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The First Creamery at Kings Bromley Wharf

The Guide to the Contents of Lichfield Record Office, 1999 has an entry D4363/1, D4566 "1885-1892: records
of milk sales and other records™. | asked one of the very helpful staff there if they could locate these records for
me, and she returned after a while with a very dirty box full of dusty and sooty papers. She had somehow
managed to determine that it was this one, out of a row of other uncatalogued boxes - all deposited from the
records of Solicitors Hinckley, Hodson and Co. of Lichfield - that | would be interested in. She was right.

These documents recorded the history of the first Creamery to be established at Kings Bromley Wharf.

A handwritten minute book recorded a meeting held at the Royal Oak Inn Kings Bromley on Tuesday 4th of
November 1884. In the chair was Mr. George Fox of Elmhurst Hall, also present were Colonel Henry Bagot
Lane of Kings Bromley Manor - the Lord of the Manor, and twenty other men, mainly farmers and tenant
farmers from Kings Bromley and the surrounding Parishes. The minutes state:

"[It was] proposed .... that a Dairy Company upon a limited liability principal (sic) be established. Carried
unanimously. Resolved that the tenancy of the premises at Kings Bromley Wharf shall be arranged for if The
Railway Company will let them on satisfactory terms"

From here things moved on quickly. A prospectus for the Company, the "Trent Valley Dairy & Produce
Company Ltd." was issued in December. It was to be capitalised by the sale of 60 shares of £5 each. The
Directors were: George Fox, Colonel Lane, Hon. Frederick William Anson of Orgreave, Arthur Fox of
Lichfield, E. Averill of Woodgate Farm, Kings Bromley, R. Taylor of Alrewas Hayes, W. Bowering of Binns
Farm, Lichfield and Charles Sutton Wilkinson of Hoar Cross. The bankers were to be Lloyds Barnetts &
Bosanquets of Lichfield, the Solicitors Hinckley, Hodson & Co and the secretary, pro. tem., was Edward
Averill,

The prospectus set out clearly what the company meant to achieve:




The background to the setting up of the Company is the Great Farming Depression which lasted from 1870
until the First World War. This was caused by free trade. Following the repeal of the corn laws in the 1840s,
tariffs on imported agricultural produce had been removed. The decision had been made that Britain was
becoming a manufacturing and commercial country, rather than a farming one, and therefore it was more
important to provide cheap food for the rapidly expanding industrial working class than it was to support
British farming. The effects were not felt immediately, due to the rapidly expanding population and the time
taken to create the international infrastructure - for example the vast corn fields of N. America, beef ranches of
S. America and sheep farms of the Antipodes and the rail and shipping networks required. Nevertheless, by the
1870s food prices had collapsed.

In view of this local farmers needed to concentrate on what could not be provided cheaply from abroad, and
perishable milk and cream were ideal products. Kings Bromley was perfectly placed because, from the railway
sidings at EImhurst Crossing, milk and cream could be transported rapidly to London, Birmingham and
elsewhere.




The local dignitaries were invited to the factory opening. This is the Mayor's invitation:







The log books for the following years show that produce was being sent all over the country: for example on
Sept. 29th, £3 4s. of goods were sent to Huntley and Palmers of London, this being a daily shipment, there
being another of £3 14s. 8d on Sept. 30th. Milk was transported to the factory by horse drawn wagon from
nearby farms at Woodgate, Riley Hill and Orgreave, but also from as far afield as Hoar Cross.

Unfortunately by May 1891, the company was in difficulty, as can be seen from this statement:

This shows a loss of £282 1s 7d. for the half year to 31st May.




In the London Gazette of Sept. 2nd. 1892 there was the following entry:
Trent Valley Dairy and Produce Company Limited

At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Members of the abovenamed Company, duly convened, and
held at the offices of Hinckley, Hodson and Brown, Bird St., Lichfield in the county of Stafford, on the
25th day of August, 1892, the following Extraordinary Resolutions were duly passed:-
1. "That it has been proved to the satisfaction of this meeting that the Company cannot, by reason of its
liabilities, continue its business, and that it is advisable to wind up the same, and that the Company will
be wound up voluntarily.
2. "That Christopher James Brown, of the City of Lichfield, Solicitor, be and is hereby appointed
Liquidator of the Company for the purposes of such winding up"

HINCKLEY, HODSON, and BROWN, Solicitors

The creditors, as can be seen from this receipt, received 8/6d in the pound.
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The company therefore only lasted seven years. The problem though seems to have been with the management
of the company, rather than with the basic business idea, as Kelly's Trade Directory for 1896 lists the following
business at the Wharf: Edwards F.C. Limited (Charles H. Boden, Manager) wholesale milk dealers, The
Creamery. So it appears that Edwards Creameries bought up the factory, and this business lasted there well into
the 1930s, eventually becoming part of United Dairies.

For nearly forty years the Creameries was the largest single employer in Kings Bromley Parish. The idea of a
creamery taking milk from local farms, processing it, and delivering cream all over the country, was a sound
one. In another document the history of Edwards Creameries will be set out. A.S.H.



