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SUMMARY 
 
This document revises the Councilôs current Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) that was 
published in 2005 and outlines the actions we will take to prevent deterioration of, 
and ultimately improve, air quality in the Borough between January 2016 and 
December 2021.  
 
Our medium term plan, óDestination Kingstonô sets out our aim of making Kingston fit 
for modern living - an attractive place to live and work. This plan supports a number 
of the Destination Kingston 2015-2019 themes and objectives, with clean air and a 
healthy environment being a fundamental requirement for our communities to live, 
work and grow. 
 
The AQAP also supports a key element of the Our Kingston Programme, established 
in July 2015 and setting out how the Council will deliver the vision set out in 
Destination Kingston. Actions to improve Air Quality sit well within Community 
Outcome 7 established within the programme, which seeks a ósustainable borough 
with a diverse transport network and quality environment for all to enjoyô.  
 
Air quality assessments undertaken by the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames 
identified that the Government's air quality objective for annual mean nitrogen 
dioxide and daily mean particulates (PM10) were not being met within the Borough 
(as with most of London) by the target dates. As a consequence, the Council 
designated an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) across the whole of the 
Borough and produced an Air Quality Action Plan in recognition of the legal 
requirement on the Council to work towards air quality objectives; as required under 
Part IV of the Environment Act 1995 and the relevant air quality regulations.   
 
Most of the air pollution in the AQMA is caused by road traffic, although boilers (both 
domestic and industrial) and other more minor sources also contribute.  The Action 
Plan reflects the primary source of pollutants by including measures to reduce the 
pollution emitted from vehicles on the roads, promoting alternative more sustainable 
sources of transport. As the Borough enters a phase where residential development 
is likely to be significant, the Plan ensures developers and employers consider these 
aspects.  
 
The AQAP outlines how we plan to effectively use local levers to tackle air quality 
issues within our control. However, we recognise that there are a large number of air 
quality policy areas that are outside of our influence and so we will continue to work 
with and lobby regional and central government on policies and issues beyond our 
influence. 
 
Our priorities are to do what we can to reduce emissions from road traffic sources, 
but ultimately we aim to prevent, wherever possible, a deterioration in the levels of 
pollution experienced in the Borough, and particularly our town centres as we go 
through a period of significant development, population expansion and infrastructure 
improvements. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES AND COMMITMENT 
 
You will see in this report that we have engaged with stakeholders and communities 
that can make a difference to air quality in the borough.  We would like to thank all 
those who have worked with us in formulating this Plan.   
 
This AQAP was prepared by the Environmental Health Department with support from 
the Planning Authority, the Highways Authority, Public Health and our Sustainable 
Transport and Climate Control team.  
 
This AQAP has been approved by the Adults and Childrenôs Committee following a 
period of consultation with statutory and non-statutory bodies, agencies and 
interested parties.   
 
This AQAP will be subject to regular review and appraisal of progress, reporting to 
the Adults and Childrenôs Committee (or other relevant committee / body).  
 
Progress each year will be reported in Annual Progress Reports produced as part of 
our statutory Air Quality Management duties. 
 
If you have any comments on this AQAP please contact: 
 

David Kingstone 
Licensing & Environmental Compliance Team Leader at: 
david.kingstone@kingston.gov.uk    
 
Licensing & Environmental Compliance,  
Kingston & Sutton Shared Environment Service,  
Guildhall 2 
High Street 
Kingston upon Thames   KT11 EU 
 
Tel: 020 8547 5537 

 
  

mailto:david.kingstone@kingston.gov.uk
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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 This Air Quality Action Plan outlines the actions that the Royal Borough of 

Kingston upon Thames will undertake between April 2016 and December 2021 
in order to reduce concentrations of and exposure to pollution; thereby 
positively impacting on the health and quality of life of residents and visitors to 
the borough. 

 
1.2 The Action Plan has been developed in recognition of the legal requirement on 

the local authority to work towards air quality objectives under Part IV of the 
Environment Act 1995 and relevant regulations made under that legislation. 

 
1.3 The Council has assessed and screened: benzene, 1.3 butadiene, carbon 

monoxide, lead and sulphur dioxide and has found that these pollutants were 
not likely to exceed the air quality objectives.   

 
1.4 However, for Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) and particulate matter (PM10) the Council 

previously undertook a Detailed Assessment which showed that the annual 
mean objective of 40 µg m-3 for NO2 and daily mean objective of 50 µg m-3 (not 
to be exceeded more than 35 days in one year) for PM10 were exceeded in 
parts of the Borough. Subsequent Updating and Screening Assessments have 
highlighted that this designation should be maintained.  

 
2.0 Current air quality in the Borough 
 
2.1 The UK Air Quality Strategy (AQS), released in July 2007, provides the 

overarching strategic framework for air quality management in the UK and 
contains national air quality standards and objectives established by the 
Government to protect human health. The AQS objectives [National Objectives] 
take into account EU Directives that set limit values which member states are 
legally required to achieve by their target dates. 

 
2.2 The following figures indicate the most recent predictions of the NO2 and PM10 

objectives across the Borough based on the LAEI 2013 (produced for the 
Greater London Authority).  

 
2.3 Figure 1 shows that concentrations of NO2 in the Borough are predicted to 

exceed the air quality standard for this objective in 2015. Those areas with 
highest predicted concentrations are towards the north of the Borough in the 
Kingston Town neighbourhood and along the A3, which runs south west to 
north east through the Borough and crosses the other three neighbourhoods of 
Maldenôs and Coombe, South of the Borough and Surbiton.  

 
2.4 Not surprisingly, it is mainly those areas closest to busy and congested roads 

that are predicted to exceed the objective, as is typical for similar Boroughs 
outside of central London. Those roads predicted to exceed the objectives 
include main trunk and other main roads across the Borough, including the A3, 
the A240 and A2043. Other roads that exceed the objective include the A243 
and A308. 



FINAL DRAFT  
 

Page 6 

 
2.5 Similarly, the prediction of days exceeding the daily mean air quality standard 

for PM10 are also related closely to roads across the Borough. Figure 2 shows 
the number of days that are predicted exceed the 50µg m-3 standard. Those 
areas coloured yellow exceed the objective of more than 35 days where levels 
are above the air quality standard. The area exceeding the objective is closely 
located on the A3 and in Kingston Town only.  

 
Figure 1: Predicted 2015 annual mean NO2 concentrations in Royal Borough of 
Kingston upon Thames (from the LAEI 2013) 

 

 
 

 
  


