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ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES

INTER FAITH FORUM

Notes of the meeting held on 16 October 2007 at 3.30pm 
in the Millennium House, Eden Street, Kingston KT11BL
Present
Local Faith Group Representatives 
Rabbi Danny Rich

Kingston Liberal Synagogue (Chair)
Rev Amanda Beck

Church of England
Joanna Efstathiou

Greek Orthodox
Anthony Freedman

Kingston & District Orthodox Synagogue

Nazim Ghauri

Ahmadiyya Muslim community
Edith Jayne


Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Rashid Ali Laher

Sunni Muslim community 

Jenny Lobl


The Church of Christ Scientist

Dianne Mahboubi

Baha’i community

Lally Malik


Ahmaddiya Muslim community (Vice Chair)
Valerie Savage

The Church of Christ Scientist
Fleur Standring

Kingston Liberal Synagogue
Rev Bruce Stuart

United Reformed Church
Local Organisation Representatives

Stan Brown


Kingston University (Vice Chair)

*Richard Dean

Kingston Police

*Trevor Quy


Kingston Police
*David Thompson

Kingston Youth Council
Rev Jonathan Wilkes
Mayor’s Chaplain
In attendance:


Eric Bramstead

Merton Inter Faith Forum

*Graham Mann-Smith 
Youth Participation Officer, RBK

Jean Cousens

RBK Democratic Support










*for Part 2 only

PART 1
Faith group membership

The current list of faith group represesentatives was updated with the following additions:
· Father Peter Jenner had been nominated as the Roman Catholic representative on the Forum

· Edith Jayne reported that it was unlikely that the Quakers would nominate another representative to replace Geoffrey Weedon who had recently retired from the Forum
· Revd Mandy Beck and Revd Bruce Stuart were invited to seek a lay member to represent the Church of England and the Free Churches respectively
· Sheikh Abdessamad (the imam of Kingston Mosque) should be added to the faith group membership as the cleric member representing the Sunni Muslims.  (He is also a chaplain to the Mayor this year.)

· It was agreed that Dr SA Ashraf could attend as a substitute member if one of the Ahmaddiya Muslim representatives could not attend a meeting

· Charanjit Singh Makan would continue to be one of the two Sikh representatives on the Forum.
· Farideh Goharriz would continue to be one of the two Baha’i representatives.
· Rabbi Charlie Bedinsky would shortly become the cleric representative on the Forum for the Kingston Liberal Synagogue. (Rabbi Danny Rich may seek to join  the NHS Chaplains on the Forum.)
Inter faith dialogue

As agreed at the previous meeting, the first part of the IFF meeting focussed on dialogue amongst the faith representatives, who had been invited to suggest topics for discussion.   
In order to prompt discussion on the chosen topic of 'What my faith believes about God’ , Reverend Bruce Stuart had prepared a short introduction on Christian beliefs about God which he presented from the perspective of a non-conformist Christian background (inviting colleagues from other denominations to add their perspectives), under the headings: The Trinity; God - separate or involved in the world; the sovereignty of God; God’s providence; God as liberator; fundamentalist approaches to belief in God.  (A summary of this introduction is set out in the Annex to these Notes.)  
Other faith representatives commented on their perspectives which included: 
· the emphasis among Quakers on a very personal relationship with God, the symbolism of God as light, and the importance of social action by the Quaker community as an expression of their beliefs; 
· the belief in God as infinitely close source of support for help in all aspects of life (Church of Christ Scientist); 
· description of God as immanent and transcendent (utterly holy, utterly other) – did holiness mean  ‘non human’? – Rabbi Rich 
· the stories of Moses not looking on the face of God – not approaching nearer to the Burning Bush - suggested the ‘otherness’ of God.
· the extent to which God was one with the world – the extreme pantheistic belief being that the universe is God - Reverend Stan Brown
· God as dispenser of grace, the importance in Jewish tradition of belief in God being expressed through one’s life and actions, by how one treats others; for example, seeking forgiveness from others if you have sinned against them, contrasted with seeking forgiveness from God (at its most intense on Yom Kippur) -Fleur Standring
· whether we can, by our actions, bring the Messiah or was the time of His coming already set?
· the belief in the Trinity could be a source of potential conflict between Christians (on the one hand) and Jews and Muslims (on the other). Could Christians define themselves as monotheists if they believe in the Trinity? 
· was it preferable for the Forum to focus on how the faiths could build bridges and harmony between each other, rather than discussing the beliefs which might divide them? 
It was recognised that the Forum could have pursued the topic at much greater depth for much longer.  As discussion had flowed towards beliefs about the Messiah, it was suggested that ‘beliefs about the future’ might be a possible topic for Part 1 of  the next meeting in January.
PART 2
1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES 
The Chair, Rabbi Danny Rich, welcomed those who had joined the meeting for Part 2 of the agenda, and new attendees, including Revd Jonathan Wilkes, who as a Mayor’s chaplain was now an ex officio member of the Forum.  Apologies were received from Sydney Assor,  Veronica Attah,  Mrs Amarjit Kaur Channi, Father Peter Jenner, Faride Goharriz, the Venerable Phrakru Samu Lom, Charanjit Singh Makan,  Rabbi David Mason, Adam Pamment, Jan Stow, Tammy Rich, and Mahendra Thakar.  Everyone was requested to sign the attendance sheet to ensure that their attendance was recorded.
The Forum asked that their best wishes be conveyed to Charanjit Singh Makan who was currently preparing for an operation at St Georges Hospital. 
2.
REFLECTIVE THOUGHT


Nazim Ghauri had kindly agreed to provide the reflective thought for the meeting -summarised as follows:   The world is fast becoming one world because of the speed of communications.  The search for solutions to the world’s problems must be pursued through sympathy, understanding and persuasion.  This was something worth striving for – and could not be found through human escapism into alcohol, drugs and gambling. The qualities which the world needed were gentleness, compassion, sharing, justice, mercy, equality, peace, non violence, orderliness, progress, prosperity, and good behaviour.  However diverse humanity is in terms of language, dress and customs, a ‘man’s a man for all that’ – there is the same law for all mankind – we share a common humanity – every human being is a creature of God – we start from the premise that all are equal and none can claim privilege. The weakness of humanity is to trespass, to transgress – this is a breach of our obligation to serve honestly and diligently and brings our religions into disrepute.  Diversity has its purpose – diversity is part of creation like the colours – God’s sign to us. None may look down on or deride another because of his language or race – all should be revered, one to another.  The mottos of the Ahmaddiya Muslims are:

-  ‘Love for all, hatred for none’.   ‘No God, no Peace  -    Know God, know Peace’.
3.
NOTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – Appendix A

The notes of the meeting held on 26 June 2007 were agreed, subject to  amendments in Minutes 2 and 5.2 to record apologies from  Lally Malik and Lally’s participation in the CoP card event on 10 June.  
5.
MATTERS ARISING

5.1
Mayoral Sunday – 18 May 2008 – (ref. Minute 5.1) Reverend Jonathan Wilkes reported that it was hoped to develop the Mayoral Sunday occasion for next year in collaboration with the faith communities in the borough.  One suggestion was for moments to be provided in the service for various representatives of  the different faith communities in the borough to speak about how their communities serve Kingston.  Another idea was for the refreshments to be provided in the church (rather than the Guildhall), with different foods from different communities – to encourage participants to stay to get to know one another. 

 It was agreed that a working group of members would be appointed at the next IFF meeting to work with Revd Wilkes to help plan this event.  It was hoped that each faith community on the Forum would be invited to send approximately 10 people, particularly young people, to the Mayoral Sunday.  (The need to present the occasion in a way which would be widely accessible was noted.) 









Action: JW / JC for agenda









AC (Mayoral Office) to note

5.2
CoP Card event 2008  (ref Minute 5.2) Richard Dean confirmed that the Police intended to repeat (and possibly roll out to other parts of the borough) next year this successful event which had been held for children in Chessington in June. Mrs Kaur Channi had agreed to lead a working group to prepare for the event; it was agreed to seek working group members from the IFF at the January meeting and from the SACRE at its next meeting.  








Action: RD / JC for agenda
5.3
Places of worship leaflet - (ref Minute 5.3) Anthony Freedman reported that Kingston Voluntary Action provided assistance to voluntary organisations to set up their own websites and he proposed that the KIFF used this facility to develop its own website so that it would be more flexible and open to members to update their entries.  If the KIFF wished to choose its own web address, there would be a small cost -it was confirmed that the Council could fund this.  The Forum thanked Anthony for his investigations and accepted his offer to progress this initiative.  Anthony would email members with potential names for the website.   In addition, it was reported that assistance had been offered to produce a leaflet of places of worship which would be based on information from the SACRE databank, which was currently being updated for the year.








Action: Action: AF and JC
5.4
New meeting format – (ref Minute 7)  
The two part agenda had been introduced as agreed at the previous meeting.  The Forum had also requested that consideration be given to a room layout which would facilitate closer working of the faith group members on the Forum.  The Chair and Vice Chairs had considered several options for new seating arrangements but had considered that the current arrangement (of a circle / square of tables and chairs for up to 40 attendees) was the most suitable. The Forum agreed that this seating arrangement could continue to be used for the new two-part meeting.
5.5
IFN UK membership –(ref Minute 9) It had been agreed at the last meeting that the Forum would apply for membership of the Inter Faith Network for the UK.  The Forum formally endorsed the IFN UK’s constitution document  (‘Building Good Relations with People of Different Faiths and Beliefs’).  









Action: JC


5.6
Things that make for peace – 6 July Malden Centre -(ref Minute 11.2) Revd Bruce Stuart reported back on this successful event which had been attended by the Mayor and provided the opportunity for approximately 60 members of different faith communities to meet each other.  Four speakers had addressed the event: Sheikh Abdessamad, Rabbi David Mason,  Mahendra Thakar and Revd Stephen Kuhrt.
5.7
Peace Week – vigil 10 September (– ref Minute 11.1)  At the time of the   last IFF meeting,  no information had received from the organisers of the London Week of Peace; however once notice was received that an event was being organised in Kingston, an email was sent in mid July inviting IFF members to participate.   Richard Dean reported back on the candlelit vigil in the market square in Kingston which had been organised by Sacred Space, Kingston (a partnership of churches and Christian organisations) in collaboration with the Safer Kingston Partnership. 
The event had gone well, with an opening address from his Worshipful the Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, Councillor Shiraz Mirza, and prayers and reflections from 10 representatives (together with children and young people) of different faith communities (Sheikh Abdessamad, Gillian Ashmore for the Quakers, Mike Thakar,  Amarjit Kaur Channi, , Tony & Jenny Lobl, Dianne Mahboubi,  Revd Seok-hee Lee, Robert Markless of the Liberal Synagogue and Revd Jonathan Wilkes), together with John Azah of Kingston Race Equality Council.  The event had concluded with an opportunity for participants to meet each other over refreshments at the spiritual art exhibition in All Saints Church. Copies of the texts and photos of the event were available to view at the IFF meeting. 
 A request had been received from the SW London Humanist group to be invited to participate in such peace events being organised in the borough in future; the Forum indicated that this would cause no problem for the Forum’s participation in such events.  It was requested that the organisers also invite the Kingston Peace Council to participate in the event next year.  Concerns about the inconvenience of the date of the event had been conveyed to the Londonwide organisers but the date had probably been set to commemorate ‘9/11’ each year.









Action: RD










CM (CSU) to note
5.8 George Alagiah lecture 26 October  (- ref Minute 15.2)
This lecture which would be based on George Alagiah’s new book ‘Home from Home’ had been organised by Kingston University as part of their Unity Week and tickets would be available for £10 from Waterstone’s bookshop.  Unfortunately the event would coincide with the World Week of Peace event being hosted by the Baha’i community at the Shiraz Mirza Hall on the same evening, to which Forum members were also invited.  

5.9 
Membership – (ref Minute 8)  - see notes above for Part 1 of the agenda.
5.10
Get to know Quakers week 23-30 September – several members of the Forum had attended the events throughout the week  organised by the Kingston Quakers.
6.
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2008 – SUNDAY 27 JANUARY 2008




Jan Stow (Chair of the Working Group), who was currently in the midst of organising Unity Week for Kingston University, had sent apologies for the meeting.  The Chair  reported that negotiations were ongoing for a marquee for the event, so attendees should dress up warmly for the event.











Action: JS/HMD WG
7. 
PLANNING FOR NEXT SEMINAR




APPENDIX C
Reverend Bruce Stuart had provided notes on ideas for possible future seminars, suggesting the themes of ‘Unity, Diversity and Cohesion’ and ‘Theatre’.  It was thought that it would be good to have an IFF seminar in the new Rose Theatre itself, so this was chosen as the topic for the first seminar.  The Forum agreed that a working group of Revd. Stuart, Rashid Ali Laher, Dianne Mahboubi and Fleur Standring would take forward planning the seminars for 2008/09 (which might include more in-depth discussion of the topic of ‘God / the divine’ which had been explored in Part 1 of the meeting).  An item would be included on the agenda of the next meeting to agree the themes and dates of these seminars.








       Action:  BS/RL/DM/FS









JC (agenda / venue)

8.  
SINGLE GROUP FUNDING 





APPENDIX D
Reverend Bruce Stuart had requested that an extract from ‘Our Shared Future’ (the report of the Commission on Integration and Cohesion) be circulated because of his concerns about the possible result that single faith /ethnic groups in RBK might lose grant funding. (The Commission recommends that funding to community groups should be rebalanced towards those that promote integration and cohesion, and single group funding should be the exception rather than the rule for both Government and external funders.)
 It was recognised that some single faith / ethnic groups might not yet be sufficiently established and confident to undertake wider inter faith or  community cohesion activity, and might need continued funding to give time develop towards outreach.  On the other hand, it was commented that it was understandable if the Government wished to prioritise the targeting of public funding to those activities which promoted community cohesion, and single faith /ethnic groups did not necessarily have to rely on public funding. 
It was regretted, however, that no funding had been provided for an inter faith school (for Jewish, Christian and Muslim children), even though single faith schools were receiving funding.  Rashid Laher described barriers which he had encountered in trying to access funding from the Government Office for London for bridge building activity with Safer Neighbourhood Teams. 
It was agreed that the Chair would draft a response in consultation with Reverend Bruce Stuart to convey the Forum’s comments to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government.










Action: RDR /JC
9.
WIDER DISSEMINATION OF IFF INFORMATION TO FAITH COMMUNITIES

Edith Jayne raised a query as to how the Forum could ensure that news about its events and activities is disseminated more widely to faith communities.  It was recognised that not all faith community leaders and members had time or inclination to attend such events or receive information about them.  (It was also important to be realistic about how many events members of the Forum themselves could attend.)  Consideration would be given to how to convey information to the other free churches and the Anglican churches.  Anthony Freedman suggested that, when the IFF website was developed, this would be a way for such news of events and activities to be publicised to the wider community (and commented that the Kingston, Surbiton & District Synagogue in addition to its website also had an electronic newsletter which it sent out).









Action: BS & MB
10.
PANEL VISITS TO SCHOOLS
The Forum was asked to endorse an approach for planning panel visits to schools: 3 schools had been suggested and the visits would then be rolled out to other schools, with Revd Bruce Stuart leading a multi faith panel to Coombe Girls School, Revd Stan Brown leading a panel for Hollyfield School and Rabbi David Mason leading a panel for Southborough School.  There would be a guarantee of a minimum of three faiths represented in the panels and the aim would be to achieve a balance different traditions.









Action:  BS / DM / SB

 









JC (letter)
11.
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS
a)
The arrangements for the next meeting would be as follows:

Wednesday 23 January 2008 – (venue: the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, 









Kingston)
· 10.00am Matters of specific concern to the faith communities* 

· 10.45am Matters of general concern to all members of the Forum 

- Rabbi David Mason to give the reflection
b)
The arrangements for preparation of the agenda were agreed as follows:

· 
notification to clerk of suggestions for items by Wed. 2 January 2008 please
· draft agenda to Chair and Vice Chairs by Mon. 7/1 for comments by Fri 11/1

· agenda finalising Mon 14/1

· agenda despatch Tue 15/1/08
c) It was agreed to receive at the next meeting an annual schedule of 
provisional dates for members’ diaries.

d) The following meeting would be held on Thursday 10 April 2008 in the late afternoon – time and venue to be confirmed.
12.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
12.1 
 Inter Faith Remembrance event 11 November 4pm Kingston Mosque 
organised by the South London Inter Faith Group (SLIFG)
The SLIFG has invited the KIFF to send representatives to an inter faith remembrance event which this year is being hosted in this borough, at Kingston Mosque.  In addition to Rashid Laher, it was agreed that the Forum would be represented by Rabbi Danny Rich, Reverend Stan Brown and a Sikh representative.   Representatives would be asked to provide a prayer, reading or reflection for up to 3 minutes at this event. 

12.2 Festivals of the Faiths’ Calendar 2008  Fleur Standring recommended the 
Kingston Race Equality Council 2008 ‘Festivals of the Faiths Calendar’.

[Post meeting note: Order forms (on the KIFF website:  http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingston-inter-faith/news/ ) to Kingston Racial Equality Council, Neville House, 55 Eden Street, Kingston, Surrey, KT1 1BW. Cost £5.00 including postage and packing -cheques payable to ‘Kingston Racial Equality Council’). ]  



[It was noted that a multi faith list of religious dates (not related to the KREC calendar) - which had been circulated to the Forum by a Forum member - had a number of anomalies or omissions.  One approach which had been taken by one Forum member was to contact the sender of the list to explain the situation from their own faith perspective, which can be a way (when undertaken with politeness and sensitivity) of developing genuine and practical inter faith dialogue.  The Chair reminded Members that the Forum had been agreed that members could email each other with information.]  

12.3 Child Protection briefing ‘ Safeguarding Children – Everyone’s Responsibility’ Fleur Standring reported that she had attended the briefing on child protection to which Forum members had been invited which was held on 25 September 2007. The aim of the briefing is to develop awareness about every citizen’s responsibility towards vulnerable children and to encourage appropriate reporting of concerns about children who may be vulnerable, in need or suffering abuse or neglect.   One message from the briefing was that ordinary people should not be afraid of reporting concerns that they might have, as reports would be dealt with in confidence and with the child’s and family’s best interests in mind.  
[Post meeting note: This briefing session is likely to be repeated in the future– faith community leaders might like to note a contact for these:  Carol Wicks, Workforce Development, Room 208, Guildhall 1, Kingston KT1 1EU,  tel 020 8547 6092  fax 020 8547 6036 Carol.W@rbk.kingston.gov.uk]
12.4 public lecture at Kingston University
Rashid Ali Laher reported his concerns about a lecture which was planned to be held at Kingston University, (was similar to one which had been planned for Kingston Grammar School) which might encourage unhelpful attitudes in relation to Christian – Muslim relations.  Rashid explained the importance of trying to deter ‘mischief making’ by any groups in the local community.  Revd Stan Brown was in close communication with 
Kingston Mosque about this matter.

13.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The following list of information (about events or resources) which has been 
received by the clerk were noted:

1.
Notes of the Borough Deans meeting on 18/9/07 had been circulated and copies were available at the meeting.

2.
50th anniversary of opening of Kingston, Surbiton and District Synagogue on 9 July 1957 – The Forum congratulated to Kingston Synagogue on its 50th anniversary which had been celebrated with a visit by the Chief Rabbi, MPs and the Mayor of RBK.
3.
Kingston Mosque Heritage Open Days including Holy Quran exhibition 10-12 September – a very successful initiative.
4.
14/10 South London Inter Faith Group meeting – Revd Bruce Stuart had attended.
5.
Baha’i event to mark World Week of Peace Friday 26/10 7pm Shiraz  Mirza Hall, Norbiton, Kingston – Dianne Mahboubi was organising.
6.
‘Skill Boosters’ range of training DVDs on diversity issues, including one on ‘Religion and Belief: respecting and accommodating faith and belief in the workplace’ (free-trial copy available for more information: tel 020 7357 6444 email:skillboosters@bdpmedia.com www.skillboosters.com) 

7.
Kingston Mental Health Carers’ Forum (supports those caring for people with mental health problems) sent for information to IFF: Contact: 07983 063578 (24hrs ansaphone) email: info@kmhcf.org.uk www.kmhcf.org.uk
8.
Publicity received about ‘Christians Aware’ range of books, mainly for Christians, providing information for meeting and understanding people of other faiths e.g. ‘Faith Offerings’  ‘Meeting Buddhists’ ‘Meeting Hindus’ etc contact 0116 254 0770 (2, Saxby Street, Leicester) 

9.
‘Faith and voluntary action: an overview of current evidence and debates’ published by NCVO (National Council for Voluntary Organisations) June 2007 chapters include on ‘Faith as a motivation for voluntary action’ ‘Faith-based organisations as service providers’ with bibliography and useful weblinks for statistics and organisations. Contact: 020 7713 6161 email: ncvo@ncvo-vol.org.uk www.ncvo-vol.org.uk
10.
Art and Spirituality Network event at the Friends Meeting House on 10 November 2007 –  details from the Quakers had been circulated to the Forum by email (workshop 10.00am – 4.30pm Friends Meeting House, 78 Eden Street, Kingston) artandspirituality@gmail.com
11.
Copy of speech on elder abuse to NPC Conference May 2007 by local resident, Joe Xavier, passed to the clerk for the IFF’s attention

12.
On a lighter note: Dharma The Cat's "Philosophy With Fur" is an interactive blog, with a new spiritual cartoon posted each Sunday night, at www.DharmaTheCatCartoons.com/blog .    Commentaries on the issues raised by each cartoon include Baha'i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Interfaith, Islamic, Jewish, Pagan (Wicca) and Taoist.  Visitors' comments are welcome.

13.
Multifaiths Resource calendar Book (52 pages) available from Sept/Oct 2007 www.multifaiths.com http://multifaiths.com/bookdetails.aspx?  Or contact Mahendra Hirani  M: 0794 020 6978  email: hirani@multifaiths.com
14.
Self assessment: a new RBK service for older people and those with disabilities to assess themselves online for equipment that may help them (e.g. transport, social activities, hearing aids, grab rails, tap turners, hand magnifiers, pick up sticks, stools, kettle tippers etc).  Posters and leaflets available online or paper copies.  Contact Chris Jones Project Officer, tel: 020 8547 4668 email: chris.jones@rbk.kingston.gov.uk
15.
‘Using Technology for Community Groups’ (Community Development Foundation) A guide and learning programme for professionals and volunteers supporting small groups, and community groups with practical tips, tools, resources & case studies for getting the most from ICT for a community group 90pp ISBN 978-1-901974-78-2 £9.95
16.
copies provided of a letter from the Rt Hon. Hazel Blears MP (Secretary of State for the Department of Communities and Local Government)  to Darra Singh (Chair of the Commission on Integration and Cohesion) giving the Government response to his Commission’s report ‘Sharing our Future’

17.
Dianne Mahboubi had requested all faith communities pray for the monks of Myanmar (Burma).

18.
Copies provided of the October ‘Bulletin from the Faiths Forum for London.

19.
Copies of leaflet provided about the 10 week course(‘Valuing Difference and Building Communities’) reported at the June meeting funded by the Home Office, the Centre for Jewish Christian Relations (CJCR) and Centre for the study of Muslim-Jewish Relations (CMJR) on Diversity & Interfaith dialogue in Greater London an interfaith educational programme– course beginning on Tuesday 13 November – finishing Tuesday 29 January 2008 - contact: Trisha Kessler t.kessler@cjcr.cam.ac.uk  tel 01223 742352 (e-learning course with 3 seminars on 13/11, 11/12,29/1 at 7-9pm at 173 Euston Road opposite Euston Station).
The meeting ended at 5.55pm
ANNEX

A short note of Reverend Bruce Stuart’s brief summary of Christian beliefs about God

The Trinity: 

The Christians believe in God in three natures: as Creator - the world is an outpouring of God’s love; as Christ, the Son of God and Messiah, by which Christians come to terms with the dilemma of sinfulness which separates from God; and as the Holy Spirit which gives awareness of God, which renews and brings forgiveness – through which God moves in mysterious ways.

God: separate or involved in the world: 

At different times in the history of Christianity, different models of God’s relationship to the world and mankind have had influence; for example in St Thomas Aquinas’ theology in the 13th century CE, beliefs about God’s omniscience, omnipotence and omnipresence emphasised God’s otherness,  while on the other hand St Francis of Assissi’s ministry, expressed the intimacy of God’s involvement with his creation in phrases such as ‘brother sun, sister moon’.  The image of the Holy Family was another way of emphasising God’s togetherness with mankind. The model God as King, can be contrasted with the more pietistic approach which urges the believer to look within their heart for God.  
Following the horrors of two world wars in the 20th century, the importance of a personal relationship with Jesus as Saviour took precedence in evangelical and fundamentalist approaches which emphasise the second and third persons of the Trinity.  Another post war approach is the model of God as liberator (for example in churches suffering social injustice).

