PAGE  
I2

ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON UPON THAMES

INTER FAITH FORUM

Notes of the meeting held on 26 June 2007 at 10.30am 
in the Montagu Centre, 21 Maple Street, London W1T 4BE
Present
Local Faith Group Representatives

Rabbi Danny Rich

Kingston Liberal Synagogue (Chair)
Rev Amanda Beck

Church of England
Amarjit Kaur Channi

Sikh Community

Anthony Freedman

Kingston & District Orthodox Synagogue

Nazim Ghauri

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
Edith Jayne


Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

Rabbi David Mason

Kingston & District Orthodox Synagogue

Fleur Standring

Kingston Liberal Synagogue
Rev Bruce Stuart

United Reformed Church
Local Organisation Representatives

Jan Stow


Kingston University (Vice Chair)

Trevor Quy


Kingston Police
Tammy Rich 


Kingston University
David Thompson

Kingston Youth Council

In attendance:


Eric Bramstead

Merton Inter Faith Forum

Vicki Hutton

 
Youth Participation Officer, RBK

Jean Cousens

RBK Democratic Support
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Rabbi Danny Rich, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting which was being held in the headquarters of Liberal Judaism UK,  named after Lilly Montagu who had provided a social centre there for working girls.  (The meeting room itself was used as a synagogue for Shabbat afternoon prayers.).  The Chair introduced Tricia Kessler from the Centre for Jewish Christian Relations (CJCR) in Cambridge who had been invited to tell the Forum about an exciting pan-London project which the CJCR was developing for inter faith education .
2.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Sydney Assor, Veronica Attah, Andrew Bessant, Rev. Jacky Bone, Rev. Stan Brown, Gerald Cohen, Richard Dean, Shahid Ghauri, Matt Hatton, Rev Chris Hollingshurst, Rev Grant Holmes, Rev Regula Hug, Jenny Lobl, Dianne Mahboubi, Adam Pamment, Raju Pandya, Valerie Savage, Hamida Syed, and Mike Thakar.
3.
REFLECTIVE THOUGHT


Trisha Kessler of the CJCR described a new 10 week course entitled ‘Diversity & Interfaith in London’ which was to commence in November 2007, designed to  develop interfaith skills for those working with faith communities. 
 Funded by the Home Office, the Centre for the Study of Jewish-Christian Relations and the Centre for the Study of Muslim Jewish Relations, the course, which was free except for a £20 registration fee, would be taught by e-learning with 3 evening seminars likely to be held in the Friends House, Euston Road.  The course would be based on 3 modules: tools for interfaith dialogue, citizenship and inter faith relations (focussing on the Abrahamic faiths).  Those working in the public sector such as the police and teachers, and members of inter faith forums would be welcome to apply for the course.  The CJCR hoped that the course might be the basis from which the Centre would develop inter faith  work  in  the community in various London boroughs.  The South London forum was given as an example of an inter faith group which was already successful in reaching out to the public. 

Edith Jayne, Rabbi David Mason, Tammy Rich and David Thompson expressed interest in the course, subject to finding out more about the course content and tutors. (Trisha indicated that an exception might be made to the minimum age limit of 18).  Trisha could be contacted on 01223 742352 or t.kessler@cjcr.cam.ac.uk or CJCR, Wesley House, Jesus Lane, Cambridge CB5 8BJ.
4.
NOTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – Appendix A

The notes of the meeting held on 27 March 2007 were agreed, subject to the following amendments: (page A1) Sydney Assor should be listed under Local Organisation Representatives, (page A5) omit ‘Jewish’ in ‘Liberal Synagogue’, and (page A5) in the membership of Holocaust Memorial Day Working Group: ‘Rabbi David Mason (or, in his absence, Anthony Freedman)’.
5.
MATTERS ARISING

5.1
Mayoral Sunday – (ref. Minute 10) Rabbi Danny Rich reported on the Mayoral Sunday on 20 May 2007 which had, as a result of the Mayor’s Review of Faith and Civic Life, included reflections from  Jewish, Muslim, Sikh and Hindu perspectives (attended by members of the Forum including Sydney Assor, Amarjit Kaur Channi, Sheikh Abdes Samad, and Rabbi Danny Rich – the service being led by the Mayor’s Chaplains and Bishop Richard  of Kingston.  
5.2
CoP card scheme - (ref. Minute 8) The Forum noted the report provided by PC James Ellis of Chessington Police on the CoP card (Community or Police) scheme event held on 10 June 2007 at the Hook Centre attended by 42 children, which gave local children the opportunity to meet representatives from the different faiths for which they collected a ‘faith’ sticker on their CoP card.  Forum members who participated were Sydney Assor,  Rev Jacky Bone, Amarjit Kaur Channi,  Gerald Cohen, Shahid Ghauri and Dianne Mahboubi.  The event was seen as very worthwhile and suggestions for development next year included: structuring the round robin discussions in a timetable, bringing along some children representing the different faiths, and preparing a short 10 question quiz about what the children had learned during the event.  
The Police were asked to alert the Forum in good time before the event next year to allow a Working Group of members to meet to plan the Forum’s contribution.  Mrs Kaur Channi agreed to convene this working group. 








Action: RD (JE) / AKC
5.3 Places of worship leaflet - (ref Minute 11) £950 grant had been paid to RBK to cover the cost of printing these leaflets.  Vicki Hutton and David Thompson suggested that young people might be able to assist in the design and graphics for such a leaflet.  The Forum agreed that it would be useful to have an easily accessible leaflet available in information centres and for emergency services showing where different faith communities met, and that it would be important for this to be accurate and up-to-date.  Information about the Southampton City Council and Council of Faiths information pack was tabled by Edith Jayne as an example of what could be done.  In Kingston this information was currently available from a number of sources including the SACRE database (which was updated annually  and was a fairly lengthy document) and the Chaplaincy website.   
A helpful starting point would be if the KIFF website 
 http://www.kingston.gov.uk/community,_people_and_living/interfaith.htm  could be checked for accuracy and completeness by the next meeting (and regularly updated thereafter) by all faith community representatives.  Anthony Freedman indicated that it could be arranged for the website to be updated remotely.  

Action: 
· All faith group representatives to provide website updates by 16/10 
· AF to report back on 16/10 on how to progress website updating
· JC to update SACRE database by 16/10.
6.
AMENDMENT TO WORKING ARRANGEMENTS

At the last meeting it was agreed to appoint three Vice Chairs of the Inter Faith Forum.  The Forum agreed that  paragraph 5 of the Working Arrangements be amended accordingly as follows:

5.
Chair and Vice Chairs – The Forum will appoint a Chair and up to three Vice Chairs who will have a clear local connection with the Borough.  At least one of the positions will be occupied by a Faith Leader.  The Chair and Vice Chairs will be appointed annually and may be reappointed for a maximum continuous period of five years.
7.
PROPOSAL FOR NEW  MEETING FORMAT



Appendix B

At the March Forum meeting a suggestion had been made that, given the growing size of the forum and the pressure on business, separate sub meetings for the faith community representatives should be arranged.   A written proposal was subsequently provided by Anthony Freedman setting out how this suggestion could be progressed in line with the Mission Statement aim for the Forum to serve as a channel of communication and understanding between the various faith groups represented in the Borough.    
The chair and vice chairs met to look at the proposal and to consider ways in which business could be arranged to ensure that the distinctive voice of the faith communities is fully heard.  The Forum has successfully grown from a small initial partnership between RBK and a founding group of faith communities to a much larger and more complex body.  The importance was recognised of allowing time,  in addition to a busy agenda, for the kind of less formal dialogue which many faith communities prefer.
The Forum considered Anthony Freedman’s proposal for progressing separate meetings, and a paper from the Chair and Vice Chairs proposing  two-part meetings as follows: 

· the first part of the meeting would be used to allow discussion amongst the faith representatives primarily in three areas:-
a) consulting together on faith community responses to issues raised by the local authority and community organisations, or issues which the faith communities themselves wish to raise with the wider community.  Where responses are being sought specifically from the faith communities it will be easier and quicker to collate these in a smaller and less formal meeting.

b) business which may not be of specific interest to the local authority or community organisations 

c) Inter-faith dialogue between the faith communities.

· the second part of the meeting would include matters of concern to all members.  All members of the forum would be entitled to attend both parts of the meeting, but given the size of the Forum and the volume of business, community organisation representatives would be asked to understand that the faith communities sometimes need the opportunity to take counsel amongst themselves.  It is not intended to exclude any member of the Forum from Part 1 business, or to make Part 1 business confidential in any way.  The intention is threefold:  to make best use of the time given by community organisation representatives; to allow space for discussions which need to take place in more overtly religious terms; and to encourage the fullest participation from the faith communities.  

Following detailed consideration of various viewpoints, the Forum agreed  that 
1)
future meetings should have a two part agenda (as set out in the paper at 
Appendix  B of the agenda):

- Part 1 -  matters of specific concern to the faith communities.  


- Part 2 - matters of general concern to all members of the Forum.

2)
faith group leaders should be consulted up to  two weeks before agenda preparation to seek suggestions for the content for Part 1 of the agenda and consideration should be given to a room layout which would facilitate closer working of the faith group members on the Forum. 










Action: JC
8.
MEMBERSHIP 

8.1 Roman Catholic representation - It was agreed that Father Tony Charlton, RC Dean of Kingston, would be contacted to request that he arrange for a Roman Catholic representative to be nominated for the Forum.  











Action: JC
8.2
Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness  - It was noted that the new representative of the KCAH, following the retirement of Bob Bailey, would be Matt Hatton.   The Forum formally recorded thanks to Bob Bailey for his valuable work in Kingston.
8.3
Mayor’s Chaplains – It was noted that Revd Seok-hee Lee (representing the Korean community) had been appointed as one of the chaplains supporting the new Mayor, Councillor Shiraz Mirza, during 2007/08 and would therefore be invited to become an ex officio member of the Forum, if he wished.  The other three Mayor’s Chaplains are:   Rabbi David Mason representing the Jewish community, Sheikh Abdes Samad representing the Muslim community and Revd Jonathan Wilkes representing the Christian community.  The Mayor is also hoping to appoint a chaplain from the Hindu community.







Action: JC
9.
IFN UK MEMBERSHIP






Appendix C
An invitation to the Kingston Inter Faith Forum had been received in May to submit an application to join the Inter Faith Forum Network UK.   The IFN UK provides a valuable context for  local inter faith bodies to share their news and good practice and to discuss and find out more about issues of common concern.  Member local inter faith bodies contribute, in turn, to the strengthening of patterns of inter faith engagement through the Network's wider framework of membership which also includes national representative bodies from the Baha'i; Buddhist; Christian; Hindu; Jain; Jewish; Muslim; Sikh; and Zoroastrian communities; regional and national inter faith bodies; and academic institutions and educational bodies concerned with inter faith issues.  The IFN UK can give a nationwide response on current issues of inter faith relations.  

As applications were to be submitted by 18 June to the Network’s Executive Committee to make recommendations to the AGM in July, the Forum agreed to apply for membership in 2008 if it was too late to apply for 2007.  












Action: JC

10.
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2008




Appendix D
Jan Stow (Chair of the Working Group) reported on the first meeting (held on 21 June at the Kingston Synagogue) of the Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2008 Working Group.  Forum members were all asked to note the date of Sunday 27 January 2008 for HMD 2008, received briefing papers about the theme for 2008 ( 'IMAGINE...remember, reflect, react')  and were reminded that the aim of HMD was not only to remember the horror of genocides in the past but also to challenge hatred, discrimination and prejudice in the present.  

Although the Guildhall had been booked, it was hoped to plan an outdoor event near the memorial tree in Kingston, perhaps seeking sponsorship to hire a marquee and heating in order to open up the event to as many as possible.  Current plans included:

· liaison with Refugee Action in Kingston to learn more about those who had fled war torn countries to come to London, 
· showing films (for different audiences) such as Walk on Water, Paper Clips, Winter’s Children and Lessons from the Past (care would be taken to provide follow-up discussion or support, given the nature of some of these films).
· linking with an academic address or debate at the University.
· circulating information to schools, particularly those such as Tolworth Girls School which had given a significant profile to the day in 2007.  The website www.hmd.or.uk provided good educational resources
· there would be synagogue-based activities.    
The Working Group was requested to provide a skeleton format for the day as soon as possible, for publicity purposes.  
The Chair thanked Jan and the Working Group members (Edith Jayne, Rabbi David Mason and Tammy Rich) for their report.  


The Working Group would welcome other members of the IFF to join the Working 
Group. 







Action: HMD WG
11. 
PLANNING FOR OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS


1)
Peace Week – 9 – 16 September
There had been no available information about plans for the London Week of Peace 2007 on the Peace Alliance or Metropolitan Police Authority websites and the Week was scheduled on dates which would be difficult for Forum members, for example coinciding with Rosh Hashanah.  The Forum therefore agreed not to prioritise this as an event for which the Forum would organise activities, though individual groups might link their activities to the date chosen.

2)
Things that make for peace – 6 July Malden Centre

Reverend Bruce Stuart reported on an event for faith communities being held under the auspices of ‘Churches Together in New Malden’ as part of the Malden Fortnight in which it was planned that there would be representatives from four traditions: Rev Stephen Kuhrt, Rabbi David Mason, Sheikh Abdes Samad, and Mahendra Thakar – who would read from their sacred texts and comment on the readings.  This would be followed by a buffet meal.  All IFF members were invited.
12.
UPDATE ON FUTURE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR THE FORUM












Appendix E

Jean Cousens would be covering the clerking of the Forum, pending the filling of two current vacancies in Democratic Support, after which some of Jean’s present duties will be reallocated to allow her to service the Inter Faith Forum meetings on a permanent basis.  The Forum noted that there was no RBK resource to service Forum working groups or organise Forum activities and therefore the Forum agreed arrangements as set out in Appendix E to ensure that Forum members prioritised at each meeting those activities for which working group members could be identified to lead, organise and take responsibility for the chosen activity.












All to note
13.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were noted:

A) Civic launch of Global Arts textile artwork in the Mayor’s Parlour, Guildhall – 23 April 2007  [Annex 1]
B) Kingston Liberal Synagogue event celebrated 40th anniversary (Reverend Amanda Beck and Nazim Ghauri were nominated to attend as IFF representatives – 29 April 2007 
C) ‘Dignity of Difference’ report on the 2007 Holocaust Memorial Day – a – extract summarising Kingston  events – reference copy  available on request  [Annex 2] .

D) ‘Improved Understanding of South London’s multi faith situation’ by Sarah Thorley – extracts of a report which features the work of the KIFF  and was launched at a South London Inter Faith Group (SLIFG) conference on 19 May 2007 which Rashid Laher and Revd Bruce Stuart attended  - reference copies were available at the meeting (further copies can be provided on request) [Annex 3].  
E) ‘An evaluation of different models of inter faith activity’ report by Siriol Davies – commissioned by the SLIFG– a copy will be available for reference at the meeting (further copies can be provided on request)

F) ‘Commission on Integration and Cohesion – ‘Our shared future’’ 14 June 2007 – The Commission was set up in August 2006 to explore how different communities and places in England are getting along and what more might be done to bring people together – respecting differences, but developing a shared sense of belonging and purpose.  The final report was published on 14 June.  The Kingston Inter Faith Forum contributed to the Commission’s investigations for this report and is listed within its sources; and the youth conference is included within the Commission’s published case studies.  Extracts of this report were available at the meeting and can be accessed on www.integrationandcohesion.org.uk  
14.
DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS

Tuesday 16 October 2007 – venue: Millennium House, 21 Eden Street, Kingston, 







KT1 1BL (3rd floor, Room MH2)
· 3.30pm Matters of specific concern to the faith communities 

· 4.15pm Matters of general concern to all members of the Forum 
Rabbi David Mason agreed to give the reflection
Wednesday 23 January 2008 – (venue: the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, 









Kingston)
· 10.00am Matters of specific concern to the faith communities* 

· 10.45am Matters of general concern to all members of the Forum 

Shahid or Nazim Ghauri to give the reflection
15.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1. Visits to Schools
Reverend Bruce Stuart enquired about how to progress the organisation of visits to schools, for which members of the Forum had volunteered to join multi faith panels to meet fifth and sixth formers (like those successfully organised at Tiffin Boys School).  (A letter had been sent from the Forum to all secondary headteachers on 3 July 2006 inviting schools to request a panel visit.)   A working group of members would be needed to follow up this initial invitation and organise the visits, preferably  in liaison with the SACRE.  A Kingston Race Equality Council Sub-Committee had recently discussed how schools needed to be supported with Citizenship lessons.  It was reported that an Adviser was shortly to be appointed in the Directorate of Learning and Children’s Services  (Annette Kelly) whose responsibilities included citizenship, liaison with the SACRE and continuing professional development of teachers and this Adviser would probably be a useful contact person to advise on this initiative.
It was agreed to form a working group with Rev Stan Brown, Rabbi David Mason, Rev Bruce Stuart and a SACRE member to try to progress this initiative.








ACTION: SB/ DM/ BS

2. George Alagiah

Reverend Bruce Stuart reported on a book recently published by George Alagiah (of the BBC) entitled ‘A Home from Home’ in which he raised similar issues to those articulated by Trevor Phillips about the limits / weaknesses of the concept of multiculturalism, one danger of which could be ‘sleepwalking our way to segregation’.  
It was agreed that Rabbi Danny Rich would look into how a visit by George Alagiah to address a public meeting could be organised.












ACTION: DR/JC
3. 41st Annual Convention of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association 28-29/7/07 East Worldham (near Alton), Hampshire
Nazim Ghauri reported that a limited number of invitations were available for Forum members to attend this prestigious event from Friday 27 July to Sunday 29 July which would include tours of the Hadeqatul Mahdi site, addresses by leaders of the worldwide Ahmadiyya Musllim community and refreshments.   Forum members should contact Nazim on tel  020 8942.
4. Art and Spirituality Network- 
An Art and Spirituality  workshop will be held at the Kingston Friends Meeting House on Saturday 10 November 2007 entitled ‘The Art of Mindfulness’ (for more information contact Artandspirituality@google.com).  More details will follow from Edith Jayne (edith.jayne@blueyonder.co.uk).
5. Get to know Quakers week 23-30 September –Kingston Quakers will be holding events throughout the week  - invitations to the Forum will follow from Edith Jayne.
6. Alcohol Strategy development and consultation
The contact details for the Crime and Disorder Partnership Alcohol Strategy Consultant were circulated:  Fizz Anand mobile 07764 349679  email fizz@ranzettaconsulting.co.uk would welcome comments from faith groups and minority groups to feed into the consultation currently underway to update the Alcohol Strategy.  Forum members were specifically asked to let Fizz know whether they feel the information on alcohol prevention and treatment services is accessible and appropriate.

After the meeting and lunch at the Montagu Centre, members of the Forum had a guided tour round the Sacred Texts exhibition at the British Library, on which further details can be found on:  
http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/features/sacred/events.html
