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MINUTES
High Roding Parish Council Meeting
held on
Monday 10th November 2025 at 7.30pm
at the WI Hall, Dunmow Road


MINUTES


Present: Cllr Benton (Chairman), Cllr Schroder, Cllr Dines, Cllr Lawrence and Cllr Roberts. 

2 members of the public
County Councillor Susan Barker* 
Bonnie Jones (Clerk)

*For part of the meeting

2025/26.89	Apologies for Absence
None

2025/26.90	Other Absences
		None

2025/26.91	Declarations of Interest
None

2025/26.92	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
It was unanimously resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th October 2025 were a true record and were signed accordingly.

2025/26.93	Public Participation Session
The 2 members of the public present advised they have just recently moved into the village and wanted to come along to see what was happening in the village.

2025/26.94	Chair’s Report
None

2025/26.95	District / County Councillor reports
Councillor Susan Barker advised that she had some grant moneys available for projects aimed towards youth. The Clerk advised that this Council is looking to erect a teen shelter in the play area. Cllr Barker advised she could ear mark £1,200 to put towards this project. 

Cllr Barker will also endeavour to get updates on the newly cleared pathway from Dugated to the Church as well as the derelict house. 

2025/26.96	Councillor Reports
Cllr Schroder advised that the street light next to the post box was not working. The Clerk confirmed this was streetlight 9009, and she will report this to A&J Lighting, who will come and inspect it. 
He also reported that the barn behind the Grazing shop had recently been raided by Police on suspicion of illegal activity taking place.

Cllr Lawrence again mentioned that the 30mph sign as you come into village from Dunmow Road is still obstructed by a bush. The Clerk confirmed that she is awaiting on a second quote from Thornwood Grounds Maintenance and will send this to all Councillors via email once it is available. Cllr Roberts advised she did contact Essex Highways about this however they did not provide much help on assisting with the matter. 

2025/26.97	Clerk’s Report
The Clerk provided a verbal report which included the following matters:

· The Clerk thanked everyone who came to help with the Remembrance Sunday event. Although there were not many attendees it was still a much-enjoyed event. The Clerk is currently awaiting on an invoice from the WI. 
· Broken drain cover outside the bus stop has been reported 

2025/26.98	Date for budget meeting
The date for setting this Councils formal precept notification to District Council is the 23rd January 2026. The Clerk requested that any items to be considered for budget are sent to the Clerk by the 1st of December.

2025/26.99	Dog fouling signs and locations
At the previous meeting Councillors agreed that they would like to place some “no dog fouling signs” and bags in various locations. The Clerk has contact Image Worx for a quote for some A4 signs, however, has not heard back as of yet. It is estimated each sign will cost around £20. Councillors agreed that they would like to place the signs at the entrance to Owers place and in the village car park. The amount of dog fouling taking place in and around the car park was also mentioned. Councillors agreed that a bin in the car park is urgently needed. The Clerk will contact UDC to enquire about this.

It was also previously suggested to place some bags on the dog bins for people to use. It was felt that a simple dog poo bag dispenser placed on the bins would suffice. 

2025/26.100	New defibrillator
To note, The Clerk has signed the 5-year rental agreement for the new defibrillator and the defibrillator has been installed. Councillors agreed to offer the old defibrillator to the pub, and if it is not wanted to dispose of it. 

2025/26.101	Request from member of the public to remove tree on Little Sears 
		The Clerk has received a request from a member of the public requesting the following:

“There is a dead tree covered with Ivy in the war memorial area by the substation on The Street between 'Old School House' and 'Little Sears'.

The tree has started to lean towards my house. I would like to see if the council can come and remove the majority of the tree before the high winds come over winter as I am concerned the tree will hit my house.”

The Clerk has received a quote from Walker Tree care of £300 +VAT to fell the tree to ground level. 

Councillor agreed to the above works.

2025/26.102	Play area improvements project  
The Clerk provided feedback from the survey, which was circulated via the village WhatsApp group. A number of different suggestions were made. 

Councillors agreed to obtain quotes for a teen shelter, climbing frame and basket swing. 

The Clerk is currently investigating other funding avenues as well as match funding.
 
2025/26.103	Planning Applications
	There were no planning applications at the time this agenda was distributed. 

2025/26.104	Planning Updates	
	Councillors are asked to note the below planning updates:

	Reference
	Address
	Description
	Details

	UTT/25/2370/DOC
	Dew Gates Dunmow Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NT
	Application to discharge condition 3 (method statement) attached to UTT/25/1447/LB
	Refused to Discharge conditions. 

	UTT/25/2828/TCA
	Rands Road High Roding Essex
	1no. Maple tree - removal of deadwood over the assets and reduce all branches that are in contact with mast by 1 metre back from structure.
	No objections

	UTT/25/2998/AG
	Barnston House Farm Proverbs Green Road High Roding Essex CM6 1NQ
	Proposed standalone, steel framed general purpose store building, designed to withstand loadings from bulk storage of grain to 3m level fill.
	Agricultural determination – not able to comment



2025/26.105	Finance
105.1	Councillors noted the bank balance as of 31st of October was £56,745.34.
105.2	A bank reconciliation was tabled at the meeting and signed accordingly by the Chairman.
105.3	The following payments were agreed:

	Payee
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	HMRC
	Employers NI (October)
	Online
	£52.04

	Bonnie Jones
	October Clerks report 
	PAID 
	£763.96

	Steves Gardening Services 
	Grass cutting (Invoice 15 and 16)
	Online
	£350.00

	Defib Shop 
	Defib (Quarterly rental)
	Online
	£125.93

	North Weald Parish Council 
	High Roding Information leaflet x 250 printing 
	Online 
	£12.50

	Bonnie Jones 
	Remembrance Sunday bunting, napkins and plates 
	Online 
	£21.82

	NPower 
	Streetlight electricity – October 
	Online
	£267.36



105.4	The below income was noted. 

	Creditor
	Description                                
	Method
	£ (inc VAT)

	UK National Lottery   
	Playground improvements project – Grant funding 
	Online
	£20,000



2025/26.106	Outstanding Matters
		None
	
2025/26.107	Date of Next Meeting
It was noted that the next meeting of High Roding Parish Council will take place on Monday 12th January. 

2025/26.108	Exclusion of the public and the press
Owers Place Allotments

The Clerk confirmed that the newly amended lease agreement between High Roding Parish Council and the Owers Place Allotment association has been signed by the Chairman and Secretary of the Owers Place allotment association. 

The agreement was also subsequently signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

Meeting end: 20:39
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