
The Tollgate Murder 1937 

In 1937 Leslie Morris of Congleton murdered his wife Alice Maud at the Toll Gate cottage, just opposite 

Lupin Farm, Kings Bromley. Alice had moved to the Toll Gate with a Mr William Cliffe. Leslie Morris 

went to Kings Bromley to get his wife to return to him. He found a letter from his wife to William Cliffe 

using ‘affectionate and loving terms’, in a fit of madness he grabbed a flat iron and hit her over the head 

with it ten times, killing her. He admitted this immediately and was arrested.  

 

As can be seen from the newspaper clippings below the case caused considerable interest. William Cliffe did 

not endear himself to the jury under cross examination and when he admitted having once hit Leslie Morris 

over the head with a beer bottle: it appears had a history of abusive behaviour towards Leslie Morris. 

However, Leslie Morris’ display of contrition clearly swayed the jury who considered it a crime of passion. 

 

The jury took only fifteen minutes to find Leslie Morris guilty only of manslaughter and the judge sentenced 

him to five years imprisonment, the lightest sentence that he thought he could give. 

 

The Tollgate, pictured below, a relic of when the A513 was a toll road, was demolished when the road 

widened and straightened. 
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