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ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES

INTER FAITH FORUM

Notes of the meeting held on 16 January 2007 at 4.00 – 5.30pm
in the Queen Anne Suite, Guildhall, Kingston
Present
Local Faith Group Representatives

Rev Amanda Beck

Church of England
Rev Bruce Stuart

United Reformed Church
Rabbi David Mason

Kingston Orthodox Synagogue

Anthony Freedman

Kingston & District Orthodox Synagogue

Fleur Standring

Kingston Liberal Synagogue
Edith Jayne


Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

Valerie Savage

Christian Science Church

Dianne Mahboubi

Bahai’s of Kingston

Nazim Ghauri

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community

Joanne Efstathiou

Greek Orthodox Church, Kingston
Local Organisation Representatives

Rev. Stan Brown (Vice Chair)  Kingston University

Ben Rowe


Kingston College

Veronica Attah

KCIL

Bob Bailey


Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness

Inspector Rupert Marsh
Kingston Police

Gerald Cohen

SACRE

Rev. Jacky Bone

Chaplain, Kingston and Wimbledon YMCA

Rev Chris Hollingshurst
Mayor’s Chaplain
Mike Thakar


Sarvoday Hindu Association

Andrew Bessant 

Royal Borough of Kingston

Marian Morrison

Royal Borough of Kingston

In attendance:

Laura Nicholson

Chief Superintendent, Kingston Police Station


Paul Jacobs


Street Pastors, Kingston Co-ordinator

Sarah Thorley

South London Inter Faith Group


Farideh Goharriz

Bahai’s of Kingston

Norah Mullin


Christian Science Church
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Rev Stan Brown, Vice Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting, including Sarah Thorley representing the South London Inter Faith Group.  
2.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Rabbi Danny Rich, Chair, Jan Stow, Vice Chair, and Tammy Rich (both from Kingston University), Adam Pamment, Phraku Samu Lom, Buddhapadipa Temple, Wimbledon, Sydney Assor, Rashid Laher and Lally Malik. 
3.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIRS
In the absence of Rabbi Danny Rich, Chair, and Jan Stow, Vice Chair, it was agreed that this item to appoint a Chair and Vice Chair be deferred to the next meeting.

4.
REFLECTIVE THOUGHT


Rev. Amanda Beck gave the Reflective Thought and referred to one of the miracles of Jesus Christ – the turning of water into wine.  She described how at a wedding, the wine had run out.  Jesus directed that seven very tall water jars be filled with water and this was turned into an enormous quantity of wine.  Rev. Beck said that this was a story of abundance – water, an essential to life, was turned into abundant luxury.  Abundance is a joy to be celebrated.  Rev. Beck questioned whether each of our faiths celebrated abundance and flowed outwards to others around us.
(Subsequent to the meeting Dianne Mahboubi offered to lead the reflective thought for the next meeting.)
5.
NOTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – Appendix A

The notes of the meeting held on 31 October 2006 were agreed as a correct record following the amendment of an error on page 6 where 250th anniversary should read 350th.

6.
MATTERS ARISING

a) Youth Conference 28 February – Appendix B
It was noted that the response from schools had improved since last reported and that the conference was now oversubscribed.
b) Mental Health and Diversity Seminar 5 December
Rev Beck reported that this had been very successful. Discussions were helpful and a number of contacts made.  There were one or two learning points, notably catering and discussion group size.  
c)
Membership – representation of young people (Kingston Youth Council)

There was no further news on this, although the question had been followed up.
7.
KINGSTON STREET PASTORS
Paul Jacobs from the Street Pastors Kingston outlined this new Christian initiative originally launched in Brixton in 2002. He described the uniform and equipment carried routinely including rubber gloves, wet wipes, space blanket, plus details of other agencies which may be helpful including the Samaritans and drug treatment and support.
In Kingston the Pastors care for vulnerable younger people emerging from the major night clubs, pubs and clubs in Kingston.  Help can range from simply walking them to a taxi to removing bottles which could be used as weapons and diffusing conflict situations.  The initiative was launched in June 2006 with 22 volunteers who underwent a 12 week training course, one day per week.  They are normally on duty Friday and Saturday night from 10pm to 4am, each volunteer covering 2 nights per month.
Paul Jacobs said that they would be happy to work with other faiths.

Laura Nicholson, the recently appointed Kingston Borough Commander said that the number of violent offences in Kingston during the Christmas period had halved compared to last year.  Due in part to  a range of initiatives including the Street Pastors, Town Centre, Safer Neighbourhoods and the Local Authority.

The Chair thanked Paul Jacobs for his interesting talk.

8.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR COMMEMORATING HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2007 – SUNDAY 28 JANUARY
An outline of the programme for this year’s public Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration was tabled, broadly following the pattern of last year’s i.e. a short Service commencing at 2.30pm and led by Rabbis Danny Rich and David Mason by the tree planted last year, followed by speaker and a video on this year’s theme in the Queen Anne Suite at the Guildhall.
Two performances of MeWe’s production of a play entitled “And then they came for Me” will take place on Thursday 25 January in Kingston and a flyer was circulated. The Mayor was particularly thanked for her involvement in arranging this.

On Monday 29 January the two Synagogues will be holding seminars for school children from the Borough (years 8, 9 and 10) which will include a video and workshops.  
9.
REVIEW OF FAITH IN CIVIC LIVE – Appendix C
Rev. Chris Hollingsworth, the Mayor’s Chaplain and one of the members of the Review Group, outlined the purpose and achievements of the Review.  It was hoped that future Mayors would take this forward.  Three services had been arranged and a poster circulated including the following details:
· Liberal Jewish Synagogue – 11.00am on Saturday 27 January

· Kingston Mosque – 12 noon on Friday 2 February

· St. Paul’s C of E Church, Hook, 10.00am on Sunday 18 February.
It was hoped to hold a Festival of Faiths on 24 June if the CDF funding bid is successful.

In response to a question about the likelihood of this initiative continuing, Andrew Bessant stated that it would depend on the future Mayors, and that he would encourage this.

Rev Bruce Stuart drew attention to the event on Friday 6 July at 6.30 at the Malden Centre Bladdon Road, New Malden.  In the past a Civic Service had been held at the Methodist Church and this year’s event would take place under the auspices of Churches together in new Malden.  The four main faiths would participate and the theme would be “The things that make for Peace”.

10.
CONSULTATION BY THE COMMISSION ON INTEGRATION AND COHESION – Appendix D

The report outlined a consultation being undertaken by the Commission on Integration and Cohesion which was seeking views particularly on steps that can be taken to make communities more cohesive and integrated places to live in.  A range of questions had been drawn up particularly for faith communities and the Forum was asked to discuss some of these to enable a response to be forwarded, meeting the deadline of 19 January.

The response, reflecting discussions at the meeting, and sent to the Commission is attached at Annex 1.

11.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were noted:

A)
RBK/Borough Deans’ meeting – the next meeting will take place on Tuesday 6 March 2007 at 7.00pm at the Guildhall.   

B)
Muslims in London Report, the Mayor of London
http://www.london.gov.uk/gla/publications/equalities/muslims-in-london.rtf
C)
Inter Faith Network for the UK



The following reports can be viewed at
http://www.interfaith.org.uk/publications/index.htm
· 2005/06 Annual Review

· Women’s Inter Faith Initiatives in the UK – A survey

12.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place on Tuesday 27 March at 4.00pm in the Queen Anne Suite at the Guildhall.

13.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A)
Save the World Club – Community Mosaics – Fleur Standring drew attention to a new project proposal to develop an Inter Faith Mosaic for Kingston.  She asked whether this could perhaps be a business item at the next meeting.
b)
Inter Faith Mapping Project – Sara Thorley indicated that she had recently undertaken a Inter Faith mapping project and her report would be available in May. She added that she was very impressed with the Forum.
Annex 1
RESPONSE TO COMMISSION ON INTEGRATION AND COHESION

Kingston Inter Faith Forum considered the questions for Faith Community Organisations at their meeting yesterday and the following comments were made by individual members based on their experiences gained during their membership of the IFF:

· The IFF has built links in communities so that that at times of problem events such as terrorism and other serious events affecting people and communities there are established paths for networking. The IFF also provides a vehicle for communities to express their concern and to feel supported, depending on the circumstances. It also enables the celebration of happier events too and in so doing enables communities to draw together.  IFF also has an educative role.

· The IFF has enabled the various local faith ministers to meet, develop relationships and understanding and this is very important in dealing with problems.  This learning may not have happened so easily without the IFF.

· In general, nationally, much has been done to improve cohesion but integration was still a difficult area and requires continuing attention.  It cannot be forced.

· Language is a barrier for good integration and the member who raised this point felt that there was a need for residents for whom English was a second language to learn English more rapidly. He also drew attention to a possible negative impression created of exclusion arising from people speaking in other languages rather than English. It takes time to learn English and information in other languages is important to ensure and enable appropriate access to a range of health and community services.

· The IFF is very good at encouraging and enabling contacts between different faith community groups at various events, but much more needs to be done to enable people to regularly meet each other and improve integration.

· The annual IFF seminar in Kingston provides a good opportunity to enable different faith representatives to come together and discuss things from different perspectives.

· Should the IFF be influencing the Local Authority's policy?

· More needed to be done to enable the "chattering classes" to debate multiculturalism and integration.

· There was a need to find/formulate respectful ways for discussion of areas where we profoundly disagree.

The Kingston Inter Faith Forum Mission statement and objectives was attached to the response.
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