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KINGSTON ENVIRONMENT FORUM (KEF)
TERMS OF REFERENCE (revised February 2019)
Background 
Kingston Environment Forum (KEF) is a network of local environmental organisations which works to promote environmental sustainability in Kingston upon Thames. KEF began life as Kingston's Eco-Footprint Working Group, developed into Kingston Environment Group and a member of Kingston Strategic Partnership, and changed its name in 2014 to Kingston Environment Forum to reflect its role more accurately. We have revised our Terms of Reference several times over the years to reflect changes in the local context and our changing capacity.
KEF includes representatives from a range of local groups (charities, not-for-profit groups and groups of volunteers - see Useful Links for a current list of member-groups) with an interest in environmental issues and activities in the Borough.  
Vision

We share Kingston Council's vision for 2020
: "that the Royal Borough will continue to be one of the very best places in which to live and work. We want Kingston to be a place where people are happy, healthy and enjoy a good quality of life, in a clean, safe and tolerant environment… where the environment is protected and enhanced for us and for future generations; road traffic and our carbon footprint is reduced, and the challenges of climate change are tackled…"

Overall aims and purposes
KEF is a forum for communication and information-sharing between member-groups, and with the wider public. 
KEF also aims to influence Council actions and to advise and assist on local environmental sustainability including elements of the Kingston Plan
.  

Key themes for KEF include:
· Climate change – mitigation and adaptation;
· Sustainable and active transport;
· Waste and recycling (“reduce, reuse and recycle”);
· Ecological footprint;
· Air quality;
· Local environment / street scene; 

· Energy / fuel poverty;
· Flooding;
· Biodiversity and green spaces.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.kingston.gov.uk/downloads/file/240/kingston_plan-our_vision_for_2020 " ��http://www.kingston.gov.uk/downloads/file/240/kingston_plan-our_vision_for_2020�


� In the current, but soon to be revised, Kingston Plan: "A sustainable Kingston: protecting and enhancing the environment for us and for future generations", with its objectives of tackling climate change, reducing our ecological footprint, ensuring sustainable development and transport in Kingston, and protecting and improving the quality of our local environment. � HYPERLINK "http://www.kingston.gov.uk/downloads/file/240/kingston_plan-our_vision_for_2020 " ��http://www.kingston.gov.uk/downloads/file/240/kingston_plan-our_vision_for_2020� 
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