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Making a Difference Together





Kingston Environment Group
Tuesday 19 February 2013, 12,00- 1.45 PM
Minutes
Chair: Hilary Gander (HG)
	1) Also present: Martin Birley (MB), John Fellowes (JF), Sam Hermitage (SH, Green Radio), Marilyn Mason (Minute taker)  Carlos Quemerel (CQ), Jean Vidler (JV)
Apologies had been received from: Elise Barron, Kevin Burchell, Jo Butcher, Cllr Sharon Hartley, Peter Watson.
	Actions

	2) Minutes of last meeting were confirmed and there were no matters arising other than those below.
	

	3) Paint the Town Green – Marketing plan (as sent earlier by CQ) was discussed. 
Kingston Green Radio: SH pointed out that it would broadcast from 4-10 March on 87.7 FM and would welcome more offers to come into the studio to talk about PTG and other environmental concerns - contact him via http://www.kingstongreenradio.org.uk or samhermitage@gff.org.uk. Please alert your groups to possibility of speaking on Green Radio.

Flyers were taken for Environment Centre, Kingfisher, John Lewis staff, Market House, Rose, KVA . All to assist with distribution and to collect flyers from Guildhall reception to distribute to venues not yet covered, and to use Twitter, websites and Facebook pages to publicise PTG. Also to hand out flyers to local businesses not yet involved in Big Switch Off.

KEG groups requested to put PTG logo and link to http://www.kingston.gov.uk/browse/environment/environmental_events/event_calendar on Home Pages

Please let CQ know of any other useful contacts or venues

CQ would get RBK press department to prepare press releases and contact businesses involved for quotes.
There was a question mark over Kingstonfirst distributing flyers because of lack of Kingstonfirst branding, though CQ had explained that they were intended for the entire borough not just town centre. HG would follow up with Kingstonfirst.

	All

All

All

All

CQ 
HG


	4) Updates from RBK official meetings
MM had circulated notes from Place and Communities Partnership meeting, 4/2/13 as follows:
Place shaping, the topic of most relevant to us, mostly about developing "vision" for various quarters in the town centre: the Market Place and riverside; the Eden Quarter; the station gateway to Kingston; the gas-holder site in N Kingston. Some interesting proposals, including Marie Claire Edwards on an "urban green mile" and some green walls. MM took the opportunity to flag up community interest in the Old Post Office building(s) and offered to present proposals to the group as/when plans firm up - the group was quite interested, not negative at all. HG took the opportunity to promote improved cycling and public transport facilities in the town centre and Cllr Sharon Hartley raised PTG and the big switch off. Members of P&CP are likely to be invited to "Kingston Futures" meetings, something to watch and participate in if relevant.

Housing - KEG members will be reassured to know that "Better Homes", the housing improvements to Council-owned properties include energy efficiency, and that the about-to-be launched energy switching scheme will include advice about insulation, draught-proofing etc. 

Note: the revised structure and arrangements for subgroups of the KSP, and the new name for what used to be the Sustainable Communities Partnership recognise that environmental sustainability cut across all the partnership groups - and we need to organise ourselves to make that work. The likeliest way will be for some KEG members to be lead representatives on a sub-group that interests us, and to receive agendas and/or exchange minutes and reports and attend meetings (or delegate attendance) when KEG can make a useful input. The upcoming vacancy of KEG co-chair will be an opportunity to share out this representation and reduce the load of meetings carried by the 2 co-chairs. (Discussed in items 5 and 6)
HG had attended the Kingston Strategic Partnership meeting on 13/3/13 on behalf of KEG and reported that it had covered similar ground + data from latest census which showed rising local population, something for KEG to note because of future pressures on land and biodiversity. HG would save KSP papers and links in Yahoo group.

KSP and P&CP Meetings coming up - see Appendix.

	

	5) KEG working mechanism proposal:  it was difficult to allocate roles and responsibilities for the various KSP subgroups, when (a) we were a very small meeting and (b) the activities and remits of the various subgroups were unclear. Dean Tyler would be invited to come to our next meeting to explain further how this could work for KEG. MB expressed an interest in being the contact for Health and Wellbeing, MM was interested in culture, JV possibly in place-making... but much would depend on what was on their agendas and what KEG could contribute. The named contact could probably pass on invitations to others in KEG if they could not attend relevant meetings, and/or contribute and communicate by email.
	All

	6) New co-chair: no volunteers were forthcoming at this small meeting, and it was suggested that the position be offered to all members again, and that MM and HG should also sound out some likely candidates. After 3(?) years of being co-chair and chair, MM would be very happy to hand on the opportunity to influence the Council and its Partners, to get to know how the Council worked and to network. She was thanked for her work on behalf of KEG. 
	All,  MM, HG


	7) Ham Hydro project - it was decided that MM would contact Nia and Shadia for advice on how best to promote the project, and then send a note to Cllr Derek Osborne and Bruce Macdonald, copied to Dean Tyler, to request RBK and KSP support for community energy projects including Ham Hydro. MM would also request that community energy projects be on KSP meeting agendas and remind that Ham Hydro were willing to present their project to other Partnership meetings, and were only requesting support and use of logo, not funding. 

If this was ineffective, KEG could offer its support. 

	MM

	8) AOB
Seething Wells site: members of KEG applauded the recent decision not to grant planning permission for development on the site, and were asked to publicise the plans and the opposition via their networks, as it is a site of some biodiversity interest and the developers were appealing.
JV announced that Kingston Environment Centre were reviving the Biodiversity Action Group and would keep KEG informed and welcome KEG members' participation.

JF noted that the SCP report of November 2012 had reiterated its vision of "A Partnership which is capable of dealing with issues and challenges as they arise, and equally one which is sufficiently sophisticated to forecast the future and deploy the tools and resources available to effect change and prevent future problems" which offered KEG and its member groups an important role.

Green Deal: for future agenda(s), KEG should ask who is taking it up, whether it  is working for e g private landlords and tenants.

The Big London Energy Switch: MM, as member of KSP, had been invited to The Big London Energy Switch Breakfast with Ed Davey MP on 25/02/13 but would not be going. CQ would forward the invitation to KEG for others to go along to confirm that energy efficiency would be promotes as well as switching. 
	All
CQ

	9) Future KEG meetings: CQ to confirm dates, to fit in with KSP and S&CP calendar
	CQ


  
Appendix 1: KSP meetings
	KSP meeting cycle 2013/14



	Weds 13th Feb 2013 

2.00-4.00


	KSP

	Friday 19th April 2013

9.00-1.00


	ANNUAL ONE KINGSTON CONFERENCE 

	Weds 10th July 2013 

10.00-12.00


	KSP

	Weds 25th Sept 2013 

10.00-12.00


	KSP & Lead Members

	Weds 27th November 10.00-12.00


	KSP 

	Weds 12th Feb 2014

2.00-4.00


	KSP

	Fri 25th April 2014

9.00-1.00


	ANNUAL ONE KINGSTON CONFERENCE


Place and Communities Partnership meetings
Quarterly meetings, 2013, programmed in to feed in to Kingston Strategic Partnership:

· Place Shaping  - 4 February 2013 (vision/strategy for long term regeneration programme allowing partners to identify where they can input)

· Housing issues  - 29 April 2013 (update from the Housing conference on 21 November and focus on specific topics, progress on delivering the Housing Strategy)

· Welfare reform – 15 July 2013 (specific link to benefits, employment, training and best practice).

· TBC – 21October 2013
