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ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES

INTER FAITH FORUM

Notes of the meeting held on 27 March 2007 at 3.45 – 5.30pm
in the Queen Anne Suite, Guildhall, Kingston
Present
Local Faith Group Representatives

Rabbi Danny Rich

Kingston Liberal Synagogue (Chair)
PKS Lom


Buddhapadipa Temple

Rev Amanda Beck

Church of England
Rev Bruce Stuart

United Reformed Church
Rabbi David Mason

Kingston & District Orthodox Synagogue

Anthony Freedman

Kingston & District Orthodox Synagogue

Fleur Standring

Kingston Liberal Synagogue
Rashid Laher


Kingston Mosque
Edith Jayne


Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

Dianne Mahboubi

Baha’is of Kingston
Valerie Savage

Christian Science Church
Jenny Lobl


Christian Science Church
Nazim Ghauri

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
Lally Malik


Ahmadiyya Muslim Community (Vice Chair)
Joanne Efstathiou

Greek Orthodox Church, Kingston
Adam Pamment

Kingston Pagan Moot
Sydney Assor

Surrey Three Faiths Forum

Amarjeet Kaur Chani
Sikh Community

Local Organisation Representatives

Rev. Stan Brown 

Kingston University (Vice Chair)  
Jan Stow


Kingston University (Vice Chair)

Tammy Rich 


Kingston University
Veronica Attah

KCIL

Bob Bailey


Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness

Gerald Cohen

SACRE

Rev. Jacky Bone

Chaplain, Kingston and Wimbledon YMCA

Mike Thakar


Sarvoday Hindu Association

David Thompson

Kingston Youth Council

Andrew Bessant 

Royal Borough of Kingston

Marian Morrison

Royal Borough of Kingston

In attendance:


Rev Seok Hee-Lee

Korean Chaplain, Christ Church New Malden

Graham Mann-Smith 
Youth Participation Officer, RBK

Eric Bramstead

Merton Inter Faith Forum

Jo Keogh


Crisis Intervention Worker, Kingston Police
Rachel Porter

Kingston Police

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Rabbi Danny Rich, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting and especially Adam Pamment, David Thompson and Mrs. Amarjeet Kaur Chani, to their first meeting of the Forum.  It was suggested that it would be helpful to have name badges at future meetings.
2.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Rev Chris Hollingshurst, Imam Shahid Hussein, Rev Regula Hug, Rev Grant Holmes, Sandy Cragg and Richard Dean. 
4.
REFLECTIVE THOUGHT


Dianne Mahboubi from the Baha’i community delivered the Reflective Thought focussing on the role faith can play in social cohesion and to bring about religious and racial unity by identifying the spiritual values which people of different faiths have in common and particularly, love, forgiveness and peace.    She concluded by quoting from the founder of the Baha’i faith.  Baha’u’llah said “The earth is but one country and humankind is its citizens”.
3.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIRS

It was agreed that Rabbi Danny Rich be appointed as Chair for the following 12 months there being no other nominations for this position.

Following the completion of ballot papers for the two positions of Vice Chair by the faith groups represented at the meeting, it was agreed that as there was a tie for the second position, that the following three members be appointed as Vice Chairs:

Lally Malik, Jan Stow and Rev Stan Brown

It was also agreed that an amendment to the working arrangements would be made at the next meeting to accommodate this change. 

4.
NOTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – Appendix A

The notes of the meeting held on 16 January 2007 were agreed as a correct record.

5.
MATTERS ARISING

Rabbi Danny Rich reported that he had attended the three Civic Services held recently.  Successful Holocaust Memorial Day and Youth Conference Events had also taken place with the help of Forum members.  He had also participated at the Service on Sunday 25 March beginning a series of local events related to this year’s bicentenary of the Abolition of slavery.  
6.
MEMBERSHIP
The following were agreed as members of the Forum:
David Thompson - Kingston Youth Council representative, and
Charanjit Singh Makan and Mrs. Amarjeet Kaur Chani representing the Sikh community.
The need for a Catholic member of the Forum was noted.

7.
PRESENTATION FROM THE COMMUNITY SAFETY UNIT ON HATE CRIME AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Jo Keogh and Rachel Porter from Kingston Police gave a presentation on the above topic.  Crime Support Units were set up in the late 90s in response to the MacPherson Inquiry into the death of Stephen Lawrence.  Each Borough within the Metropolitan Police Force now has a Crime Support unit.  The aim is to support the vulnerable members of society in relation to racial, homophobic and domestic violence incidents.  The Unit works in partnership with other agencies, including KREC, RBK, particularly Housing and also Victim Support.  The team is composed of 6 Sergeants, 8 Investigation Officers plus Jo Keogh, Crisis Intervention Worker.  In the past year the number of incidents was as follows:
Domestic violence
1509

Racial


228

Homophobic

25.

The number of incidents does not represent the number of actual crimes committed, which is far less.  The aim is to build confidence in the community to engage with people and encourage reporting of incidents.  Domestic violence has a high incidence and 1 in 4 women and 1 in 8 men experience it at some time.  Locally a Domestic Violence “One-stop-Shop” is held on Monday mornings at the Baptist Church, Union Street, Kingston between 9.30am and 12.30pm.  Advice is available on victim support, solicitors, drug and alcohol counselling and Police officer support is also available.
The presentation also covered work underway in relation to honour-based crime and forced marriages. Forum members may be approached for advice on any of these issues.
Rabbi Danny Rich drew attention to the importance of members taking back information to the various faith communities to enable people who need this type of support to gain access. Copies of the presentation would be circulated to Members.

(Further information can be obtained from:

Jo Keogh, Crisis Intervention Officer, Community Safety Unit - 0208 721 5857 and 07917 271 549
Rachael Porter, Detective Inspector, Community Safety Unit - 0208 721 5852.)
8.
THE MET’S COP CARD SCHEME FOR 11 YEAR OLDS IN 

Appendix B

CHESSINGTON
Rev Jacky Bone outlined this scheme which was introduced last year by the Chessington Safer Neighbourhoods Team aimed at the 200 or so 11 year olds in Chessington primary schools. The aim is to encourage familiarisation between children and the Police and introducing them to a range of activities which they may not have tried in the past.  It was also stated that the scheme had helped to reduce the size of a local gang from about 65 members to just 12. This year the scheme is introducing introduced a “Faith“ sticker and the Police are seeking the help of the Inter Faith Forum in enabling the sticker to be earned particularly as there are only Christian places of worship in the Chessington.  
It was agreed that the Forum would arrange for members to be present to speak to young people and their parents at the Hook Centre on Sunday 10 June between 2pm and 4pm.

9.
REPORT OF THE YOUTH CONFERENCE 28 FEBRUARY 2007
Appendix C
Rev Stan Brown introduced a very comprehensive report on the successful Youth Conference held last month attended by 70+ sixth formers from 5 secondary schools in Kingston.  It was supported by a grant from the Faith Communities Capacity Building Fund and organised jointly between the SACRE and the IFF with considerable officer support from Jean Cousens, Democratic Support Officer.  The original concept stemmed from the SACRE which had wished to increase youth participation at the annual SACRE lecture.  The format of the conference was based on the “Question Time” concept and chaired by Edward Davey MP and the Mayor.  The report identified key successes plus learning points.  
Rev Stan Brown thanked Jean Cousens and Marilyn Mason for their considerable work on this project.  

10.
REVIEW OF FAITH AND CIVIC LIVE 




Appendix D
A brief report outlined the achievements of the Mayor’s Faith and Civic Life initiative during 2006/07.  Three Civic Services were held early in 2007 at the Liberal Jewish Synagogue, the Mosque and St. Paul’s Hook, the Mayor’s own church.  The Mayor would like to see this initiative continue into the next Mayoral year and beyond and hopes that the IFF will encourage this.  A Festival of Faiths had been proposed as part of this initiative and funding sought from the Faith Capacity Building Fund.  Unfortunately the bid was unsuccessful due to an overwhelming number of bids made.
11.
GOVERNMENT FOR LONDON BID – PLACES OF WORSHIP LEAFLET

It was reported that RBK had been successful in obtaining maximum funding (£950) for the development of a leaflet detailing places of worship in Kingston. This would be produced in conjunction with updating the SACRE places of worship databank.  Rev Stan Brown indicated that Kingston University had some information about places of worship on its website and there was a possibility that a web project could emerge from this initiative.
12.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were noted:

A)
The Sacred Texts exhibition at the British Library beginning on 26 April until September 2007 – the possibility of a group visit and or holding the next IFF meeting there would be explored.  Further details can be found on:

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/features/sacred/events.html
B)
Notes of the RBK/Borough Deans’ meeting held on 6 March 2007

C)
Thursday Lunchtime Lent talks at Kingston Parish Church 
D)
Transport for London’s (TfL) Faith Equality Scheme – this was launched on 27 March and further details have been requested.
E)
London Peace Week – 9th -16th September 2007 – further details will be available at the next meeting.
F)
Real World people Conference – it was noted that this was being postponed from September 2007 to July 2008.
12.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place either at the British Library or at the Liberal Jewish Synagogue in London on one of the following dates – 26, 27 or 28 Jun,  date to be advised.  Subsequently, Rabbi Rich asked for the meeting to take place on Tuesday 26 June at 10.30am at the Headquarters of Liberal Judaism, The Montague Centre 21 Maple Street, London W1T 4BE.  
Main switchboard 020 7580 1663.   (Nearest Tube stations, Googe Street and Warren Street.)
13.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A. Abolition of Slavery Information - Edith Jayne stated that the Quaker website had information which may be of interest to members:

http://www.quaker.org.uk/Shared_ASP_Files/UploadedFiles/423277BC-26F2-4F61-939A-E2C29AF28CF5_Abolition_Journeys.pdf
B. Save the World Club Mosaics  - Bernadette Vallely spoke briefly about the mosaic projects undertaken by this Group  in New Malden, Tolworth and Chessington and the possibility of an Inter Faith mosaic being developed.  Rev Amanda Beck and Lally Malik agreed to provide her with advice.

C. Art and spirituality network- this is organised by the Quakers and an event will be taking place in November.  Members may contact Edith Jayne for further details.
D. Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group 

The following members were appointed to the Working Group to commence work on next year’s event:

Rabbi David Mason or Anthony Freedman 

Jan Stow

Edith Jayne
Tammy Rich
E. “Things that make for Peace” multi faith event at the Malden Centre on Friday 6 July at 6.30pm.  This is part of the “Malden Fortnight”.
F. Mr. Nazim Ghauri reported that a very successful Ahamdiyya Muslim Event on the theme of “Peace” had taken place on Saturday 24 March attended by 300 guests.
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