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-
MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 13th October 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES 


Present: Cllr Benton (Chairman), Cllr Schroder, Cllr Dines, Cllr Lawrence and Cllr Roberts. 

1 member of the public*
County Councillor Susan Barker 
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)

*For part of the meeting


2025/26.69	Apologies for Absence
None

2025/26.70	Other Absences
		None

2025/26.71	Declarations of Interest
None

2025/26.72	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th September 2025 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2025/26.82	Dog Poo and Fly Tipping Signs
It was agreed by all Councillors to move this agenda item up.

A member of the public was in attendance to discus an ongoing issue of dog fouling and fly tipping. This member of the public had previously contacted the Clerk to request that the Council consider erecting some “Pick up after your dog” signs and “No fly tipping” signs. The member of the public suggested the signed be located at the exit from Owers place when walking from the footpath that runs along the play area. Cllr Roberts highlighted that she had previously suggested providing dog poo bags also. The Clerk confirmed she would look into where the signs can be located as well as some costings. This agenda item will be placed on the November agenda.

The matter of fly tipping was also raised. The parishioner in attendance advised that the fly tipping that had occurred was at the entrance to the Paddocks and was a large tree. Councillors agreed to place a notice on the village WhatsApp group and to revisit the matter again if the fly tipping continued.

2025/26.73	Public Participation Session
None

2025/26.74	Chair’s Report
None

2025/26.75	District / County Councillor reports
Councillor Susan Barker provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· She met with Highways to discuss the drainage along The Street, where some houses are getting splashed with water when the rain gathers on the road. Highways have confirmed that the drainage along the Street is not blocked, and no works are necessary.
· Cllr Barker confirmed that she will chase up the Broken footbridge that is due for repair and the derelict house at new cottages. 
· Cllr Barker will look into if the path from Dugates to the Church is due to be tarmacked. 

2025/26.76	Councillor Reports
Cllr Lawrence highlighted that the 30 sign when you come into the village is no longer visible. The Clerk had received a quote from the Grounds Maintenance contractor of £100 to cut back the hedge and remove the cuttings. Councillors agreed to source a second comparison quote.

Councillors agreed to review the grounds maintenance contract at the next meeting. 

2025/26.77	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· Refund for the returned defibrillator pads has been issued.
· First aid kit has been purchased. Once this has arrived the Clerk will put it into the phone box along with a notice advising of the contacts of the trained first aiders. 
· A new Essex Community Initiatives Fund (CIF) is now open for applications, and is offering grants of up to £10,000 for projects to strengthen communities. The Clerk will apply for this.
· The Unity Bank Savings account has received £57.53 in interest this month.
· This Councils application to the National Lottery for a grant for playground improvements has been accepted. High Roding Parish Council has been granted £20,000 for our playground improvement project. The Clerk will involve the community in the designing of the new project through the village WhatsApp group and Village newsletter. 

2025/26.78	Defibrillator	
At the previous meeting Councillors discussed the possibility of entering into a 5-year rental agreement for a new defibrillator. Councillors had a number of questions to be answered before they felt any rental agreement could be agreed. The Clerk advised that the 5-year rental agreement was a fixed price of £125.93 per quarter, any repairs required would be included in the warranty and the agreement included the replacement of pads and batteries through the 5-year term. Councillors agreed to move forward with this new rental agreement.

2025/26.79	Remembrance Sunday event 
The Clerk has contacted the WI who have confirmed they are available to provide cake and refreshments for the Remembrance Sunday event at a cost of £250. The Clerk has booked the hall for the 9th of November; the event will run from 10:30am – 1pm at a cost of £100. The Clerk is basing the organisation of the event on an estimated 50 attendees. A drafted advertisement has been sent to UDC for approval. 

Councillors agreed that they would like to purchase poppy pins for each household in the village. The Clerk agreed to get a costing for this as well as confirmation from UDC. 

2025/26.80	Budget for maintaining footpath from Dugates to Church
The footpath from Dugates to the Church has now been cleared. Cllr Susan Barker has advised that although she believes a new surfacing for the path will be completed shortly, she advised that the Council consider budgeting for the maintenance of the path to prevent it becoming unusable again in the future. Councillors agreed to consider this matter once they know if the surface is being re tarmacked. 

2025/26.81	NJC Scale point Increase 
It was noted that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has reached an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026. This pay increase is applicable to the Clerk in accordance with her contract which is based on the NJC model.  The NJC advise this pay increase should be retrospectively applied from 1 April 2025, and as such the Clerk has instruct DCK Payroll to included backdated pay from 1st April 2025 in her October Payslip. 

2025/26.83	Planning Applications
	There were no planning applications at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2025/26.84	Planning Updates	
	Councillors noted the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/2012/FUL
	Barns At Porters Manor Farm Dunmow Road High Roding Essex
	Conversion of 2 barns to two self-build dwellings
	Refused




2025/26.85	Finance
85.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of 30th September was £39,469.94.
85.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
85.3	The below payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Bonnie Jones 
	Defib Shop return – for Defib pads 
	Online
	£3.90

	Bonnie Jones 
	September Clerks Salary 
	PAID 
	£624.12

	HMRC 
	Employer NI Contributions (September)
	Online 
	£31.07

	DCK Payroll
	September payroll fee
October Payroll fee
	Online 
	£75.60

	Steves Gardening Services 
	Grass cutting (Invoice 12 & 13) + cutting hedge around playpark 
	Online 
	£500.00

	A&J Lighting Solutions 
	Annual Maintenance 
	DD
	£327.60

	NPower 
	Street Light Electricity (August & September)
	Online
	£402.83



85.3	The below receipts were noted:

	Creditor
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	Uttlesford District Council  
	Second instalment – 2025/2026 precept 
	Online
	£12,318.50



2025/26.86	Outstanding Matters
	
2025/26.87	Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 10th November.

2025/26.88	Information Leaflet 
Councillors reviewed the leaflet that was attached to the agenda and distribute the leaflet to all households in High Roding. They will be distributed at the same time as the poppy pins are delivered. 




Meeting end: 8:55pm

2

image1.jpeg
High Roding Parish Council




