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Making a Difference Together





Kingston Environment Group
18 June 2013, 12.00- 12.00 PM
Minutes
Chair: Hilary Gander (HG)
	Also present: Elise Barron, Martin Birley (MB), Jo Butcher (JB), John Fellowes (JF), Marilyn Mason (MM, taking minutes), Carlos Quemerel (CQ) Peter Watson (PW) + Dean Tyler (DT, RBK)
	Actions

	1) Apologies had been received from: Chris Cockel, John Legate, Oliver Walton 

	

	2) Minutes of last meeting were confirmed apart from amending those present to include MB

Matters arising other than those below: 

Some KEG members had shared a stall at May Merrie amongst various members with mixed impact, and it was agreed to revisit aims (public engagement with environmental issues?) and activities that would fulfil these before next invitation to participate in events.

Post-PTG there had not been a press release because schools had not reported back and the delay meant it was no longer news.

HG would follow up Green Deal?/Switching campaign with Shadia re take-up and messages about energy efficiency.

Kingston Community Energy had met with Shadia re putting solar panels on public buildings.

HG would be meeting with new lead member for Sustainability (and Place), Cllr Simon James, that afternoon. Would invite him to join KEG and raise some of our concerns with him.
3) Kingston Strategic Partnership 

a.
Communications flow: DT explained the new structure (see KSP structure doc) and ways of communicating sideways as well as upwards, and possible KEG inputs. There is less money now but more freedom to organise less hierarchically. Other partners have similar concerns about communicating more widely and which meetings to attend etc. It was suggested that KEG discuss what we want to achieve this year, how we would set about it, and who we would need to talk to (and some of the individuals or working groups, e.g. certain RBK officers, "Kingston Futures", that we might want to talk to lay outside the KSP). MB had attended the Health and Wellbeing Board, now a Council committee, as an observer, had reported to KEG (see Appendix 1 below) and offered to continue attending. Others could attend other group meetings depending on the agenda 
and our personal interests/expertise, e g Safer Kingston, where climate change could be an issues, culture, place-shaping... - to encourage the longer view, environmental sustainability. To discuss further.
b.
KEG (and KSP) info on RBK website needed updating (aims,  membership, role in KSP) and a sub-group led by HG would look at this. When the RBK website is updated, KEG info and activities, press releases etc can be added.
4) Green Pledge needed to be promoted, had missed the opportunity of PTG, but OW and HG would be attending the Chamber of Commerce Business Expo at the University on 19th June.

5) Plantlife campaign: MM would communicate with Marie-Claire Edwards about the campaign and the benefits to local wildlife and the Council budget of less frequent mowing, one of the main issues being public education/signage. (MC-E had attended the Living Landscapes event put on by TTK and KEC last year where these issues were also raised.)

6) Project Wild Thing: JB explained the project, about engaging children with nature and the outdoors, with a film  to be released soon (trailer at http://hi-tech-hi-nature.tumblr.com/post/52693094474/massively-excited-about-the-forthcoming-release), aimed at parents and carers, grass-roots and community organisations, policy-makers, and children too, and available for community events. Save the World Club was prepared to lead on this and there were suggestions about venues and who to work with, promote to. JB would send info to us circulate to contacts that might be interested, which could include schools, Kingston Biodiversity Network, Kingstonfirst (for Thumbs Up It's Thursday), Richmond Park, Cambridge Road Estate...

7) Kingston’s new biodiversity network had had its first meeting in May , convened by Jean Vidler of KEC, which several members of KEG had attended. JF explained that it had been well attended by a wide range of naturalists, interested individuals and group representatives, with the aim reviving earlier local work on biodiversity by the Kingston Biodiversity Action Partnership and sharing info, events and actions. As biodiversity is an interest of KEG this was a welcome development, and all were invited to join its Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/529736513729812/- where its remit and other info could be found. We hoped that JV would keep KEG informed.

8) Coming partnership meetings: 
KSP on 10 July HG will attend

Place & Communities on 15 July at 10am: HG/EB/JB to sort out

 

There are no current scheduled meetings for the Children’s Partnership and Safer Kingston is reviewing its calendar/format.

 

Health & Wellbeing MG will attend 3 Sept and 22 Oct, both at 6.30
 

DT has promised to let us know about other committees as their dates emerge, such as Culture
9) New co-chair: MM was standing down after a year of co-chairing with Bernadette and then 2 years of chairing with HG as co-chair. HG would now take over main chairing role, attending KSP and P&C meetings (8 meetings altogether), with EB and JB as co-chairs, sharing P&C meetings between them, reporting on behalf of and back to KEG as relevant.


10)  AOB
- EB reported that KU Sustainability Hub was reorganising, may not continue to send a rep to KEG
- MB wondered what the effect of Cllr Osbourne's resignation would be on KEG, and, longer term, what the effects of a change of political leadership in RBK might be.  Cllr Osbourne had been an important ally in the Council.  

- PW raised concerns about the amount of sewage being discharged into the Thames

- PW asked what the Council would be doing about Oak Processionary Moth. which was rife in Richmond Park and which raised health concerns as well as damaging oak trees. MM would raise this in her communications with Marie-Claire Edwards. 
- MM and HG had attended the One Kingston conference in April, had made some greenish contributions but had not reported back as there was little of direct relevance to KEG. MM would file the report of the conference in the Yahoo group [done].
- HG reported that a share of £100m from the London Mayor could possibly to come to Kingston for improvements to cycling infrastructure.

11) Dates and items for next meetings:
Fri 13 Sept - strategy: what KEG hopes to achieve and how brainstorm
Tues 10 Sept - RBK contingency officer James Begley to discuss risks associated with environmental impacts, CQ to invite
	HG
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Appendix 1
From Martin Birley:
I attended the Health and Wellbeing Board on 13 June as an observer to determine how their work plan interlinks with the Kingston Environment Group. Suggest we discuss at June 18 meeting.

I also wanted to check how spatial planning and public health were planning to link locally in the light of the new Public Health England, my previous involvement with the NICE national committee on spatial planning and health, the current informal national Spatial Planning and Health Group and my interest in the role of Health Impact Assessment as an instrument.

The protocol for these board meetings: observers can ask questions during the first 30 minutes.

Records are posted at: http://www.kingston.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/committeeminutes/moderngov.htm?mgl=ieListMeetings.aspx&CId=488&Year=0
The next meetings: 3 Sept, 22 October (1830-2030 Guildhall)

Items of interest

Healthy weight and physical activity strategy to tackle obesity epidemic refers to cycling, environment, open space and active travel. There are sub-groups for these. Environment refers to physical environment determinants of health such as not locating fast food outlets near schools.

Objective 1.5 “Develop mechanisms to assess accessibility of public and green spaces for family and community interaction, physical activity and sustainable food growing”. This objective reports primarily to the Places and Community Board.

Objective 4.4 “Ensure new developments and regeneration projects consider ensuring the environment is conducive to cooking and eating healthily at home”.

There are other relevant objectives, including integration.

There is a Kingston Community Sport and Physical Wellbeing Network (CSPAN) which plans to expand its agenda to include the “wider environment”. This includes the built environment and issues such as secure cycle parking and well lit paths. I do not know how it links with the Kingston Cycling Campaign.

Relevant contact: Jo Carr, Public Health Prog. Lead 8547 6819, jo.carr@rbk.kingston.gov.uk (whom I cc).

The Refugee and Migrant strategy plans a food growing project and seeks partners with food growing areas (objective E3). There is Public Health managed plot in Tolworth. There is also a “timebank project” which I think is for attracting volunteers. 

 Appendix 2
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