CONTRIBUTION FOR THE COMMUNITY PEACE CONCERT ON 18 SEPTEMBER 2008

BY YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE KINGSTON, SURBITON & DISTRICT SYNAGOGUE

M
SHALOM is a Hebrew word meaning peace

R
SALAAM is an Arabic word meaning peace

E
In Hebrew we greet one another with the words SHALOM ALEICHEM

C
In Arabic the greeting is ASSLAMU ALEICHUM

M
There is a beautiful song,  sung in Hebrew and Arabic,  whose words are full of relevance:

R
“We have connections which our parents never dreamt of. 
We have discussions that were never before heard. 
We are here for one and all. 
We are a bridge and a ladder for all those who dream, 
for all those who have dreamt.

And yet still in our lifetime, 
still in our days on earth, 
we will sing with our voices: 
“We brought peace upon us”. 
If your feast becomes mine,

your faith and your dreams too, 
then we can build a new world, of love and peace.

When the intention becomes clear,  we all become a family of love. 
A family drinks from the same cup:  the cup of peace.

We have nothing more beautiful than peace,  sweeter than peace.

Together our hearts will meet. 
And together we broaden our minds. 
The children of peace. 
The children of dreams.”
E
This short piece was inspired by the Reverend Emile Shoufani of Nazareth:

C
“We must achieve peace of memory.   We must leave conflicts between political opponents,  to enter the realm of human relations.  We must understand each other,  look at our common lives in a new way.

Together we can make brotherhood indivisible.  It is universal,  it cannot be limited to one clan,  one nation,   one kind,   men or women.  

Our humanity can stretch unto others,  link to someone different.  We belong to the same family:  multi-ethnic,  multi-national,  multi-religious as we are.”
C
Here is another lovely poem,  Peace Is,  written by an 11 year old girl:

E
“Peace is the flowers in the breeze,  
Peace is apples on the trees,
Peace is where you get along, 
Peace is where we all belong, 
Peace is where we all forgive, 
Peace is where I want to live.”
R
Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks,  in his book,  To Heal a Fractured World,  wrote this:
M
“The prophets of ancient Israel were the first people in history to conceive of peace as an ideal.   They did so in words that have resonated from that day to this,  most famously those of Isaiah,  carved as an inscription opposite the United Nations building in New York:



They shall beat their swords into plough-shares, 


Their spears into pruning hooks. 


Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 


Neither shall they learn war any more.”

C
And now,  from a Poem entitled Peaceful Prayers,  by Jude Ogunade of Nigeria:

M
“Let there be peace in the world.
E
Let us all see peace and not war.
R
Let us all have peace in the world.
C
Let all our statesmen know no violence, 
M
Let peace calm the spirits of every domain, 
E
Let our homes be adorned with peace, 
R
Let our streets be paved with peace, 
C
Let there be peace, let peace never cease
M
Let there be peace, let war forever cease.”
M
We began with the words:
C
SHALOM is a Hebrew word meaning peace

R
SALAAM is an Arabic word meaning peace

E
In Hebrew we greet each other with the words SHALOM ALEICHEM

C
We will finish with the Hebrew tune SHALOM ALEICHEM


Eleni plays two choruses of Shalom Aleichem


Chloe then counts ONE TWO THREE and all say in unison SHALOM
PAGE  
1
Dell:\

08.09.2008

