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM – 29 JULY 2010 

 
REPORT BACK ON THE FAITH AND CARE EVENT ON 24 JUNE 2010 (‘COMMUNITY 

CHAPLAINCY’) by the former clerk of the Forum 
Background 
 
At its last meeting in May the Forum endorsed proposals for a lunchtime event for careworkers to 
consider the issues raised in Rashid Laher’s paper on community chaplaincy (considered at the 
Forum meeting on 28 January meeting), following discussions between Rashid and Simon Pearce 
(RBK Head of Community Care).  Care workers who support people in a range of circumstances 
including long term conditions, end of life care, mental health needs, and crisis, often find 
themselves in situations where people raise fundamental questions about humanity, life, death, 
faith and spirituality.  The event was to provide an opportunity for careworkers to share 
experiences with each other, and with faith and humanist representatives, to explore the kinds of 
ways we can respond in a respectful and appropriate way which may help to give strength, comfort 
and a sense of wellbeing.  The Forum in May also noted information about different models for 
community chaplaincy from information provided by Revd Stan Brown and Revd Jacky Bone. 
 
Attendees 
 
The event was held on 24 June at lunchtime (with buffet lunch provided) in the Christ Church 
Centre, New Malden, and was hosted by Simon Pearce RBK Head of Community Care Services 
with 25 attendees including: 
 
- care workers and officers from:  

• Murray House and Heathlodge(residential homes for the elderly) 

• Hobkirk House 

• the Crescent Resource Centre (for those with learning disabilities),  

• Squirrels Care 

• RBK Community Services based at Hollyfield House 

• SW London & St George’s Mental Health Trust, Tolworth Hospital 

• New Malden Fire Service 

• the Kingston Primary Care Trust - Community Matron 

• Kingston Hospital 

• Kingston Access Service for Mental Health 

• Kingston Voluntary Action 

• NHS Kingston Palliative Care 

• RBK Home Care service,  
- and Forum members/faith community representatives: 

• Rashid Laher 

• Rabbi Charley Baginsky 

• Revd Mandy Beck 

• Nazim Ghauri 

• Regula Hug  

• Mohan Singh Karwel. 
Rosemary Taylorson, an accredited Humanist celebrant, also attended. 

 

Format of event 
 
The event opened with words of welcome setting the scene from Simon Pearce and Rashid Laher. 
Then there were brief presentations from three officers working  with front line caring services who 
described with sensitivity and depth a range of situations and problems which can arise 

- from the SW London & St George’s Mental Health Trust:  

• Julian Providence who works in services for older people with mental health needs 

• Jeremy Wyllie who works in services for younger people with mental health needs 
- from RBK’s Older People’s Review Team - Sam Kelly. 

Attendees then discussed in working groups what kind of support is needed and what could be 
done, and these were reported back during a plenary session.   
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Points made during the discussions 
 
Some of the suggestions which were made were: 
 

i. there is a shortage of information about what support is appropriate – sources of advice 
and support would be useful.  Staff have concerns about the risk of being seen to be 
promoting their own religion. If a care worker does not themselves have a faith, does that  
prevent them addressing these needs? 

ii. the importance of asking if you don’t know what the person’s faith needs are.  Not feeling 
that you should know – can’t be expected to be an expert in the requirements of each faith 

iii. a resource booklet could be provided about palliative care, what to do? who to contact? 
what are the expectations? what spiritual and care support is available? contact numbers 
for different faith groups. (The Forum’s ‘Places of Worship’ booklet was distributed during 
the event.  There is already useful guidance in the NHS Blue Book. 

iv. a website is being developing called Kingston Eye to bring together this information in a 
web-based resource – this could bring together advice from a range of agencies such as 
Kingston Voluntary Action and Age Concern. 

v. there could be a Project Worker in this area 
vi. there should be an expectation that accurate information is recorded in individual’s care 

plans on a) their beliefs (including non-religious belief) and b)  end of life wishes. 
vii. RBK care homes should try to arrange escorts for residents to places of worship 
viii. provision of transport to places of worship can be a problem – could the transport resources 

which are not being used at week-ends (such as the minibuses at the Crescent Resource 
Centre) be used if volunteer drivers could be trained and organised? 

ix. if elderly people or people with mental health problems such as dementia are taken to join 
in faith community worship, will there be the understanding of and support for their needs 
during the service e.g. because of sight loss or hearing loss, they may not be able to follow 
the service 

x. importance of understanding the limitation on resources – there are not necessarily enough 
people in faith communities to undertake all the caring needs there are, and there are 
practical difficulties in mobilising faith community members to visit peoples’ homes and 
practical requirements such as CRB checking 

xi. community chaplaincy could be a way to respond in the difficult times ahead when many 
will be in spiritual crisis as it could provide listening support – this would need to be generic 
i.e. for all denominations and faiths and for those with none. It would need to take a holistic 
approach to peoples’ cultural needs and beliefs. 
 

Taking forward the discussions 
 
A number of attendees (Bea Ainsworth, Linda Hill, Kate Okonkwo, Maria Tunmer, and Jeremy 
Wyllie) volunteered to meet with Simon Pearce to discuss the suggestions and to report back to 
the Forum.  As Simon is on leave at the time of the July Forum meeting, he has scheduled to 
attend the 22 November meeting of the Forum to report back. 
 

Evaluation 
 
As a training and development event for front line workers, this provided an occasion for sharing 
ideas about a subject which is not often discussed in this way. Representatives from a very wide 
range of different care services attended, providing an opportunity for care workers to listen to 
different perspectives on this subject.  The event was sufficiently relaxed and intimate for the 
discussion in the mixed groups to allow a range of different ideas and approaches to be expressed.  
Careworkers seemed to be comfortable in sharing ideas with faith community and humanist 
representatives in each working group, and vice versa.  While a number of practical suggestions 
have arisen, there is a clear understanding of the resource constraints (both in public sector 
services and for volunteers) which make this a challenging, but worthwhile, area to progress.  
 
The Forum is RECOMMENDED to comment on the issues raised in the report. 
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REPORT BACK ON THE IFN UK NATIONAL MEETING – 8 July 2010  
(by Revd Bruce Stuart) 
 
On 8 July Lally Malik and I attended the National Meeting of the Inter Faith Network 
for the United Kingdom, held at the Glaziers Hall, near London Bridge (neither of us 
were able to stay on for the AGM which followed). 
 
Speakers included (not the full list) Dr Harriet Crabtree, Director, Inter Faith Network, 
Kashmir Singh Rajput, Chair, Bradford District Faiths Forum, Andrew Stunnell OBE, 
Liberal Democrat MP for Stockport, and Parliamentary Under Secretary of State in 
the Department for Communities and Local Government, Moulana M Shahid Raza 
OBE, Chair of the Mosques and Imams National Advisory Board (MINAB). 
 
Andrew Stunnell, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State hinted that shortly the IFN 
would be hearing an encouraging message regarding future funding. 
 
Moulana M Shahid Raza referred to the ongoing need, within each faith tradition, to 
explain and justify inter-faith conversation and shared work. 
 
Delegates had the option of attending one of 7 workshops. 
There were, it seemed to me, over 100 people attending, and, in conversations 
between sessions and over lunch it was clear that people had come from various 
parts of England, Wales and Scotland. 
 
Lively and effective events seem especially to have taken place in Bradford, 
Newcastle, Coventry, Kirklees, Glasgow, and perhaps unexpectedly, rural Scotland. 
 
One can presume that if people were motivated to attend the meeting, they were 
likely to be from inter-faith forums that are fairly active, and this impression was 
reinforced by presentations either in the plenary sessions or in the workshops. 
 
From presentations and from conversations it was clear that many had had 
experiences of local people attending an inter-faith event and having their eyes 
opened – both recognising the inaccuracy of previously formed stereotypical 
impressions and prejudices. 
 
In the workshop I attended there were some impressive examples, both immediate 
and longer term, of successful interventions in potentially confrontational situations, 
e.g. in Luton within the past year a turn out to honour troops returning from 
Afghanistan, and a noisy, provocative protest by an extremist Muslim organisation, 
and, in Glasgow, successful networking amongst faith leaders immediately following 
the car bomb attack on Glasgow airport’s departure building. 
 
I learned of: 
Diversity; The Game of Inter-Faith & Multi-Cultural Life.  Diversity comes in a flat 
pack with an A3 sized playing board.  It is a non-competitive board game which 
enables its players to learn basic information about the faiths now being practised in 
this country.  The game invites each of its players to assume the identity of someone 
from a different faith section of society and to experience how that person might feel 
in daily dealings with fellow members of an ill-informed world.  The game costs 
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£30.00 plus £5.00 for postage and packing.  A 3ft by 3ft playing mat has been 
developed for use when the game is used; it rolls up and comes in a cardboard 
carrying tube, available At £27.50 plus £5.00 postage and packing.   
Available from:  The East of England Faiths Agency C.I.C., The Long Street Building, 
c/9 University Campus Suffolk, Waterfront Building, 19 Neptune Quay, Ipswich.  I:4 
1QJ or Phone 01379 678615 or 
The Festival Shop Ltd., 56 Poplar Rd., Birmingham, B14 7AG. 
  
I personally was struck by one anecdote, over lunch, from a Sikh representative in 
Bradford.  Their inter-faith forum comprises Hindus, Jews, Christians, Muslims and 
Sikhs.  It was learned that both a synagogue and a church were in danger of being 
closed down, presumably because of low numbers.  In response, representatives of 
the other faith communities made representations on the one hand to Jewish 
authorities and on the other hand to Christian authorities (I do not know which 
denomination the church was).  They argued that by their meeting and praying they 
were contributing to the spiritual health of the city;  moreover the buildings were part 
of the heritage of the city.  Not content with making representations they all also 
engaged in fund raising activities.  As a consequence both the synagogue and the 
church have remained open. 
 
A personal observation.  I was pleased when I learned I had my first choice of 
workshop, which was about “developing a lively and relevant programme”. 
I thought it would be an opportunity for all present to say something about stimulating 
events we each had managed to put on within the past couple of years. 
 
As the session developed it was clear that there would be three presentations all 
relating to dealing with ‘flash points’ within the past few years.  The experience in 
Luton, referred to above was one example.  Discussion then revolved around 
reactions to such incidents.  For most of the time I felt cheated of what I had 
expected.  These incidents, I said to myself, however unfortunate, are rare, and 
local. 
 
On reflection, though, I realised that I have kind of been kidding myself that inter-faith 
work is principally about discovering effective ways for people of a range of faiths to 
meet and learn from each other and build up trusting friendships. 
 
The session made me remember what is obvious – that much inter-faith work has, of 
course, come about, one way or another, in response to deplorable events which the 
world has witnessed at least since ‘9/11’.  
 
In all local areas, perhaps mainly from people who are very poorly informed there 
continues to be the potential for confrontational incidents.  We will continue to need 
to be prepared, mainly through vibrant friendships and good, swift communication, to 
respond in order to defuse community tensions. 
 
 
Peace, 
   Revd Bruce Stuart, 9 July, 2010 
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KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM – 29 JULY 2010 

 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 28 JANUARY 

 
REPORT OF THE CLERK OF THE FORUM 

 
1. ref Note 4 Publicity Secretary Edith thanks the Forum for its suggestion but has indicated 

that she is not taking on any new commitments at this time . 
 

2. ref Note 4.3 Panel visit to Southborough School 
Rabbi Danny Rich is in the process of progressing this visit in consultation with John Azah and 
Southborough School. 

 
3. ref Note 4.3 Environmental Event with young people 
 

The kind of event that is envisaged is an activity on a Saturday or Sunday or during the school 
holidays when young people from all the different faith communities could meet outdoors and 
get to know each other while working on a joint nature conservation activity such as tree 
planting or river clearing.  In order to see if any such activities were already being organised 
for young people,  the following have been contacted: 

• RBK officers (in 2 different teams – Green Spaces  and Sustainability),  

• the British Conservation Trust in Richmond  

• Quadron our green spaces contractors 

• Kingston University sustainability officer (who was supportive and mentioned a 
woodland task which would be a possibility but queried the age group. Given the 
health and safety concerns, it is likely that the young people from the faith 
communities would be too young to join a University event unless special supervision 
arrangements were made for them, but Forum members are welcome to indicate if 
they do have young people in an older age group e.g. 16+ who might like to join such 
a University task) 

• RBK Youth Services 
So far no suggestions have been received in response as to how such an event could be 
organised.  Therefore one proposal for progressing this might be for it to be raised as a 
specific challenge at the 28 October Faith and Environment seminar to see if the combined 
resources of all those present can be used to identify how this event could be organised. 
 

4. ref Note 8 (Matters arising from the meeting in January 2010)  
 

4.1 Raising awareness of the role of Inter Faith Forums  (STANDARD AGENDA ITEM) 
The Community Chaplaincy meeting on 24 June (with 26+ attendees from front line care 
services and officers in health and community care services) was an opportunity to widen 
and raise awareness of the Forum.  There are a number of proposals arising out of that 
meeting (ref Appendix H on this agenda) which will provide further opportunities for 
outreach activity by the Forum members into the wider community.  There is also a 
recommendation in the Inter Faith Week report for an outreach event and for a leaflet to 
be produced.  
 

4.2  Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum: visit to Korean Buddhist Temple   
The following information was sent to the IFF elist on 25/5: Phyllis Woodhead of the 
Elmbridge Multifaith Forum has very kindly sent the attached invitation (ANNEX 1) to our 
Forum members to join the EMF on their visit to the Korean Buddhist Temple (Youn Hwa 
Sa) in Kingston on Wednesday 1 September at 2pm.  The temple is in a semi detached  
house (5 Waters Road, Kingston, Surrey KT1 3LW) and organisers will need to know the 
numbers attending in advance. (It would probably also be helpful to car share or check 
that parking in the vicinity will not inconvenience neighbours.)  Please would you tell Geoff 
Morris (tel: 01932 868454) of the Elmbridge Multi Faith Forum as soon as possible if you 
would like to attend (explaining that you are a member of KIFF).  
 http://www.elmbridgemultifaith.org.uk 
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5. Ref Note 11(1) Places of Worship booklet 
 
Copies of the new edition of the ‘Places of Worship’ booklet have been enclosed with hard copies 
of the agenda and will be available at the meeting for members to take several copies.  They were 
provided at the meeting with front line care workers and will be widely distributed in August. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED that the report be noted. 
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Elmbridge Multifaith Forum 

 
Charity No. 1122962 

 
 

You are warmly invited to visit the  
Korean Buddhist Temple in Kingston:  

 
 
 

Youn Hwa Sa 
(Lotus Flower Emperor)(Lotus Flower Emperor)(Lotus Flower Emperor)(Lotus Flower Emperor)    

Buddhist TempleBuddhist TempleBuddhist TempleBuddhist Temple    
 
 

5 Waters Road, Kingston, Surrey, KT1 3LW 

 

on Wednesday, 1
st

 September 2010  
at 2.0 pm 

 

 

We have received a very warm welcome from the 
Youn Hwa Sa Buddhist Temple to visit them, and we 
look forward to making many new Korean friends. 

 
We shall be travelling independently by car as the 
Temple is in Kingston-upon-Thames and it can be 
found on a local map.  The Temple is in a semi-

detached house, on the ground floor; it is a big room 
with 3 gold Buddhas.  You can park outside in the 
road but it is advisable to share car lifts where 

possible. 
 
The Temple have asked us to let them know how many people will be 

coming, so would you please tell Geoff Morris as soon as possible (Tel: 

01932 868454) if you would like to come.  Many thanks. 
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KINGSTON INTER FAITH FORUM – 29 JULY 2010 

 
INFORMATION SECTION 

 
 

1. IFN UK Bulletin June 2010 – extracts  
2. IFN AGM  
3. HMD 2011 Workshops  
4. National Inter Faith Week 2010  
5. Faiths in Action Newsletter June 2010 extract (Community Development 

Foundation)   
6. The Big Lunch 2010   
7. Response to Government’s Cuts to Prevent and Cohesion Funding  
8. Equality Act 2010  
9. Voluntary Sector Briefing for April and May 2010 
10. RBK Equality and Community Cohesion Strategy 2010 – Introduction 
11. Kingston Police Hate Crimes working group  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
… 

 

1. IFN UK BULLETIN JUNE 2010 – EXTRACTS 

 
New Ministers in the Department for Communities and Local Government 
 
The new Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government is Rt Hon Eric 
Pickles, Conservative MP for Brentwood and Ongar. 
 
Two CLG Ministers have roles which are likely to have particular relevance to the 
concerns of faith and inter faith bodies. Greg Clark, Conservative MP for Tunbridge 
Wells, becomes Minister of State for Decentralisation, Big Society and Planning 
Policy. Andrew Stunell OBE, Liberal Democrat MP for Hazel Grove, has been 
appointed as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State with responsibility for 
community cohesion (including the future of Prevent); race equality; building 
regulations; Big Society, housing and regeneration.   
 
More details on the new CLG Ministers can be found at: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/newsroom/articlesandspeeches/ 
 
Cabinet Office and Big Society  
 
The Office of the Third Sector has been renamed the Office of Civil Society and 
Nick Hurd, Conservative MP for Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner, becomes the 
Minister for Civil Society, with responsibilities for charities, social enterprises and 
voluntary organisations. 
 
At http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/407789/building-big-society.pdf is a 
document outlining the thinking underlining the Government’s ‘Big Society’ concept 
which is likely to frame thinking about some important dimensions of engagement 
with, and by, faith communities. The Cabinet Office will have a particular 
responsibility for taking this cross-Government programme forward.  The press 
release giving background can be found at: 
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http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2010/100518-news-big-
society-launch.aspx 
 
Coalition programme 
 
The Government has issued a document about the programme as a whole which it 
plans to undertake.  Background information can be found at: 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/topstorynews/2010/05/the-coalition-our-
programme-for-government-2-50350 and the document itself, The Coalition, Our 
Programme for Government, can be found at 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/409088/pfg_coalition.pdf 
 
Repair grants for places of worship 
 
English Heritage, with the Heritage Lottery Fund, are running a Repair Grants for 
Places of Worship in England scheme, which is available to support urgent repair 
projects to listed places of worship in England, for example the repair of roofs, 
gutters, towers etc where the overall project cost is estimated to be in excess of 
£10,000.  They welcome applications from any faith group that worships in a listed 
building, regardless of the type of building (for example, a building formerly used as 
a cinema but now used by a formally constituted faith group for worship at least six 
times a year would be eligible). 
 
Applications can be made in two batches each year, with this year’s application 
deadlines being 30 June 2010 for grade I and II listed buildings and 30 September 
2010 for grade II buildings.  An application pack can be downloaded from 
www.english-heritage.org.uk where you can also find details of your local English 
Heritage regional office to help you with any queries. 
 
Research project on multi faith spaces 
 
The University of Manchester have launched a new research project, Multi-Faith 
Spaces: Symptoms and Agents of Social and Political Change.  They are currently 
in the early stages of their investigation and are seeking to locate a wide range of 
multi-faith spaces to visit and survey; speak with individuals who are (or have been) 
involved in their design and management; and locate and evaluate key documents 
and materials. 
 
They would like to hear from anyone interested in taking part in this research, 
anyone who wishes to nominate a multi-faith space that could be included and 
anyone who has documents or photographs that might be of interest to the research 
team.  For further information please visit their website at www.mancester.ac.uk/mfs 
or email mfs@manchester.ac.uk. 
 
JAINpedia at the V&A in London 
 
JAINpedia is a national project which is digitising Jain manuscripts held in the V&A 
Museum, British Library, Welcome Trust Library and Bodleian Library, Oxford.  The 
project will be holding major exhibitions over the next 2 years at these institutions.  
The first JAINpedia exhibition is currently open at the V&A Museum in London and 
will be displayed in the Museum’s Nehru Gallery of Indian Art until 31 December 
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2012.  The exhibition consists of 20 beautiful manuscripts, manuscript covers and 
paintings.  A series of events and activities will coincide with this special display.  
For more information, please visit www.jainpedia.org. 
 
 
New study programmes from the Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths 
 
The Woolf Institute, in conjunction with the University of Cambridge’s Institute of 
Continuing Education, is running a certificate programme in Islam, Judaism and 
Muslim-Jewish Relations, which consists of three independent modules on Islam 
and Muslim Perceptions of the ‘Other’; Judaism and Jewish Perceptions of the 
‘Other’; and Muslim-Jewish encounters: challenges for inter faith dialogue.  Further 
details can be found at www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/cmjr. 
 
The Institute is also offering a course on an Introduction to the Study of Jews, 
Christians and Muslims in Contemporary Europe which begins with an induction 
week from 4 to 8 October 2010, followed by three modules (History, Culture and 
Citizenship).  Fees for the course are £650.  Bursaries may be available depending 
on academic merit and financial circumstances.  For further information please visit: 
www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/jcme/index.php. 
 
Launch of the Wincester Centre of Religions for Reconciliation and Peace 
 
The Wincester Centre of Religions for Reconciliation and Peace at the University of 
Winchester was officially launched on 20 May by Reverend Bishop Joseph C 
Humper, Chair of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Sierra Leone.  The 
new centre has been set up by the University of Winchester with Religions for 
Peace International, New York, and St Ethelburga’s Centre for Reconciliation and 
Peace, London as founding partners. 
 
Dr Brian Walker, Director of the Winchester Centre, said that future plans include 
launching the annual Winchester Peace Lecture, a degree module in reconciliation 
and peace, and seeking accreditation for a Masters degree. 
 
For further information, please contact the University of Winchester press office at 
01962 827678 or email press@winchester.ac.uk. 
 
Faith Youth Manchester announces inter faith innovation awards programme 
 
Faith Youth Manchester, the Youth Section of Faith Network 4 Manchester, 
launched Co-exist:The Awards for Inter-faith Innovation at the Co-exist: In Your 
Faith event in early May.  These awards provide an opportunity for young people to 
design, develop and deliver new ideas for inter faith projects or activities in 
Manchester, and any group of young people living in Greater Manchester can apply 
for grants between £500 and £1,500. 
 
New General Secretary for the European Council of Religious Leaders 
 
During the annual meeting in Instanbul on 26 April 2010, the Executive Committee 
of the European Council of Religious Leaders – Religions for Peace (ECRL) 
appointed Mr Stein Villumstad as their new General Secretary from 1 January 2011.  
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Mr Villumstad, who is currently Deputy Secretary General of Religions for Peace 
International, will succeed Revd Vebjorn L. Horsfjord, who will leave ECRL on 30 
November 2010 to take up a position as a research fellow in theology at the 
University of Oslo. 
 
 
UNICEF and Religions for Peace release guide for religious communities 
 
UNICEF and Religions for Peace have released From Commitment to Action: What 
Religious Communities can do to Eliminate Violence against Children.  The joint 
guide, produced with input from religious actors and child protection specialists, 
aims to help religious communities harness their spiritual, moral and social 
strengths to prevent, respond to and eliminate violence against children.   
 
From Commitment to Action outlines practical ways that religious leaders, 
theologians, educators, community mobilises and others can respond to violence 
directed towards children that are in keeping with the recommendations of the 
Violence Study.  It also includes concrete suggestions for how these actors can 
work effectively with governments, civil society and United Nations agencies. 
 
For more information, please contact Kate Donovan at UNICEF New York at +212 
326 7452 or kdonovan@unicef.org or Andrea Louie at Religions for Peace at 212 
687 2163 or alouie@religionsforpeace.org. Alternatively please visit 
www.unicef.org/media/media_53664.html. 
 

2. INTER FAITH NETWORK UK: AGM AND NATIONAL MEETING 

The Inter Faith Network 2010 AGM and National Meeting took place on Thursday 8 
July in London. This year’s National Meeting focussed on local inter faith activity, 
with attendees given the choice to attend one of the following workshops: 

• Develop a relevant and lively programme (how local inter faith groups across 
the UK are developing their work) 

• Outreach and membership 

• Resources and training for religious literacy and inter faith understanding 

• Involving young people in local faith programmes 

• Multi media approaches to making the work known 

• National faith communities and support for local inter faith work 

• Mapping the local inter faith landscape 

• Inter Faith Week: Looking back to 2009 and forward to this year’s Week 
Revd Stuart and Lally Malik attended the National Meeting on behalf of the Kingston 
IFF 
 

3. HMD 2011 WORKSHOPS 

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust are running a series of free afternoon 
workshops across the IK for anyone organising a HMD 2011 event. A central 
London event is scheduled for Tuesday 7 September 2010 from 1.30pm – 4.30pm. 
The Workshops will also include a chance to hear directly from a survivor. 
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4. NATIONAL INTER FAITH WEEK 2010 

Preparations for this year’s Inter Faith Week, scheduled for Sunday 21st – Saturday 
22nd November, continue earnestly, being led by the Inter Faith Network for the 
UK.  Both the English Regional Faith Forums and Inter Faith Council for Wales will 
also play key roles in supporting this year’s events. 
 
A report and evaluation into the success of Inter Faith Week 2009 has been 
released and is available to read and download at 
www.interfaithweek.org/ifweek2009report.pdf  
 
More information is available from www.erffn.org.uk, www.interfaithwales.org, and 
www.interfaithweek.org. 
 

5. FAITHS IN ACTION NEWSLETTER JUNE 2010 

Kingston Inter Faith Forum was mentioned in the June 2010 edition of the Faiths in 
Action newsletter, with regards to our use of the grant to print the booklet “Places in 
Worship in the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames”. The following is an 
extract of the newsletter giving updates on what other funded groups in London 
have been doing: 
 
What’s New with Funded Groups 
 
London  
 
Kingston Inter Faith Forum is using the Faiths in Action grant to reprint their popular 
booklet “Places in Worship in the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames”. The booklet 
will be distributed widely through libraries, information outlets, GP surgeries, bereavement 
services, hospitals, social workers, student accommodation and to the faith communities 
themselves.  
 
The Bexley Multifaith Forum is organising a multifaith event on 19 June as a part of 
National Refugee Week. The event will touch on issues of migration, racism and hate crime 
and will aim at increasing the general interfaith awareness in the predominantly white/ 
Christian Bexleyheath.  
 
Acton Community Forum is getting ready for the Acton Carnival on 10 July. 
 
The Lewisham Muslim Women's Group is continuing with their exercise class project for 
Muslim women and with free crèche at the 2000 Action community centre in Deptford. The 
class is very well attended by women from all faiths and backgrounds.  
 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of the Parish of Christ and St John, with St 
Luke, Isle of Dogs, has overcome a series of obstacles and is now running a very 
successful Faiths in Action project. Read a direct account from Fr. Tom Pyke, the project 
leader. 
 
Edgeware and District Reform Synagogue is using the Faiths in Action grant to organise 
a Psalm Evening at the London Academy on the evening of 4 July.  
 
Conflict and Change is using the Faiths in Action grant to run the “Building Bridges in 
Newham” project. The aim of the project is to develop women’s skills and to provide them 
with the tools and confidence to be able to facilitate their own inter faith events.  
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So far two full courses took place and a third is about to start, with 12 women participating 
in each. Saira, one of the participants, has already led her first interfaith training session. 
The course gave her new ideas and the chance to develop her confidence in leading a 
group. She learned about shaping a participatory session and was introduced to a number 
of activities she could use. “It was practical, fun, valuable and informative. I found the 
opportunity to practice and participate in the icebreakers, closers and different evaluation 
techniques was particularly useful” – she said. 

 
Clerk’s Note: The newsletter is produced by the Community Development 
Foundation www.cdf.org.uk 
 

6. THE BIG LUNCH 2010 

From www.communities.gov.uk/newsstories/communities/1621613 
The Big Lunch is taking place on Sunday 18 July this year with the aim of 
encouraging people to knock on their neighbours' doors, say hello and invite them 
for lunch. 
 
As well as inspiring a powerful sense of community, Big Lunches can spark new 
social networks and encourage more active neighbourhood groups, important 
ingredients in the Government's vision for a new Big Society. 
 
"Too many of us don't know our neighbours these days because there just aren't 
enough opportunities to get together with those beyond our usual circles" 
 
Last year, the first ever Big Lunch saw almost a million people join forces to eat 
lunch together, with events ranging from simple back garden barbecues to full-on 
street parties with entertainment, games, food, music and bunting. 
 
Nearly all those who attended events last year said they feel closer to their 
neighbours as a result and, crucially, that they anticipate this being sustained. 
 
Eric Pickles, Secretary of State at Communities and Local Government, said: 
"Getting involved in the Big Lunch is a fantastic way to make connections with 
people who live nearby, and to cultivate a sense of community. Too many of us 
don't know our neighbours these days because there just aren't enough 
opportunities to get together with those beyond our usual circles. 
 
"We're supporting the Big Lunch because it provides a fun, novel way in which we 
can all start to rebuild our broken society - starting with the people in our own street. 
I would encourage everyone to join in." 
 
The Big Lunch is the brainchild of Tim Smit, Eden Project Chief Executive, and Paul 
Twivy, Chief Executive of the Big Society Network. It's supported by a number of 
partners, including Communities and Local Government. 
 

7. RESPONSE TO GOVERNMENT’S CUTS TO PREVENT AND COHESION 
FUNDING 

Taken from www.cohesioninstitute.org.uk 
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The Institute of Community Cohesion (iCoCo) has highlighted the need for local 
authorities and their partners to continue work on building community cohesion, 
despite cuts in government funding. 
 
In response to the announcement from the Department for Communities and Local 
Government (DCLG) of 10 June, that the £1.166 billion local government savings 
will include big reductions to Prevent and cohesion funding, Ted Cantle CBE said: 
 
“iCoCo has always made the case for organisations to ensure cohesion activities 
are delivered as part of mainstream front line service delivery. Although the 
Government has cut the dedicated budgets which fund cohesion initiatives, 
organisations need to integrate this work. It is already the case that those 
organisations having real impact in tackling community tensions, are doing so by 
embedding approaches across key service areas. 
 
Some pump priming will however continue to be needed to develop new 
approaches, to build good practice and target hotspots. We will always need some 
funding to incentivise new approaches, to encourage new ideas and to respond to 
new and emerging problems. 
 
It essential that all organisations do continue to maintain their focus on 
understanding their local communities, being sensitive to emerging tensions and 
have clear approaches in place to tackle these. The long term costs of dealing with 
the aftermath of tensions and community disturbances far outweigh the short term 
costs of identifying and managing them at an early stage.” 
 

8. EQUALITY ACT 2010 

The Equality Act 2010 brings together nine separate pieces of legislation into one 
singe Act simplifying the law and strengthening it in important ways to help tackle 
discrimination and inequality. 
 
Implementation of majority of the Equality Act will begin on 1 October 2010. The 
Government has produced a series of summary guides and “Quick Start” guides to 
the key changes in the law. The guides have been produced in partnership with the 
British Chambers of Commerce, Citizens Advice and the Equality and Diversity 
Forum, to support implementation of the Act. The guides set out clearly what the 
new laws will mean for business, the public sector, the voluntary sector and the 
public, helping people understand their new responsibilities and rights. 
 
The series of guides are entitled “Equality Act 2010: What do I need to know?”, and 
are available to read and download from www.equalities.gov.uk/equality_act_2010. The 
series contains the following guides: 
A summary guide to your rights 
A summary guide for voluntary and community sector service providers 
A summary guide for public sector organisations 
A summary guide for businesses who sell goods and services 
 
There is also an addition guide entitled “Acas guide on The Equality Act – what’s 
new for employers?” 
 

K7



 
 

9. VOLUNTARY SECTOR BRIEFING FOR APRIL AND MAY 2010 

 
Advice services for young people 
Youth Access has published Under strain, which highlights that agencies offering 
advice and counselling to young people are facing challenges which may threaten 
their future sustainability.  These include increasing demand, increasing complexity 
of need, which includes more complex and severe mental health and emotional 
problems, severely overstretched capacity and funding cuts.  
www.youthaccess.org.uk/news/upload/YA-under-strain-WITHOUT.pdf 
 
Child development 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published Poorer children’s educational 
attainment: how important are attitudes and behaviour?  The report considers the 
impact of aspirations, attitudes and behaviour of parents and children on the 
educational performance gap between poor and better-off children from pre-school 
to secondary school, identifying key factors that appear to explain the widening gap.  
www.jrf.org.uk/publications/educational-attainment-poor-children 
 
Children and young people 
The last government’s Department for Culture, Media and Sport published (before 
the election) A place for culture: developing a local culture offer for all children and 
young people, setting out a vision that all children should have the opportunity to 
enjoy high quality cultural experiences in and out of school.  
www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/publications/6808.aspx 
 
Children and young people’s services 
The National Foundation for Educational Research has published Integrated 
children’s services and the CAF process, which highlights progress on using the 
Common Assessment Framework and shows that the CAF can be a key mechanism 
for enhancing and embedding integrated working, leading to improved outcomes for 
children and young people.  www.nfer.ac.uk/nfer/publications/LAQ01/LAQ01.pdf 
 
Commissioning 
The Pentagon Partnership in Tyne and Wear has published a Survey of third sector 
organisations’ experience of the sub/prime contractor model in the delivery of 
DWP/Job Centre Plus contracts, which highlights the importance of good 
relationships between contracting organisations and how culture clashes can impact 
on these.  www.pentagonpartnership.org.uk/documents/survey.pdf 
 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation with Age Concern London have published a 
discussion paper on Involving users in commissioning local services, which explores 
and reflects on the experiences of both service users and commissioners in the 
commissioning process. 
www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/user-involvement-service-commissioning-full.pdf 
 
Kindle, a partnership of six VCS umbrella organisations (Community Matters, ACRE, 
bassac, Children England, NAVCA and NCVYS) has published Commissioning and 
the community sector, which explores how community organisations can get 
involved in the commissioning arrangements of Children and Young People’s Trusts. 
www.commissioningsupport.org.uk/cs/groups/commissioning_and_the_community_
sector/default.aspx 
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Community engagement 
The Urban Forum, the University of Manchester and Ipsos MORI have published 
Citizens and local decision making: what drives feelings of influence?  The survey 
investigates the factors relating to feelings of influence in terms of the local place 
and local activity and highlights three main themes: provision of information, 
consultation – listening to views and acting on them and attitudes towards the local 
authority and its partners.  
www.urbanforum.org.uk/files/citizens_and_local_decision_making_full_report_2010
_03.pdf 
 
The New Economics Foundation and the National Endowment for Science, 
Technology and the Arts (NESTA) have published Public services inside out, which 
finds that a collaborative approach between councils and local residents in the 
design and delivery of public services provides services more effectively and at less 
cost than conventional top-down approaches and encourages people to take 
responsibility for their own health and wellbeing. 
www.neweconomics.org/publications/public-services-inside-out 
 
Disabled people 
Leonard Cheshire Disability has published Rights and reality: disabled people’s 
experiences of accessing goods and services, which finds that 40% of respondents 
to their survey experienced problems accessing goods and services (including 
public transport) in the past twelve months and that 23% of these had attributed their 
difficulties to discrimination. www.lcdisability.org/?lid=12274 
 
Health and wellbeing: libraries 
Museums, libraries and Archives has published Public library activity in the areas of 
health and well-being: final report, which finds that public libraries are engaged in a 
wide range of activities that contribute to health and wellbeing, including providing 
health information and offering computerised cognitive behavioural therapy 
sessions, with most of the activities being delivered in partnership with local 
authorities and health care partners.   
http://research.mla.gov.uk/evidence/view-publication.php?pubid=1068 
 
Health inequalities 
The Greater London Authority has published the London Health Inequalities 
Strategy which contains five core objectives: to empower individuals and 
communities to improve health and wellbeing; to improve access to high quality 
health and social care services; to reduce income inequality and the negative 
consequences of relative poverty; to increase opportunities for people to access the 
potential benefits of work and other meaningful activity and to develop London as a 
healthy place for all. 
www.london.gov.uk/priorities/health/tackling-inequality 
 
Inter-faith work 
The London Civic Forum has set up a Faiths Forum for London, bringing together 
regional organisations and faith groups and inter-faith groups to foster engagement 
with public sector agencies.  www.londoncivicforum.org.uk/our-projects/project-
details/project/faiths-forum-for-london/ 
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The Department for Communities and Local Government has published Ensuring a 
level playing field; funding faith based organisations to provide publicly funded 
services, which explores the myths and realities of providing funding to faith based 
organisations. 
www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/15073411.pdf 
 
Mental health 
The Children and Young People’s Mental Health Coalition has been launched to 
improve child and adolescent mental health services.  The Coalition, whose 
members include Action for Children, Young Minds, the National Children’s Bureau 
and the Prince’s Trust, has produced a policy briefing, Children and young people’s 
mental health: the policy, the progress made, the challenges.  
www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/children-and-young-people-coalition 
 
The Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health has published Implementing recovery: a 
methodology for organisational change, which sets out three stages that mental 
health service providers need to reach if they are to meet the needs of people with 
severe or long term mental health problems.  
www.scmh.org.uk/pdfs/Implementing_recovery_methodology.pdf 
 
National Health Service 
The King’s Fund has published A high performing NHS? A review of progress 1997-
2010, which finds that many challenges have been successfully addressed, but 
some remain including improving cancer survival rates, increasing access to out-of-
hours GPs and tackling obesity and alcohol related illnesses.  
www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/a_highperforming_nh.html 
 
New Government 
NCVO has published a Post election briefing on what it sees as the key policy 
issues for the new Government in relation to the voluntary and community sector.  
www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/sites/default/files/Election_Briefing_12_may_10_0.pdf 
 
The Coalition Government has published The Coalition: our programme for 
government, which sets out plans across all areas of work.  
http://programmeforgovernment.hmg.gov.uk 
 
HM Treasury has published its plans for reducing the Government deficit.  www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/psr_reducing_government_deficit.htm 
 
The Cabinet Office has published The Big Society, which outlines Government plans 
aimed at strengthening civil society, including the development of a National Citizen 
Service for 16 year olds, the devolution of power to local communities and support 
for co-operatives, mutual organisations, charities and social enterprises.   
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/407789/building-big-society.pdf 
 
Poverty 
The Institute of Fiscal Studies and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation have published 
Poverty and inequality in the UK, which analyses regional differences in living 
standards, poverty and inequality and includes an assessment of the impact of the 
start of the recession.  The report finds that London has the highest poverty rate and 
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the greatest poverty amongst children and pensioners.  
www.ifs.org.uk/comms/comm116.pdf 
 
The Cabinet Office has published State of the nation report: poverty, worklessness 
and welfare dependency in the UK, which sets out a comprehensive assessment of 
poverty in the UK and will be used to inform Government policy decisions aimed at 
tackling poverty and improving life chances.  
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/media/410872/web-poverty-report.pdf 
 
Public sector regulation 
The Centre for Public Scrutiny has published Accountability works!, which discusses 
the future of accountability in the public sector and highlights the need for robust 
local accountability arrangements to go alongside a reduction in central regulation 
and inspection.  www.cfps.org.uk/what-we-do/publications/cfps-general/?id=128 
 
 
Supplementary schools 
The last government’s Department for Children and Families published (before the 
election) The impact of supplementary schools on pupils’ attainment: an 
investigation into what factors contribute to educational improvements, which finds 
that attending at weekend supplementary schools helps children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds learn more quickly, improves exam and test results and 
increases confidence.  The report suggests that success rests on their local 
voluntary nature and argues against a top down approach.  
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMod
e=publication&ProductId=DCSF-RR210& 
 
Violence involving women 
Race on the Agenda has published The female voice in violence, which highlights 
the lack of appropriate services and policies available to help women caught up in 
gangs and who become victims of sexual abuse and violence.  
www.rota.org.uk/downloads/Female%20Voice%20in%20Violence%20Project%20re
port%20Executive%20Summary.pdf 
 
Voluntary organisation development 
NCVO has published Sourcing innovative solutions: how to generate new funding 
and other ideas, changing your organisation for the better, which uses case studies 
from Cancer Research UK to provide examples of how they approached this issue.  
www.ncvo-
vol.org.uk/sies/default/files/UploadedFiles/Sustainable_Funding/Sourcing_Innovative
_Solutions.pdf 
 
New Philanthropy Capital has published Scaling up for the Big Society, which 
suggests that there are two main barriers to realising the vision for charities and 
social enterprises playing an important role in building a Big Society: the failure to 
provide evidence of their impact and the problem of identifying proven, cost-effective 
approaches to service delivery by organisations that can be scaled up to meet the 
challenge.  
www.philanthropycapital.org/publications/improving_the_sector/improving_charities_
Scaling_up.aspx 
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Volunteering and charitable giving 
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published 2008-09 
Citizenship survey: volunteering and charitable giving topic report, which provides 
statistics on participation in formal and informal volunteering, as well as trends in 
participation over time.  The report also outlines the kinds of activities that volunteers 
undertake, the organisations they help and their motivations for volunteering as well 
as the benefits from, and barriers to, volunteering.  
www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1547056.pdf 
 
Young offenders 
The last government’s Department for Children, Schools and Families published 
(before the general election) Youth crime action plan: update, which outlines the 
achievements of the YCAP since 2008 and steps to be taken to further reduce 
crime, including parental responsibility for young people breaking ASBOs and 
supporting young victims. 
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/default.aspx?PageFunction=productdetails&PageMod
e=publications&ProductId=YCAP& 
 
Ofsted has published Transition through detention and custody: arrangements for 
learning and skills for young people in custodial or secure settings, which highlights 
shortcomings in the assessment of young offenders’ skills, aspirations and learning 
needs as well as in their preparation for independent living. 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-
by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Transition-through-detention-and-custody 
 

10. RBK EQUALITY AND COMMUNITY COHESION STRATEGY 2010 - 
INTRODUCTION 

 
This is the third Equality Scheme of the Royal Borough of Kingston. The Community 
Cohesion Strategy has now been merged with the Equality Scheme as both these 
strategies complement each other in their aims and objectives. The new 
consolidated document will be called the Single Equality and Community Cohesion 
Strategy. The purpose of the strategy is to contribute to and build on our 
commitment to be a more equitable and cohesive community. It is a crucial part of 
our Equalities Strategy which provides the overarching framework for our approach 
to delivering equalities around the six strands of race, gender, age, religion or belief, 
disability and sexual orientation. 
 
This Strategy also contributes to our vision of Kingston set out in the Kingston Plan 
and the shared objectives of Kingston Strategic Partnership.  This vision of Kingston 
is a place where people are happy, healthy and enjoy a good quality of life, in a 
clean, safe and tolerant environment, where business is prosperous and where 
everyone in our community can contribute to the success of the borough and reach 
their own full potential. 
 
The Kingston Plan sets out a distinctive vision and ambition for Kingston which is 
reflected in three cross cutting themes and ten objectives as set out overleaf: 
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Sustainable 
 
Objective 1 –  Tackle climate change, reduce our ecological footprint and 

‘reduce, reuse and recycle’ 
Objective 2 –  Ensure the sustainable development of our Borough and the 

promotion of sustainable transport 
Objective 3 –  Protect and improve the quality of our local environment 
 
 
Prosperous and Inclusive 
 
Objective 4 –  Sustain and share economic prosperity 
Objective 5 –  Raise educational standards and close gaps in attainment 
Objective 6 –  Increase supply of housing and its affordability 
 
 
Safe, Healthy and Strong 
 
Objective 7 –  Make communities safer 
Objective 8 –  Improve overall health and reduce health inequalities 
Objective 9 –  Support people to be independent 
Objective 10 –  Encourage people to take an active part in the social and cultural 
 life of the community 
 
The ten objectives in the Kingston Plan have been enshrined within destination 
Kingston 2010-2013 which sets out the Council’s medium term service and financial 
plan. The OneCouncil, OneKingston programme will make the necessary changes 
to how the organisation works in order to achieve the goals set out in destination 
Kingston and the Kingston Plan.  This will ensure that the Council with its partners 
conceives plans and delivers as one.  It will contribute to achieving our ambition for 
local communities of providing services that residents need and value most, 
underpinned by equality, diversity and cohesiveness.  We will continue to make 
Kingston the very best places in which to live, work, study and visit. 
 
Clerk’s note: The Equality and Community Cohesion Strategy can be read in its 
entirety at 
www.kingston.gov.uk/information/your_council/equalities/equality_cohesion_strategy 
 
 

11. POLICE WORKING GROUP ON HATE CRIMES 

Sydney Assor and Rashid Laher   of the Forum volunteered to join the Hate Crimes 
Working Group following an invitation from Kingston Police forwarded by email to 
Forum members. 
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 STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

HELD AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH, KINGSTON ROAD 
KT3  16 MARCH 2010  

(6.30pm – 8.20pm) 
Present: 
 
Christian and Other Religious Denominations 
Mrs. Maria James (Chair) Local evangelical churches 
*Mr Gurmeet Singh  The Sikh community 
*Ms Simone Halfin  Jewish community 
*Mr Neil D’Aguiar  Archdiocese of Southwark (Roman Catholic) 
*Mrs Beryl Mooney  Kingston and District Free Church Federal Council 
*Mr. Raju Pandya   The Hindu community 
*Mahendra Thakar  The Hindu community 
*Venerable Phrakru Samu Lom  Buddhapadipa Temple (The Buddhist community) 
Mrs Hamida Syed  The Muslim community 
Mrs Neelofer Ziauddin The Muslim community 
 
The Church of England 
Ms Sam Mitchell  Southwark Diocesan Board of Education 
Ms Heather Henderson Diocese of Guildford 
Vacancy  Diocese of Southwark 
 
Representatives of Teachers’ Associations 
Miss Diana Brotherston Fern Hill Primary School 
Ms Jennifer Rickards Malden Manor Primary School 
*Mr Bob Shaw  St Philip’s School 
Ms Ellen Ziriat  Coombe Girls School 
 
Representatives of the Local Education Authority 
* Councillor Dennis Doe (Vice Chair) 
 *Councillor Ian Reid 
 *Councillor Yogan Yoganathan 
 
Co-opted Members 
Simon Birch  local Baha’i community 
Marilyn Mason  local representative of the British Humanist Association 
Heather Stephens  Insight (Schools Christian Worker for Kingston) 

 
* Absent 

 
In attendance:   Keith Field, Consultant RE Adviser as LA representative 
  Penny Welsh, Clerk  

 
 
As the meeting was not quorate, the decisions recorded in these notes will need to be 
ratified by the SACRE at its next meeting. 

 
 
 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE & MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
The Chair welcomed everyone present and it was confirmed that the meeting was not 
quorate as none of the representatives of the Local Authority were present.  The meeting 
began with a moment of quiet reflection. Apologies had been received from Simone Halfin, 
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Cllr Dennis Doe, Bob Shaw and Beryl Mooney. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to 
those who had not been present for the last three meetings. 
 

2 NOTES of MEETING held on 26 NOVEMBER 2009 
With the correction that Sam Mitchell is the representative of the Diocesan Board of 
Education, the notes were agreed to be an accurate record of the meeting and were duly 
signed. However, as the current meeting was not quorate, the decisions made in 
November could not be ratified. 
 

3 MATTERS ARISING 
3.1 Simon Birch reported that he would meet with Cllr Dennis Doe in due course to 

discuss the faith walk, once he has spoken to the IFF. 
3.2 There was a discussion about the request for assistance in the development of a 

project to work in schools on the Prevent agenda and it was agreed that the clerk 
would write to confirm that the SACRE was in favour of the project and happy to be 
kept informed of any developments and that the issue would be on the agenda for the 
next meeting. The Clerk was asked to contact Springs Dance Company to discuss 
their possible involvement. 

3.3 It was agreed that it would be useful for the IFF to consider the notes of SACRE 
meetings. 
 

4 ACTION PLAN 
The clerk presented the revised SACRE Action Plan and the SACRE considered the 
document, reviewing each section. The Plan was accepted by the SACRE and it was 
agreed that the Clerk would update progress for the next meeting. There was a discussion 
about whether the SACRE should send letters of congratulations to church schools after 
Section 48 inspections. It was decided that this fell outside the remit of the SACRE but that 
Keith should congratulate RE co-ordinators on behalf of the SACRE. There was a 
discussion about youth representation on the SACRE and how to canvas the views of 
users of the syllabus and it was agreed that the SACRE would seek to invite teachers and 
pupils to attend future meetings of the SACRE. 
 

5 REVIEW OF THE AGREED SYLLABUS 
It was reported that the working party had met and had considered the feedback from 
schools received in response to a questionnaire which had been sent out to schools. It was 
reported that the responses indicated that schools were fairly happy with the current 
structure of the syllabus but wanted more detailed input on assessment, more ideas for 
themed days and for Gifted and Talented pupils, and more ideas for appropriate resources. 
It was proposed that rather than a launch with a formal speech, the SACRE should host a 
Festival of RE with a wide range of resources and stalls, an RE surgery, dance, poetry and 
art, and workshops on particular areas. The Festival would be run from 2pm to 6pm, 
allowing a range of staff to attend. This proposal was agreed by the SACRE subject to 
budgets being confirmed. 
It was also agreed that some of the available budget be used to pay for some of Keith 
Field’s time and that the cost of using materials developed by Keith and by the Guildford 
Diocese for Easter and Christmas. 
 

6 NATIONAL NEWS 
Following discussion it was confirmed that no-one was able to attend the joint QDCA and 
NASACRE conference on RE and the new Primary Curriculum. 
It was agreed that Heather Henderson and Keith Field would attend the NASACRE AGM. 
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7 MEMBERS and DCLS update 
 
a) MEMBERS 
Heather Henderson reported that it was the 200th  anniversary of the setting up of church 
schools in the UK. Heather Stephens informed the SACRE of the work of the Lantern Arts 
Centre in Raynes Park, a Christian centre running children’s theatre groups and going into 
schools to present productions, including the Hiding Place. 
The SACRE were informed of the new RE in English Schools : non statutory guidance, 
which can be downloaded from 
www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/subjects/re/guidance  
 
b) DCLS 
Keith Field reported that the meeting of primary RE coordinators had be held the previous 
week and confirmed that he will bring a feedback summary to the next meeting. He had 
asked co-ordinators to bring with them examples of good practice to share, and Keith 
circulated a snakes and ladders game which had been developed to teach about 
obedience. He also reported that Maple Infants had created a lovely craft and art display 
for Diwali and it was agreed that the clerk would write to ask if the autumn term SACRE 
meeting could be held at the school, and ask Sophie Orchard to present to the meeting. 
Keith reported that the surgery element of the session had focussed on helping teachers 
move pupils from level 4 onto level 5, and circulated a powerpoint presentation on this 
theme.  
Finally Keith reported that the group had looked at samples of pupils’ work and agreed 
levels. The SACRE thanked Keith for all his work with the co-ordinators. 
 

8 OFSTED REPORTS 
It was agreed that the clerk would write on behalf of the SACRE to congratulate the new 
Headteacher of Maple Infants School and Lovelace Primary School. It was also agreed 
that in future the clerks report would include the Ofsted descriptors to explain what was 
required at each judgement.  
 

9 INTER FAITH FORUM 
The notes of the meeting held on 28 January 2010 were considered and it was agreed that  
SACRE minutes should be presented at the IFF meetings in the same way as the SACRE 
considers their notes. 
 

10 DATES AND VENUES OF MEETINGS 
The next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 22 June 2010 at the Guild Hall, following the 
Tenth Annual Lecture. Invitations were given to members of the SACRE and it was 
confirmed that schools and faith communities would be invited. 
It was agreed that the autumn term meeting would be held on Wednesday 10th November 
2010 and that the clerk would see if Maple Infants would invite the SACRE to the school. 
It was agreed that the spring term meeting would be held on Thursday 10th March 2011 
and it was suggested that this meeting be hosted by the Baha’i community. The venue 
would therefore be the Shiraz Mirza Hall.  
These dates are subject to confirmation by the Local Authority. 

 
 

 
Signed………………………………………………..…(Chair)  Date…………………
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