
Kings Bromley Historians: biographic report 

 

 

Kings Bromley Historians 

 

Sarah Holte (née Newton) and Aston Hall 

 

 
Sarah Newton was born in 1724, the fifth child of Samuel (referred to herein as Samuel(2)) Newton of Kings 

Bromley and Elizabeth Fowler, daughter of Charles Fowler of Pendeford and Sarah Fowler sole heiress of 

Robert Leveson of Wolverhampton. Samuel(2) and Elizabeth married on July 31st 1715 at Tettenhall. 

 

The Newton family fortune had been established by her great-grandfather Samuel(1) Newton (see Appendix 

1) who, coming from a relatively obscure background in S. Wingfield, Derbyshire, had begun buying land in 

Barbados in the 1650s. In the 1673 census (Calendar of State Papers, Colonial Series, Vol 7) he was listed as 

one of the ‘Eminent Planters’ in Barbados, owning 400 acres. In 1674 (Puckrein, 1984) he is credited with 

owning 581 acres. In his record of the excavation of the Newton slave burial ground, Handler (Handler, 

1999) records that originally there were two ‘Newtons’ plantations: the upper and the lower. While 

landownings obviously changed over time, Samuel(1) Newton was clearly a major figure in the 

‘plantocracy’ of Barbados. Governor Atkins in the 1670s (State Papers) in letters to the Colonial Office 

singled him out, along with Thomas Codrington, as one of the wealthiest planters. From 1672 until his death 

in 1684 he was on the Council (the unelected body that advised the Governor) of Barbados and he was 

Officer in Charge of the cavalry of the Militia.  

 

In 1679 Samuel(1) Newton bought Kings Bromley manor, along with 153 acres in Kings Bromley parish, 

from John Agard for £3306. The manor stayed in the family until Sarah and her elder sister Elizabeth both 

died in 1794, at which time Elizabeth (who died after Sarah) bequeathed it mainly to her first cousins once 

1John and Thomas Lane. By the time of this bequest the Newton estate, which had been jointly owned by 

Sarah and Elizabeth after the death of their brother John (2) in 1783, consisted of ~2000 acres in Kings 

Bromley, ~500 acres in Derbyshire, two plantations in Barbados – Newtons and Seawells - and at least 

£22500 in money. Sarah’s father, Samuel(2) Newton, rebuilt Kings Bromley manor on the site of the old 

manor in 1756 (see Appendix 2).  

 

As well as her older brother John(2) and older sister Elizabeth, Sarah had another older sister Mary who 

married Edward Harper who was the 3rd son of Sir John Harper (4th baronet [1680 – 1741] and builder of 

Calke Abbey) and brother of Sir Henry Harper (5th baronet [1708-1748]). There was a tradition of linking 

the wealth of the Newtons with aristocratic connections: her grandfather John(1) Newton had married Mary 

Vernon, daughter of Sir Thomas Vernon of Twickenham Park and sister of Catherine, the third wife of 

George Vernon, builder of Sudbury Hall. Sarah, in her turn, married Sir Lister Holte of Aston in 1755. 

 

The record that we have of Sarah’s marriage is gained from the book ‘A History of the Holtes of Aston’ 

written by Alfred Davidson in 1854 (see Appendix 5). He was writing for the descendants of Anne Holte 

(née Jesson). Fairclough (1994) in his book ‘The Grand Old Mansion’, (relevant extracts of which are given 

in Appendix 4), borrows freely from Davidson. Sir Lister Holte and his brother Charles had been close in 

their youth, but their relationship soured after Charles married Anne and Lister married Sarah. That Anne 

and Sarah did not get on is, from Davidson’s account, abundantly clear: however, given the partisan nature 

of his viewpoint, it should not necessarily be concluded that all the fault lay with Sarah. Davidson presents 

Sarah as having a malign and controlling influence on Sir Lister. The upshot of the feud between the two 

ladies was that when it was clear that Sir Lister would have no heir, a will was created that disinherited the 

natural heir Anne Elizabeth, daughter of Charles and Anne, with a complex entail. Charles died in 1782. 

Under the terms of the will the Holte estate would fall first to Heneage Legge, nephew of Sir Lister’s first 

wife Anne, failing that to Lewis Bagot and failing that to Wriothesly Digby. Only if all three of these 

gentlemen produced no issue should the estate revert to Anne Holte and descendants. This entail is recorded 

(see Appendix 5) on a small mural tablet to Sir Lister’s memory in Aston church put up by Elizabeth 

Newton in 1794 – 24 years after his death. While the tablet purports to be in the memory of Sir Lister, it was 



put up just after Sarah’s death and says virtually nothing about Sarah or Sir Lister and a great deal about the 

entail. It is difficult to see it in any other light than a record of the bitterness existing between the Newtons 

and Anne Holte’s family. Also, under the terms of the will, Sarah would continue to receive the annuity of 

£1500 that she had received from the will of Sir Lister (and the use of Aston Hall as dowager for life). So, on 

inheriting in 1782 Heneage Legge could not take up residence in Aston Hall until Sarah died in 1794. 

 

As fate would have it, Lewis Bagot died without issue and in 1817 Heneage Legge and Wriothesley Digby 

both heirless, agreed a settlement, confirmed by private Act of Parliament, which, while compensating them 

both, settled the estate on Anne Elizabeth. Ann Elizabeth was now married to the feckless Abraham 

Bracebridge who was mired in debt.  

 

Sarah Holte’s will, Appendix 7, basically leaves everything to her unmarried sister Elizabeth apart from the 

complicated issue of Mount Alleyne estate and a couple of small benefactions. It is very clear from 

Davidson/Fairclough that the two sisters were very close and spent a lot of time together at Bath and Kings 

Bromley. We also know that they bought land together in Kings Bromley – (D/D/02/18, SRO D357/A/20 – 

the ‘Antrobus’ Pedigree). Something of Sarah Holte’s character can be gathered from her repeated insistence 

that the small legacy of £100 that she left to Barbara Wingfield should not go to her husband John 

Wingfield. She was clearly someone with marked opinions. 

 

Friendship continued between Heneage Legge and the Newtons and Lanes. It was Heneage Legge who 

advised Elizabeth Newton to quickly produce her will in 1794, in order that her inheritance (Newtons, 

Seawells, lands in Staffordshire and Derbyshire, and money) was safe from any claim from Catherine 

Seymour and her son John. The Lane brothers, John and Thomas, were, on the death of Elizabeth, the 

ultimate inheritors of the Newton wealth. John Lane’s son, John Newton Lane, was born at Aston Hall in 

1800. Today, Villa Park, the home stadium of Aston Villa, stands on land that was part of the gardens of 

Aston Hall in the days of the Holtes. 

 

The Tilly Kettle painting of Sarah Holte reproduced in Fairclough is the only picture that we have of any of 

the Newtons and he records it in 1984 as being in a private collection. An internet search on 

www.artprice.com records a picture of ‘Lady Holte, in pearls, wearing a blue dress holding an ostrich 

feather, size 29” by 25”, 76cm by 63.5 cm’ (clearly this painting) as having been sold on 14th Dec. 1999. 

Without subscribing to the site no further information was available so we do not know the current owners 

or whether we could obtain a good print. The paintings of Sir Lister Holte by Gainsborough and of Anne 

Holte by Romney shown in Fairclough reproduced in Appendix 4 are now at Aston Hall. Davidson writes 

(Appendix 5, p.54 that the [pictures] ‘of Sir Lister & Lady Sarah are at Mr. Lane’s, of Kings Bromley 

Manor’. Davidson was writing in 1854 at which time John Newton Lane was Lord of the Manor. It is 

reasonable to assume that these paintings are the Gainsborough and Kettle ones. 

 

Sarah Holte died on 1st April 1894 aged 70. Her will, proved at the Canterbury Probate Court and obtained 

through the National Archive is shown in Appendix 7 along with a transcription by Ken Bowcock and legal 

notes by Boris Wojtan. 

 

Allan Howard  
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Appendix 1:The Newton Family Tree 

 
      

Col Samuel(1) Newton of KB & Ba        

b. S.Wingfield [1621-1684]                                                                               

(bought KB Manor in 1679 from John Agard & trustees) 

m Barbara+ [?- 1694] 

          |___________________________________________ 

                     |                                                                                     |                          

John(1) Newton+ of KB [1667-1706]           Sarah= Richard Bate of Foston Hall & Ba 

Sheriff of Staffordshire  1690                                         JP and High Sheriff of Derbyshire 1705 

m Mary Vernon+[1670-1728]            

4th d of Thomas Vernon of Twickenham Park, London            

          |           

          |________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                     |                                                             |                   |                    |    |       |        |        | 

Samuel(2) Newton + of KB [1695-1771]     Thomas of KB     Mary+  Barbara  Anna Catharina Joanna  Elizabeth Martha 

Sheriff of Staffordshire  1728                                [1701-?]      [?-1772]    m Thomas Fowler   m John Arden 

m Elizabeth Fowler+[1694-1776]                            b of Elizabeth         (g/son was John Arden  

(rebuilt KB manor in 1756)                                vicar of KB) 

         |                   

          |________________________________________________________________________________________ 

         |          |          |            |         | 

John(2) Newton + of KB  Samuel+ [1730] Mary [1713-1761]  Elizabeth +[1719-1794] Sarah [1724 -1794] 

[1717-1783]    d. aged 1  m Edward Harper of Calke2     m, 1755, Sir Lister Holte of Aston3 

m 1 Elizabeth Alleyne 1 of Ba 1740     

 d of Reynold Alleyne        

m 2 Catherine Seymour [?- 1783]      

d of Lord Francis Seymour      

  

+ indicates buried in All Saints, Kings Bromley. Bold type indicates Lord of the Manor. b.= born, d=daughter, m=married, d.=died, Ba=Barbados 

1.Elizabeth Alleyne was the sister of Judith Alleyne. On Judith’s death she inherited Mount Alleyne plantation which she brought to the marriage. On John (2)’s 

death the plantation reverted to the Alleyne family, specifically John Gay Alleyne 

2.Edward Harper was the 3rd son of Sir John Harper (4th baronet ,builder of Calke Abbey) and brother of Sir Henry Harper (5thbaronet1701-1748]) 

3.Sir Lister Holte had previously married first Lady Anne Legge[d. 1740] and second Mary Harper [d.1752] the sister of  the Edward Harper that Mary Newton, 

eldest sister of Sarah & Elizabeth had married. 
     



Appendix 2: Kings Bromley Hall 
 

Kings Bromley Hall was built on the site of the old hall by Sarah’s father Samuel(2) in 1756, when Sarah 

was 31. This painting, taken from Butcher, 2004, is by Susan Anne Vincent Lane who married John Henry 

Bagot Lane (Lord of the Manor, 1860-1886) and is dated, from the absence of the water tower, sometime 

before 1874. The hall was demolished in 1938: the only remaining feature is the water tower, which has 

been incorporated into a private house. 

 

 
 



 

 

Appendix 3: The Holte and Legge Family Trees (taken from Fairclough, 1984) 

 



Appendix 4: Chapter 3, Fairclough, 1984: ‘The Grand Old Mansion’ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Appendix 5: Extracts from Davidson, 1854 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 54 Davidson, concerning the break up of the Aston estate after the Act of Parliament 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix 6: Portraits from Aston Hall 

 

Sir Lister Holte by Thomas Gainsborough: this portrait was at KB Hall in 1854 

 

 
 



Anne Jesson, later Lady Holte, wife of Charles Holte, by George Romney 

 

 
 

 

 



Appendix 7: The Will of Sarah Holte 
 

 

  The Will of Dame Sarah Holte, made 15th March 1784. 
 

 Sarah Newton was born in 1724 and was the third daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Newton of 

Kings Bromley. She married Lister Holte at All Saints, Kings Bromley on 30 June 1755. Lister had firstly 

married Anne Legge who died in 1740, then Mary Harpur of Calke Abbey in about 1749 but Mary died in 

1752. Lister himself died in 1770 and so Sarah was a widow for over twenty years before she died in 1794.   

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

This is the last Will and Testament of me Dame Sarah Holte of Aston Hall near Birmingham in the 

County of Warwick Widow First I will order and Direct that all my Just Debts and Funeral Expences shall 

be paid and discharged by my Executrix hereinafter named out of my Personal Estate and Whereas my late 

Brother John Newton Esquire Deceased did in and by his last Will and Testament bearing Date the twenty 

eighth Day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty two give and Devise 

all his Lands Plantations and Heredits in the Parish of Saint James in the Island of Barbadoes called Mount 

Alleyne to a Trustee therein named To the use of Sir John Gay Alleyne of the said Island of Barbadoes 

Baronet and his Assigns for his Life with Remainder to a Trustee to preserve Contingent Remainders with 

Remainder to the use of the first and other Sons of the said Sir John Gay Alleyne in Tail with Remainder to 

the use of all and every the Daughter and Daughters of the said Sir John Gay Alleyne in Tail as Tenants in 

Common with Remainder to the use of me the said Dame Sarah Holte and my Sister Elizabeth Newton and 



to my and her Heirs and Assigns for ever as Tenants in Common Now I Give and Devise all my undivided 

Moiety or half part and all other my part and share of and in the said Lands Plantations and Heredits in the 

said Parish of Saint James in the Island of Barbadoes so Devised to the said Sir John Gay Alleyne for his 

Life as aforesaid and all my Estate and Interest therein in Reversion Remainder or otherwise unto my Sister 

Elizabeth Newton and her Assigns for and during her natural Life and from and after her Decease I Give and 

Devise the same unto and to the use of the Honourable Edward Bouverie Esquire Brother to the Right 

Honourable Jacob Pleydell Bouverie the present Earl of Radnor and to the Heirs and Assigns of the said 

Edward Bouverie for ever Also I Give and Bequeath to Thomas Fowler of Pedford in the County of Stafford 

Esquire the Sum of one hundred pounds of lawful Money of Great Britain to be paid to the said Thomas 

Fowler out of my Personal Estate within six Months next after my Decease In Trust for the sole and seperate 

use and benefit of Barbara the wife of the Reverend John Wingfield of Salop in the County of Salop Clerk 

and wherewith he the said John Wingfield shall not intermeddle notwithstanding Coverture nor shall the 

same be liable to his Debts or Engagements and I desire the said Thomas Fowler his Executors 

Administrators and Assigns either to set out the same at Interest and pay and apply the Interest thereof or to 

pay and apply all or any part of the Principal Sum of one hundred Pounds for the sole and seperate use and 

benefit of the said Barbara Wingfield in such manner and at such time or times as she the said Barbara 

Wingfield shall by any writing or writings under her hand notwithstanding Coverture direct or appoint and I 

do declare that the Receipt and Receipts of the said Barbara alone without her said Husband shall from time 

to time be a sufficient discharge to the said Thomas Fowler his Executors Administrators and Assigns for all 

or any part of the Principal or Interest Money notwithstanding her Coverture it being my intent that the same 

or any part thereof shall not be liable to the Debts or Controul of the said John Wingfield Also in case the 

said Barbara Wingfield shall die before she has received the whole of the said Principal and Interest Then In 

Trust to pay and apply the same in such manner as the said Barbara shall by any Writing under her hand 

notwithstanding Coverture direct or appoint and for want thereof to pay the same to Thomas Heath Nephew 

of the said Barbara Wingfield his Executors and Administrators Also I Give and Bequeath to Sarah Hart 

Daughter of Thomas Hart of Aston aforesaid my Butler the Sum of Fifty Pounds to be paid to her out of my 

Personal Estate within six Months after my Decease Also I Give and Bequeath to such of my Servants as 

shall have lived in my Service  twelve Months preceding my Death one years wages besides what shall be 

due to each of them and a Suit of Mourning and to every other of my Servants who shall not have lived with 

me twelve Months I Give a suit of Mourning only And I Give Devise and Bequeath all the Rest and Residue 

of my Manors Messuages Farms Estates Plantations Lands Tenements Tythes and Heredits and shares of 

Manors Messuages Farms Estates Plantations Lands Tenements Heredits and Real Estates whatsoever in the 

Kingdom of Great Britain and the said Island of Barbadoes unto and to the use of my said Sister Elizabeth 

Newton her Heirs and Assigns for ever and I Give and Bequeath all my Household Goods and Furniture 

Pictures plate Jewels Trinkets Moneys Securities for Money Stock of Cattle Instore and outstore and all the 

Rest and Residue of my Personal Estate of what nature or kind soever which I shall be possessed of or any 

ways intitled unto at the time of my Decease unto my said Sister Elizabeth Newton her Executors 

Administrators and Assigns and I constitute and appoint my said Sister Elizabeth Newton sole Executrix of 

this my last Will and Testament and I revoke all former Wills by me made In Witness whereof I the said 

Dame Sarah Holte the Testatrix have to this my last Will and Testament contained in this and one 

preceeding sheet of paper and to a Duplicate thereof set my hand at the bottom of the preceding sheet and 

my hand and Seal to this second and last sheet the Fifteenth day of March in the twenty Fourth year of the 

Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King 

Defender of the Faith and in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty Four S Holte 

Signed Sealed Published and Declared by the said Dame Sarah Holte the Testatrix as and for her last Will 

and Testament in the presence of us who have subscribed our names as Witnesses thereto at the request of 

and in the presence of the said Testatrix and of each other Char Simpson Wm Gilbert  Fras Oakey   Fini 

 

This Will was proved at London the twenty ninth Day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 

hundred and ninety Four before the Right Honourable Sir William Wynne Knight Doctor of Laws Master 

Keeper or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury lawfully constituted by the Oath of Elizabeth 

Newton Spinster the Sister of the Deceased and the sole Executrix named in the said Will to whom 

Administration of all and singular the Goods Chattels and Credits of the said Deceased was granted having 

been first sworn by Commission duly to Administer. 

 

 



 

 

Explanation of the fate of Mount Alleyne Estate by Boris Wojtan: 

 

The really short answer is that the Honourable Edward Bouverie Esq (brother to the Right Hon Jacob 

Pleydell Bouverie Earl of Radnor) ends up with Mount Alleyne estate.  

The longer answer is as follows:  

Trust law has changed a lot since then. Nowadays the legal title is always completely separate from any 

beneficial entitlement . For example, it is quite common for someone to leave their share in the 

matrimonial home to their children as far as the legal title is concerned, but to make sure that the 

surviving spouse can live in the house for the rest of their life which is a benefit to that surviving spouse. 

In this Will which was drawn up in 1784 and then ‘proved’ or activated 10 years later, the same sort of 

effect is apparent – ie letting people use it for their life time but then ultimately the property goes to 

someone else – except that they talk about those life time ‘beneficiaries’ as owning the property legally 

eg by saying things like tenants in common.  

So – when Sarah Holte’s (SH) brother (JN) died  … SH inherited something from him.I say ‘something’, 

because we are talking about land & property that will ultimately come to her or anyone who inherits 

from her when she dies, but at the time of her death she may not actually have that land or property yet. 

So think of it more like a ‘right’ to get the land someday. 

What JN says in his will is that Sir John Gay Alleyne (JGA) will be allowed to use the Barbados property 

(ie the Lands, Plantations and Heredits – you would have to find his Will to figure out exactly what that 

comprises) for his lifetime. If JGA dies then his sons can use it for their lifetimes and if they die or there 

are none then JGA’s daughters can use it for their lifetimes. 

Where you see in ‘Tail’ I think this is probably just the concept of including offspring that are not born at 

the time the will is written, but I am not 100% sure. 

Once JGA and any sons or daughters of JGA have died off the Barbados property passes to SH and her 

sister Elizabeth Newton (EN) who is also the executrix of SHs Will. They would hold the Barbados 

property in a more absolute way ‘forever’ and in equal halves (or ‘Moieties’). 

So essentially, SH ends up with half the Barbados property - either the actual land and legal title to it or 

the right to get it once JGA and any of his offspring have died off.  

In JH’s Will, SH leaves her half of the Mount Alleyne property to her sister EN to enjoy for the rest of 

her lifetime and then to Edward Bouverie absolutely. Assuming Edward survives JGA and any offspring 

of JGA and he survives EN then he gets his hands on the Barbados property. If there are any pesky 

survivors out of that lot still enjoying the benefit of the Barbados property for their lifetimes at the time of 

Edward’s death, Edward can still pass that ‘right’ to get the land on to his heirs who will simply have to 

wait until the pesky survivors have died out. 

Note by Allan Howard: 

In order to sort out who actually inherited Mount Alleyne, we would have to find out when John Gay 

Alleyne died and if he had surviving children.  

In order to find out more about the, rather odd seeming, descent of Mount Alleyne, we need to have a 

look at the will of John(2) Newton, which we have a copy of from The Staffordshire Record Office 

(D357/K/3/1-4), and are in the process of transcribing and the marriage settlement of John(2) Newton and 

Elizabeth Alleyne which is in the Newton Papers, Senate House, London MS523/970, the abstract of which 

is: 

 “2 Oct 1740. Agreement made before John Newton’s marriage between himself, James Halsall, 

Reynold Alleyne and George Hannay, concerning land and property in Barbados, and Kings Bromley, 

Staffs. and in Derbyshire. With a letter from Theo. Lovett of Lichfield and a list of slaves on Samuel 

Newton’s plantation, 8 June 1740.” 

 


