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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 8th September 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES

Present: Cllr Benton (Chairman), Cllr Schroder, Cllr Dines, Cllr Lawrence and Cllr Roberts. 

1 member of the public*
County Councillor Susan Barker 
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)

*For part of the meeting

2025/26.47	Apologies for Absence
None

2025/26.48	Other Absences
		None

2025/26.49	Declarations of Interest
None

2025/26.50	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 2025 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2025/26.51	Public Participation Session
The Chairman of the WI advised that if the Parish Council wishes to hold a second litter pick this year to please let her know if the Parish Council wish to hold refreshments in the hall afterwards. The Clerk advised that this was a matter being discussed later on in the agenda.

2025/26.52	Chair’s Report
None

2025/26.53	District / County Councillor reports
Cllr Susan Barker provider a verbal report which included the following matters:
· An update was provided on Local Government reform.
· Cllr Barker has been in discussion with a few residents regarding missed rubbish collections. She believes this has now been rectified.
· Cllr Barker advised she will be in the village on Friday with a local highways officer. Cllr Schroder advised of the continuous issue with water build up and blocked drains along The Street.

At the previous meeting, extending the 30MPH speed limit was discussed. The Clerk asked Cllr Barker if she had any previous experience of this happening and if she felt this would be a possibility for High Roding. Cllr Barker explained the remit for getting a speed extension and did not feel it was likely that this would be implemented in High Roding. The Clerk felt further speed restrictions could be explored after the gateway features have been installed. 


2025/26.54	Councillor Reports
Cllr Lawrence advised that the 30MPH speed sign as you come into the village is obstructed by a hedge. The Clerk advised she would contact the grounds maintenance man to provide a quote to cut it back.

Cllr Benton advised that footbridge 7 has still not been repaired even though it was due for repair this summer. The Clerk confirmed she would chase this. 

Cllr Dines advised that he felt the village car park needed a clear up. Councillors agreed to discuss a possible date between them. The Clerk advised she will need at least a weeks’ notice as residents will need to be made aware that they are not able to park cars in the car park on this date. 

Cllr Lawrence further asked what the outcome was from the meeting with UDC regarding the small car park at Broadfield. The Clerk advised she has not yet received an update on this but will chase it.

2025/26.55	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· At the previous meeting a member of the public had requested that the Parish Council be notified when a charity is completing door to door visits in the area. Due to the fact that there had been a number of scams recently.  Unfortunately, the Clerk has been notified that Essex Police do not have the capacity to let Parishes know when a collector is in the area. The Clerk suggested that if any resident is unsure and wishes to make a donation to a Chairty then they do so via a trusted website
· The Clerk has applied for £20,000 playground improvements grant through the National Lottery. An update on the progress of this application will be provided once it becomes available.
· The Clerk is still awaiting a repair date for the zip wire. She is currently in communication with Kompan who will be completing the repairs. 
· The Clerk requested a contact for the Secretary to the Owers Place allotments.
· The Clerk asked if Councillors felt a second litter pick was needed this year. Councillors felt a second litter pick was not needed at this time. This can be looked at again towards the end of the year.
· The Clerk has still not received any update regarding the derelict council house.

2025/26.56	Conclusion of External Audit 2024/2025
Councillors noted that the Limited Assurance review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR – External Audit) for 2024/2025 had now concluded. In accordance with the regulations, a copy of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit had been placed on notice boards in the Parish and on the Councils website, together with a copy of the certified AGAR sections 1, 2 and 3. Councillors noted the final audit report, a copy of which was attached to the agenda.

2025/26.57	A&J Lighting Annul Report
A copy of the Annual Street Light inspection report completed by A&J Lighting was attached to the agenda for Councillors to review. The Clerk advised repairs to streetlight 9002,9009 and 9014 have been completed.

2025/26.58	Play area
Repairs
The Clerk advised that a quote for repairs to the spinning dish had been received from Kompan for £1,838.01. Councillor did not feel the repairs were necessary at this point but can be reviewed again based on future Playground Inspection reports.

All Councillors were keen to get some new equipment in the play area as soon as possible. It was suggested that possible funding from local businesses could be explored. The Clerk confirmed she would get in contact with some local businesses and put to them the opportunity of funding some new equipment. 

August Playground Inspection
Councillors noted that an inspection of the High Roding Play area took place on 6th August. Of the 42 items inspected 41 were deemed low or very low risk. The timber structure of the zip wire was marked as moderate risk. It was noted that this Council is aware of the repairs that need to take place and are currently awaiting a repair date from KOMPAN ltd. 

2025/26.59	Changes to NALC Model Financial Regulations 
The Clerk advised she has been made aware of a number of changes that have been made to the NALC Model Financial regulations that were adopted at the previous meeting. The changes were as follows:

5.4 For a contract for the supply of goods, services or works where the estimated value will exceed the thresholds set by Parliament, the full requirements of The Procurement Act 2023 and The Procurement Regulations 2024 or any superseding legislation (“the Legislation”), must be followed in respect of the tendering, award and notification of that contract.

5.7 For contracts estimated to be over £30,000 including VAT, the council must comply with any requirements of the Legislation regarding the publication of invitations and notices. 

5.11 Contracts must not be split to avoid compliance with these rules.

Councillors agreed to adopt these changes. 

2025/26.60	Village First Aid Kit
The Clerk advised she has been advised by the member of the public who organised the training that a first aid kit is required. He suggested that a kit be purchased and placed in the village phone box where the defibrillator is housed. The cost of a small first aid box would be £30.50. This was agreed by Councillors. It was agreed to display the names and numbers of certified first aiders in the phone box where the first aid kit will also be housed.

The Clerk also confirmed that she is currently working on a village information leaflet which will be discussed at the next meeting. Information on the location of the first aid kit and contacts for the first aiders will be included in this.

2025/26.61	Defibrillator 
At the previous meeting the Clerk advised that the current defibrillator pads are out of date and replacements would need to be purchased. Councillors agreed to purchase a Defib Lifepak which included a charging stick, 2 sets of adult pads and 1 set of paediatric pads at the cost of £331.20. The paediatric pads have been received however the Clerk has been advised that there are significant delays on the rest of the order. The defibrillator this Council owns was taken out of production in 2019 and therefore no estimated delivery date is able to be provided. Due to this product no longer being manufactured this Council will no longer be able to purchase charge packs from the end 2026. The company have suggested that instead of waiting for your current order of Charge-Pak(s) and potentially leaving the environment uncovered should a cardiac arrest occur, it may be worth considering a purchase of a new, up-to-date defibrillator on a 5 year rental contract.

The quarterly cost would be £1.15 x 365 / 4 = £104.94 + vat (£125.93). The rental includes 1 set of replacement pads and 1 replacement battery. Councillors felt this would be a great option to explore and may help this Council budge more accurately in future for the defibrillator. Councillors had a number of further questions to be answered before a decision on this can be made. This item will be added to the next agenda for further discussion.

2025/26.62	VE Day Event 
As previously discussed, this council has received a £3,000 grant for a VE Day commemorative event. The Clerk advised she has now received confirmation for the use of the grant funds for a different commemorative event. The Council will need to show evidence of how this event is being advertised.

Council agreed to hold a Remembrance Sunday event in the WI Village Hall, with tea and coffee, cakes and music for residents. The Clerk also provided costings for poppy pins to be purchased. The Clerk will discuss the event with the WI Hall and provide an update to Council at the next meeting. 

2025/26.63	Planning Applications
	There were no planning applications to be considered. 

2025/26.64	Planning Updates	
	The below planning updates were noted:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/1467/DOC
	
18 Broadfield High Roding Essex CM6 1NY

	Application to discharge condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout) attached to UTT/24/1381/HHF
	Conditions discharged in full. 

	UTT/25/0785/DOC
	Mount View Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP
	Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 4 (windows and doors) 5 (landscape) 6 (bio enhancements) 7 (CEMP) 9 (renewable's) 14 (cycle) 15 (lighting) attached to UTT/23/3237/FUL
	Discharge conditions in part

	UTT/25/1447/LB
	Dew Gates Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NT
	Retention of repair works to south-western wall of barn and chimney
	Approved with conditions 

	UTT/25/1788/DOC
	Mount View Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NP
	Application to discharge condition 3 (materials) 4 (windows and

doors) 5 (landscaping) attached to UTT/23/3237/FUL
	Discharged conditions in full 

	UTT/25/0937/OP
	Land West Of Hill Haven Canfield Road High Roding
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the construction of 2 no. new detached homes
	Approved with conditions

	UTT/25/1009/LB
	Dragon Beam House Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NS

	Remove bitumen from external bricks at the front of property. Repoint bricks and cover with lime render. Repaint with black lime wash 
	Approved with conditions

	UTT/25/1780/HHF
	The Moat Rands Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	Proposed replacement garage building.
	Approved with conditions



2025/26.65	Finance
65.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of 31st August was £32,271.46
65.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
65.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	HMRC
	Employers National Insurance (July and August)
	Online 
	£62.14

	Bonnie Jones
	Clerks Salary (July & August)
	PAID
	£1,284.24

	Walker Tree Care 
	High Roding Tree Works
	Online 
	£2,160.00

	NPower 
	Street Light Electricity use (February – July)
	Online
	£1,132.62

	DCK Payroll Solutions
	Payroll fee (July & August)
	Online 
	£75.60

	Steves Gardening Services 
	Various grass cutting (July & August) (INV 9,10 & 11)
Repairs to 7 broken fence panels 
	Online 
	£410.00

	Keith Young 
	Invoice for First Aid Course held 19th July 2025
	Online 
	£235.00

	KOMPAN Ltd 
	August Play Area Inspection 
	Online 
	£161.61

	Bonnie Jones
	Printer Ink
	Online
	£27.96

	PKF Little John 
	External Audit 24/25
	Online 
	£252.00

	Defib Shop
	Physio Control Lifepak CR Plus Adult And Paediatric Pad Bundle (3 sets) Including 1 Charge Stick
	PAID 
	£331.20

	A&J Lighting 
	2025 Maintenance review and repairs 
	DD
	£181.44


 
2025/26.66	Outstanding Matters
Councillors discussed the Ukrainian and English flags erected at Broadfield. Councillors requested that that the Clerk contact the neighbour and ask that they be removed.		
	
2025/26.67	Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 13th October.

2025/26.68	Exclusion of the public and the press
None



Meeting end: 21:04
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